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I THE SIEGE OF COLCHESTER 

To-day is ihe ihree-hundredt anniversary 
of the begjoning of the Siege (■■ Colchester, 
which lasted nearly 1 1 weeks befi e ilie Royal- 
ist forces surrendered for lack of food and 



' Muscuni anexbibidon of arms, armour, books, 
rnamuscripts, prints, and other things iljustrat- 
ina the siege. He asks for tbc loan of suit- 
aWe exhibits, especially diaries, letters, and so 
forth which might add to what Is tnown about 
the event. 
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fiirround him, has no other way to extricate 
himfelf, than cither to overleap, or cut a 
path through his wanderings, and at once 
efcape the labour and difficulty of a right 
judgment. Many however, fo far from hav- 
ing a dcfire to purfue any method whereby 
they may liberate themfelves from the prifon 
of obfcurity, are enamoured with its gloom; 
which if not deep enough, they either thicken 
by artificial means, or retire to more impene- 
trable recelTes. The hiftory of but few places 
are exempt from doubts and uncertainties 
in the early periods of time; and that of 
Colchefler is not without its proportionable 
fhare. But that this muft have been a fitua- 
tion confiderablc to the Roman people, if not 
to the Britifli, is clearly evident: for the 
earth daily brings forth the mofl inconteftable 
proofs of its antient inhabitants. Urns, 
pavements and coins arc hoitrly turned up by 
the plough or fpadc, wherever the eye is di- 
refted Rome prefcnts itfclf, and the faipparts 
and vaft intrenchments which extend i^ven to 
the fea, bear unfeigned teftimony of antient 

grandeur. 
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The habitations of men, during the early 
ages of paftoral fimplicity, were chofe where 
the few wants of nature could be moft abun- 
dantly fupplied. Hence they wandered where- 
cver the beauty of the fcene caught their eye, 
and the fhelter of the wood and drynefs of 
the foil made comfortable their temporary 
dwellings. Having no other enemy than the 
elements, or any dangers to fear, but what 
might arifefrom the incurfions of wild beads, 
it is not ftrange that their moft permanent re- 
adings fhould be on eminences fufficiently 
elevated above the torrent, and furrounded 
with wood, both for fhelter from the winds 
and that a fecurity might eafily be formed 
againft the nightly depredations of the wild 
inhabitant of the foreft. But when dangers 
from other quarters fprung up around, and 
aflailed them in all the horrid forms of war, 
then it was deep intrenchments were formed, 
^nd the rampart arofe high for defence. 
Hence as danger increafed, fo inercafed the 
liability of refidence, and an end was put to 
the wandering of tribes. Exiftence then de- 
pended upon inventions for defence, and the 
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urgingsof neceflity with frequent want ripen- 
ed their inventions. In thofe rude periods 
then arofe the Britifti town, and Iharpened 
Hakes planted around gave an unknown fccu- 
rity. Brafs and iron were at firft fcarcely 
known by the inhabitants of Britain, but fre- 
quent intercourfe with the Phcenecians ren- 
dered the ufe of them general. By thefc 
people they were furniflied with daggers and 
fwords of brafs, and the heads of arrows and 
fpears : and when Caefar by his own conduft 
taught them a more perfeft fyftem of defence ; 
then arofe walls, embattled towers and mighty 
camps. 

During thefe fucceflivc gradations what 
fituation could be fo eligible on every ac- 
count as that in which Colchefter is placed. 
Upon an eminence boldly rifing from the 
north and eaft, its inhabitants enjoyed the 
variety of an extended view, with a dry foils 
and to an elevation above the mift and va- 
pours of the. half furrounding valley, they 
had the additional advantages that no enemy 
could make an unperceived approach oij 

thofe 
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thofe fides, nor advance without the hazard 
of an eafy repulfion. To render the ap- 
proaches on the fouth" and weft equally diffi- 
cult to invaders, vaft works and intrench- 
ments were formed, efFeftually to prevent any 
attempts, either openly to conquer, or aflault 
by furprize the inhabitants of the fmall diftriA 
they had enclofed, and of which Colchefter 
was, as it were, the capital. Thefe works, 
whether formed by the labours of the Britans 
or Romans, convey the moft: ample fatisfac- 
tion of the importance of the place fecurcd, 
and point out the confequence of its poflcflioa 
to have been confiderable. Such great and 
vifible evidences, as thefe may be called, are 
no where elfe fo abundant; and one who fe- 
rioufly has mufed over the whole fcene, and 
formed his mind to a right underftanding of 
the fubjeft, cannot but receive a forcible im- 
pulfe towards believing that the antient ftate 
of Colchefter has not been fabled. 

It is thefe external evidences of its antiqui- 
ty, joined with the teftimony gathered froni 
antient authors, that have induced the learned 
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to give it the appellation of Camulodunum : 
a city in its time one of the largeft in Britain, 
and the capital of the Trinobantes. The 
coins of Cunobiline, of which more have 
been difcovered here, than in all the other 
parts of Britain together, point out this 
to have been his refidence ; and, after him, 
it may be prefumed, at lead occafionally, of 
fucceeding Trinobantian kings. 

Before the invafion of Csefar, the early in- 
habitants of Britain, fecluded from the reft 
of the world, and furrounded by a coaft 
abounding in fhelves and dangerous quick- 
fandsj had few, if any enemies, to difturb their 
tranquillity. The perils of an unhofpitablc 
Jfhof e, and the valour of an incenfed enemy, 
had terrors not to be encountered. But with 
Caefar, and the greatnefs of the Roman mind, 
thcfc were no obftacles ; for embarking his 
foldiers and paffing from Gaul, he foon land- 
ed in Britain. Then it was that the courage 
of Caflibellaun, king of the Trinobantes, and 
the defperate valour of the Britans, were op- 
pofed to the fteady conduft of Gaefar, and- 

the 
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the experience of the Roman hoflr. The 
contefts which arofe were ftcm and bloody, 
and viftory a long time kept aloof, as if in 
fulpence. Csefar overcame, and after re- 
ceiving hoftages, retreated to Gaul. The 
following year he made a fecond expedition, 
and purfuing the advantages he gained over 
the Britans, crofled the Thames, which was 
fordable with great difficulty only in one 
place, and entered the confines of Caifibel- 
laun's kingdom. Here he received cmbaf- 
fadors from the Trinobantes, who with offers 
of fubmiffion, requefted that Mandubratius, 
the foil of Imanuencius, might be appointed 
their king and governor. Casfar granted 
their requeft, and the Trinobantes to ingra- 
tiate themfelves with him, gave him intelli- 
gence that the capital of Caffibeilaun, 'was 
but at a fmall diftance. Fortified by na- 
ture with woods and marfhes, and furround- 
ed with a ditch and rampart, it was thought 
by the Britans to be impregnable. Caefar 
aflfailed this ftrong hold in two places at the 
fanf>e time j and the enclofed Britans, not 
being able to fuftain the regular attack of the 
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Roman legions, fled by an unguarded ouu 
let : leaving their cattle, in which confifted 
their chief riches, a prey to the conquerors. 
Caflibcllaun reflecting on his many lofles, how 
his country was laid wafl:e, and that feveral 
provinces had forfaken the general alliance 
and fubmitted to Caefar, fent embafl^adors 
to treat of a furrender. Hoftages were de- 
manded, and Casfar departed for Gaul : ap- 
pointing a yearly tribute to be paid by the 
Britans, and ftriftly prohibiting Caflibcllaun 
from injuring Mandubratius, or the Trino.- 
bantes. 

The difiiculty of keeping a large force, at 
fuch a difl:ance from the feat of empire, as well 
as the hazard and danger of the expedition, 
together with the continual dittraftions arifing 
in the Roman ftate, freed the Britans from the 
incurfions of the Romans; and the tribute 
which Csefar had impofed upon them, was a 
compofition paid with alacrity while it fecur- 
cd them from fuch troublefome vifitors. The 
Trinobantes remained under the government 
pf Mandubratius, who had been placed by 

Ca?far 
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Casfar in the throne of his anceftor. The 
fucceffion of kings of the ancient Britifh 
line was uninterrupted notwithftanding the 
conqueft of Caefarj and upon the death of. p 
Mandubrutius, Tenuant, his brother, pof- 45, 
fcfled himfelf of the Trinobantian throne. 

The Roman name and power had now be- 
come familiar to the Britans, and they were 
fufficiently enlightened to difcern their own in- 
feriority. Excited by a fpirit of emulation, and 
a defire of attaining the refinements of Ro- 
man manners, as well as a knowledge of that 
people whofe victories had extended even 
over his own kingdom, Cunobiline, the fon of 
Tenuant, yet a youth, ventured to Rome, and 
purfued his inquiries even in the camp of 
Auguftus. Returning to Rome with that emr 
peror, he was publicly faluted by the name 
of friend of the common- wealth. The curi- 
ofity of the Roman people no doubt was excit- 
ed, to behold one whom they efteemed as liv- 
ing in a place disjoined from the reft of the 
world, more particularly as in Cunobiline 
they beheld the nephew of that Caflibellaun, 
i . who 
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who had fo refolutely and firmly withftood 
the Roman eagles. 

It was during this refidence that CunobU 

line attained a knowledge of the Roman arts* 

AC. . • t 

' 'which upon his acceflion to the throne of his 

father, in imitation of his great example in 
Auguftus, he employed to convey his name 
and dignity to pofterity. He coined abun-^ 
dance of gold, filver, and brafsj and al- 
though the kings of Britain who lived before 
him might have done the fame, yet thofe of 
Cunobiline are the firft in which is to be dif- 
cerned the delicacy and relievo of the Roman 
fculpture. As for this purpofe he muft have 
retained artifts of that nation, it is more than 
probable that he was accompanied to Britain 
by others as well (killed in what his long re- 
fidence amongft that poliflied people, taught 
him were the more neceflary and ufeful arts 
of life. It is prefumed, that he was the firft 
to array his foldiers after the Roman manner; 
as the armed heads and foldiers fo often re- 
prefcnted on his coins, give room to con- 
j^fture. The art of agriculture, if not firft 

introduced 
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introduced by him among the Britan^, re- 
ceived from the knowledge he had acquired 
confiderable improvement. Ears of corn> 
fymbolic of that event, are frequently tht 
imprefs which the reverfe of his coins recej^sf^ 
ed. Under a monarch poflefled with an ex* 
tenfive genius, and whofe early Kfe was fpent 
in the acquirement of whatever might beufe- 
fui to his peopk, the Britans received encou- 
ragement, and rapidly emerged from their* 
antient barbarifm. 

Camulodunum then from its uncouth and 
rude ftate, reared its head in the beauty of 
the Roman architefture, and changed its 
ruilic garb, for the civilized diefs of a refined 
nation. What Orpheus had been in the ear- 
ly ages to the Greeks, Cunobilin^ was to the 
Britans; and it is with diftinguifhed pro- 
priety that he is venerated as the firft reformer 
of our barbarous rrianners. 

The fear and fubjeftion Ca^far had left the 
Britans in at his departure, now, from the 
long abfence of the Rorhans, and the im- 

improvcment. 
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provements introduced by Cunobiline, began 
to wear away. They became as men whofe 
minds being enlightened, difdained the fcr- 
vility of their condition^ and the tribute 
w^ich hitherto had been conftantly paid was 
withheld. Auguftus with a powerful army 
approached the Gallic coaft, and was prepar- 
ing to embark for Britain; when Cunobiline^ 
by the policy of a timely fubmiffion, warded 
of the effefts of his anger. Tljus pacified, 
Auguftus, mindftfl of the antient friendlhip 
that exifted between them, renewed their 
afFeftion by tokens of efteem ; Cunobiline at 
the fame time calling the Roman gods by 
offerings made to them in the capital, to wit- 
nefs his fincerity, 

A. D. Upon the deceafe of Cunobiline, his fon 
Guiderius, (who is alfo called Togodumnus) 
fpcceeded to the government of the Trino- 
bantes. Claudius Drufus being then em- 
peror of Rome, entertained and protefted 
fcveral of the Britans whofe feditious beha- 
viour had obliged to fly their native country. 
On this occafion cmbafladors were fent tp 

demand 
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demand them, that they might receive dufe 
punilhment, but Claudilis not complying 
with the demand^ of the embaffadors, the 
ufual tribute was again withheld by the Bri- 
tans. Enraged by this, Claudius gave orders 
to A. Plautius, an experienced general, to 
embark an army for Britain; not a little urged 
thereto by the infinuations of the fugitives^ 
who reprefented to him with what cafe he 
might become the conqueror of Britain* 
Plautius on his arrival, with fome difficulty 
found and defeated Guiderius, who, with fuch 43/ 
of his forces as the fword had Ipared, retreat- 
ed towards the mouth of the Thames. Here, 44. 
paffing over by fuch flats and fhallows as 
were eafily ford able and well known to the 
Britans, Guiderius thought to have fecured 
himfelf from the purfuit of the Romans, and 
to have found an afylum in Camulodunum, 
till a fortunate opportunity occurred, of again 
afferting his independence. But Plautius 
with the Roman legions, traced with great 
hazard and danger the footfteps of the retreat- 
ing Britan. The Germans who were expert 
at fuch warfare fwam over, and others of the 

foldiery 



( H ) 

foldiery pafTing by a bridge haftily thrown 
acrofs the river, a fmall diftance above, fud- 
denly attacked the wearied Britans on all 
fides with great deftrudion. Gui;ierius de- 
fending himfelf valiantly was (lain, and, left 
xhe remains of his Ihattered army fhould be 
difheartened by a knowledge of their lofs -, 
Arviragus, his brother, clothed himfelf in 
thedrefs and armour of Guiderius, and affum- 
ing his dangerous ftation, with renewed cou- 
rage aflailed the Roman hoft. Arviragus by 
this ftratagem not only prcferved the few re- 
maining Britans, but nearly efFcfted the dif- 
comfiture of Plautius: for in the heat of the 
purfuit, many of the Romans, miftaking 
their ground, became entangled among bogs, 
and fell a facrifice to the defpair of the Bri- 
tans, 

•A.D. The death of Guiderius inftead of intimi- 
dating the Britans, infpired them with frefh 
courage; and that they might effedually 
revenge his lofs by the extermination of the 
Roman army, new forces were raifed in every 
province with which the Trinobantes were in 

league. 
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league. Plautius apprehenfive of the danger 
that darkened around and threatened him 
on every fide, informed the Emperor of his 
fituation. Securing therefore his conquefts, 
he waited the arrival of Claudius, who, with 
a large army, foon landed in Britain, and 
joining his forces with Plautius and Vefpa- 
lian pafled the Thames. The Britans pofted 
on the oppofite bank refolutely fuftained the 
onfet, and bravely encountered the Romans; 
but finding themfelves unable to maintain a 
conteft with fuch a powerful foe, after conli- 
derable lofs, fled into the adjacent woods. 

Claudius taking advantage of his viftory, 
before the difperfed and terrified Britans had' 
time to colleft themfelves together, either 
for counfel or defence; proceeded to Camu- 
lodunum, the royal feat of the late king 
Cunobiline: wifely judging that this once 
affailed and taken, would difcourage as well 
as prevent the Trinobantes from attempting 
any further commotion. By the recent de- 
feat of the Britans, Claudius took pofleflion 
of Camulodunum with little or no oppofition ; 

and 
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and finding it a fituation naturally ftrong, and 
the fecurity of it, of the utmoft confequence 
to his future fuccefs, thought it expedient to 
place a colony of Roman veterans therein j 
thereby efFeftually preventing the Britans. 
from regaining what he had fo happily won. 
Selecting therefore from his army the fecond, 
ninth, and fourteenth legions, which were 
ftiled by way of honour, the conquerors of 
Britain; he appointed them to found the co- 
lony, and poffefs themfelves of the adjacent 
country. 

On this occafion neither pomp or cere- 
mony were omitted; but yoking together an 
ox and a cow, and clothing themfelves after 
the Gabine fafliion, they proceeded to mark 
out the foundation of the walls of the new 
colony. The ox as the fymbol of ftrength 
being placed without, and the cow on the 
inner fide, and fattened to a plough, a fur- 
row was drawn, fo as that the earth Ihould 
fall inwards, around the intended city; lift- 
ing up the plough only in thofe places where 
it was defigned the gates fhould be. 

To 
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To commemorate this event, medals were 
ftruck, on the reverfe of which the above cere- 
mony was reprefented ; and that the city, thus 
founded anew, might have a proper epithet 
it received the appellation of Cplonia, and 
occafionally for diftindion of Colonia Camu^ 
lodunum. 




.,.>-\ 



That nothing might be left' unperformed, 
which might be the means of preferving the 
colony from deftruftion^ vaft works wer6 
conftrufted to the weftward of it, extending 
from the fea to the river* which divided the 
Trinobantes from the Iceni, This probably 
the military fkill and prudence of Plautius 

* The rivoff Stourwhich divides EiTe^c from Suffolk. 
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fuggeftcd ; for, as from hence he was to begin 
his career of conqucft over the yet unfubdued 
Britans, he wifely provided for whatever re- 
verfc of fortune the uncertainty of war might 
give him to experience : thus by one opera- 
tion, fecuring the infant colony, and provid- 
ing an afylum againft the time of neceflity. 
The wifdom of this meafure could only be ex- 
ceeded by the extenfive utility of it, for be- 
lides thefe purpofes he gained the additional 
advantage of a fafe retreat to an ifland,* im- 
pregnable to the Britans, where he could fe- 
curely reft till he received fuccour firom the 
continent. 

After eftablifhing this colony, Claudius re- 
duced the adjacent country into the form of 
a province, depriving the Britans of their an- 
tient government and liberties, and making; 
th^m fubjeft to a Roman governor who was 
fliled PrO'prcetor^ and to the J)aymejit of fuch 
taxes as the Senate fhould impofe. He aUb 
ordered them to be difarmed, confifcating the 
goods of the moft obftinate and refraftory ; 

* The ifland of Merfea. 

but 



( 19 ) 

but to thofe that yielded he gave encourage* 
ment and proteftion. 

For this viftory, Claudius was, ; contrary 
to the ufual cuftom, feveral times faluted 
Imperator. Anniverfary games were inftitut- 
ed, in fome of which were reprefented the 
taking and plundering of Camulodunum, and 
the Britilh kings fubmitting to the Romao 
vidor. Triumphal arches were alfo erefted 
by the Senate both at Rome and Gefforia- 
cum,* and a magnificent triumph decreed 
the emperor; to whofe name they made the 
honourable addition of Britannicusj as a 
tcftimony of his conqueft. 

Plautius being appointed by Claudius, to 
be PrO'prostor^ or governor of his newly ac- 
quired province, eftabliftied his refidence in 
Camulodunum, at that time the Roman em- 
porium, and the refort of men (killed in every 
polite or ufeful art. The royal palace of 
Cunobiline, yet ftanding, was an ornament 

f Bologne in FrancCi 
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16 the new colony, and the number of mag- 
nificent buildings were increafed by the Ro- 
mans. A council houfe and a tribunal were 
erefted for the Roman magiftrate, and that 
they might enjoy the refinements of fcenical 
exhibitions, a theatre was conftrufted. The 
Roman veterans worn with toil and the war- 
fare of a military life, in the ardour of grati- 
tude for thefe unufual enjoyments, adored 
their benefaftor; and, as a token of their ve- 
neration, erefted a temple to his honour. 
Such of the Britans to whom Claudius had 
Ihown lenity and favour, and that they might 
ingratiate themfelves with their Roman aflb- 
ciates, alfo urged the fame meafure. An 
altar was reared to the emperor, thus elevat- 
ed above mortality, and he was invoked as 
the tutelar deity and protestor of Camulo- 
dunum. It may be prefumed that temples 
to the Roman deities were likewife erefted, 
and that baths and other places of public 
utility were not unknown. 

-3^ According to the direftions of Claudius, 
Plautius profecuted the war againft the un- 
fubdued Britans with vigour, and extended 

Jiis 
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his conquefts towards the weftcrn extremity 
of the ifle, but being recalled by Claudius, 
P. Oftorius Scapula was appointed to com- 
mand the Roman army, and to be Pro-prcetor 
of Britain. The unfubdued jiatives taking 
advantage of this opportunity, and of the ig- 
norance of Oftorius, made terrible inroads 
into the Ronaan province. Led by the intre- 
pid Caraftacus, the fon of Cunobiline, it was 
long ere the Silures,* were brought under the 
Roman yoke. To efFeftuate this, the vete- 
ran legions of the new colony at Camulodu- 
num, were drawn from thence 5^ and, with 
the moft experienced of the Roman army, 
ftationed to prevent the incurfions of the Bri- 
tans, and to keep good order and difcipline 
in the newly acquired conquefts. 

As the Romans increafed the bounds of 
their province, fo increafed their want of fol- 
diers on whom they could rely, it is not there- 
fore probable that the legions drawn from the 
colony, were permitted to return. By thus 
dcfiring more than their grafp could contain, 

* The inhabitants of South Wales. 

C 3 the 



< 22 ) 

the Romans were in danger of lofing all they 
poflefled, for while they were extending their 
conquefts among the Silures, the Iceni and 
Trinobantes not being under awe of the le- 
gions at Camulodunum, found an opportu- 
nity of thiowin-^ ofFthe Roman yoke, which 
they did not negledl embracing. 

A,D. Claudius being dead, and Nero his fuccef- 
for in the imperial dignity, having appointed 
Suetonius Paulinus to be Pro-prostor of Bri- 
tain, while that general was earneftly em- 
ployed in the conqueft of Anglefea, the refi- 
dence and holy feat of the Druids, as well as 
the afylum of the haraffed Britans, the Iceni 
began to revolt : having fufficient caufe there- 
to, in the tyranny and inhumanity of the 
Romans. 

The Iceni not having yet compofed a part 
of the province, were governed by their own 
king; and, although they had fubmitted to 
the Pro-prcstor^ confidered more as allies, 
than a conquered people. Praiutagus their 
king, having left the emperor, coheir with 

his 
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his two daughters to his wealth and dignity, 
hoping thereby to fecure his family from in- 
fuit, gave occafion to the Roman procurator* 
to feize upon whatever he pleafed, and to his 
centurions and officers an opportunity of 
committing whatever outrages their lic^nti- 
oufnefs prompted them to. The indignity, 
Boadicea the wife of Prafutagus, received, as 
well as the inhuman violence done to her two. 
daughters, highly incenfed the Iceni, and the 
thorn which rankled in the heart of the injured 
queen, was, by the manly behaviour of her 
people, foon planted in the Roman breaft. 
The Trinobantes likewife opprefled, groaned 
under the infolence of their tyrants. Expelled 
by violence from their houfes, and difpofefled 
of their lands, their complaints received no 
other redrefs than the language of contumely 
and reproach. TJie appellation of captive 
and flave, fo harlh to men unaccuftomed to 
fervitude, were liberally beftow^d upon the 
infulted Britansi to which behaviour, fuch 
of the veteraiis as remaimed, were not a little 
ftiraiilated by the younger foldiers j who, that 
* The receiver of the exnpcroj's revenue. 
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they might not want an example and prece- 
dent when they ftiould chufe to exercife the 
fame tyranny, gave encouragenjent and fup- 
port to every excefs that was committed. 
Roufed from the depreffjon and torpidity, 
accumulated fufferings had brought them to, 
the Trinobantes regarded the temple ertcfled 
to Claudius, at C?.mulodunum, as the badge 
and Palladium of an v^ternal dominion, and the 
demands that were made for its fupport, by 
the priefts and others officiating therein, as a 
caufe that would eventually confume their 
cftatcs, and reduce them to poverty and 
want. Catus Decianus, the procurator, alfo, 
that he might not be behind hand with the 
reft, renewed the confifcation of their goods, 
and although the Trinobantes pleaded the re- 
mitment thereof by Claudius, and the tem- 
ple for that purpofe erefted to his clemency, it 
availed but little with men whofe minds were 
bent to acquire whatever their intemperance 
fuggefted. Thus, inftead of ingratiating 
themfelves, and fubduing the untamed fpirit 
of the Britans, by the well grounded policy 
of a lenient government, the Romans left no 

opportunity 
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opportunity of opprefTion uneflayed; and 
gave the Trinobantes as well as the Iceni 
caufe to confider the colony as an evil, that, 
until its final extirpation, would be the means 
to prevent their enjoying either their lives or 
properties in fecuricy. Neither did it feem an 
arduous taflc to accomplifh its overthrow; for 
the Romans confulting pleafure and magni- 
ficence more than utility, had neglefted to 
creft a fort or citadel, either for awe, or as a 
fecurity in fudden danger, and the vattnefs 
of the works conftrudted when the colony was 
firft planted, could be but ill defended, by 
fuch a fmall number of foldiers as it then 
contained. Confidering this as the only pro^ 
pitious time that might ever offer of effeftu- 
ally avenging themfeives, the Iceni and Tri- 
nobantes were not long in deliberating what 
meafures to purfue, or flow in executing 
what they determined ; but affociating with 
them fuch of the Britans as pofTeffing an un- 
conquered fpirit fighed for their antient free- 
dom and independence, they h'aftily grafped 
their arms, and arrayed themfeives for the 
flaughter. Then began fear and fuperftition 

tQ 
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to fmite upon the Roman heart, and aflail 
the mind with horror. The fatal confe- 
quences of impending vengeance were 
nfhered in by fearful fignsi to the Romans 
pregnant with terror and difmay, but to the 
Britans filled with the prefages of viftory and 
fuccefs. It was fabled that the ftatue of vic- 
tory which had been fet up at Camulodunum, 
of its own accord fell down, v/ith its back 
turned, as if it would pafs to the enemy. 
Women, with hair difhevelled and loofened 
garments, in a frantic rage and extafy pro- 
phetically fung that deftruftion was at hand. 
Difmal noifes were heard in the council houfe, 
and howlings refounded in the theatre. In 
the eftuary of the Thames, the fubverfion of 
the colony was frightfully prcfaged. The 
ocean aflumed a bloody afpedl, and when it 
retired in the ebb, effigies of human bodies 
were difcerned imprinted in the fand. In the 
midft of the confternation occafioned by thefe 
prodigies, the Britans, like a vaft torrent 
overflowing its banks, bent their courfeagainfl; 
the devoted colony. The Romans roufed 
from ftupor began to look ^ound for aid, 

and. 
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and, as Suetonius their Pro-prcetor was far 
diftant, innplored help of Catus Decianus, 
who, difpatched to their fuccour about two 
hundred men, and thofe neither trained 
or well arnned. By fuch an infufRcient force, 
the foldiers were but little benefited, and 
finding themfelves incapable of defending 
the colony, retired into the temple, as the 
only place, that from its fanftity and llrength 
could afford them any prote6tion. Even 
there relying more upon the mercy and cle- 
mency of the Britans than in walls or in- 
trenchment3, they added no works of defence 
for greater fecurity, but waited the iffue of 
an affault they were unable to oppofe or with- 
itand. Led by the incenfed Boadicea, the 
Britans fwept all before them; marking their 
courfe no lefs by fire, than by the terrible 
deftrucftion and flaughter of their enemies. 
Camulodunum, the hated feat of Roman ty- 
ranny was foon overwhelmed in its own ruins, 
and the labours of an age in a fhort fpace 
levelled with the duft. The temple of Clau- 
dius in which the foldiers had fought an afy- 
lum, was after a feeble refiftance of two days, 

taken 



( 28 ) 

taken by the viftorious Britans, and notwlth- 
ftanding its fumptuoufnefs razed to the foun- 
dation. The Britans who had long borne the 
infolence of the Romans, gave a loofe rein 
to their anger, and fufFered it to rage with 
uncontroulable fways fparing neither age, 
fex, or condition. Ignorant of the deftruc- 
tion that had already fallen upon the co- 
lony, Pecilius Cerialis, lieutenant of the 
ninth legion, with what force he could col- 
left was advancing to the aid of the Romans, 
but meeting the Britans in the career of their 
viftory, v/as hailily overthrown with the lofs 
of two thoufand men. Cerialis with the horfe 
of his legion, cfcaped the general flaughter, 
and fought a fecurity in his camp, where' by 
the afliilance of the fortifications, he defend- 
ed himfelf till the arrival of Suetonius. Catus 
the procurator finding himfelf the caufe, by 
his exorbitant and covetous demands of the 
calamity and deftruftion that had fallen upon 
Camulodunum, and of all the miferies that 
would enfue both upon the Britans as well as 
the Romans, not able to abide the coming of 
Suetonius, fearfully fled into Gaul. 

Suetonius, 
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Suetonius, pafling through London, then 
inconfiderable in refpeA both of ftrength and 
confequence to Camulodunum, haftened into 
the midft of the revolted province, where 
with an army of not more than ten thoufand 
men, he refolutely advanced to encounter the 
Britans, whofe force amounted to two hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand. Suetonius, that 
he might not be encompafled by the Britans, 
chofe for his ftation, a place accefllble only 
by one narrow paflage, and defended in the 
rear by a wood. Here drawing up his legion 
clofe in the centrei the light armed foldiers 
on both fides, and his horfe on each wing, 
he waited the attack of the Britans, whofe 
army, divided into fmall fquadrons, were 
unikilfully arranged upon a large plain in the 
front, Boadicea, that the Britans might be 
ftimulated to exert themfelves, and by a^de- 
cifive blow efFeftually crufh the Roman hoft, 
as well as their future hopes of dominion, 
afcended a chariot with her daughter ; and, 
pafling along the ranks of her army, remind- 
ed her people of the injuries done to her 

family. 
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family, and to themfelves. Animated hy 
the prefence as well as the difcourfe of the dif- 
honoured queen, the Britans fatally fecure of 
viftory, began the aflault with fury; little 
heeding the order and regularity of a deter- 
mined courage. Suetonius, keeping his le- 
gion clofe, fuftained the onfet, and continu- 
ed firm and unmoved; till feizing the oppor- 
tunity when the Britans had fpent their darts, 
and their fury began to abate, he rulhed in a 
compaft and weighty body upon them as 
they recoiled. Then began the Romans to 
avenge the deftruftion of Camulodunum, and 
the flaughter of their countrymen: for the 
Britans confident of viftory had placed 
around the field their wives and families in 
chariots to be fpeftators of what they thought 
they were fo fecure of gaining, and to enjoy 
the ruin that feemed ready to fall upon Sue- 
tonius, and his people. This circumftance 
worked the total deftruftion of the Britans, 
and they little thought that while they were 
preparing to rejoice in the overthrow of their 
enemies, they were providing for their owa 
confufion, Enclofed on every fide by what 
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in the general difmay were infurmountable 
barriers, they could neither fight or efcapc. 
The carnage was dreadful, and the women 
and children unprotected fell vi6tims to the 
mercilefs rage of the Romans, and increafed 
the numbers of the dead i nay fo unbounded 
was the fury of the Romans that even the 
horfes were flaughtered, that deftruftion 
might be complete. On this occafion, it 
was computed no lefs than eighty thoufand 
of the Britans perilhed, while the lofs of the 
Romans was about four hundred men. 

Thus completely fubdued, the Britans 
were compelled to aflume the yoke of flavery 
they had thrown off; and as they had during 
the time of their infurreftion neglefted the 
tafk of agriculture, a terrible famine enfued, 
which deftroyed near as many as had fallen 
by the fword. 

It is to be highly prefumed, that the Ro- 
mans, after the defeat of the Britans, did not 
ncgleft to re-edify the deftroyed colony, par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly as the fame reafons exiftcd for their 
chufing it as their chief ftation, as induced 
Claudius originally to eftablifli it. Whether 
the magnificence of the deftroyed colony was 
equalled by the fabrications of the new, is 
unknown ; there is no doubt but that it was 
more extenfive, as the fecurity of a large mi- 
litary force, continually refident in the pro- 
vince, muft have removed the moft diftant 
apprehenfions of danger. The walls made by 
Claudius, as well as the more antient build- 
ings erefted by the Britans, were of too fub- 
^ ftantial a conftruftion to be haftily deftroyed; 
and their ufe to the conquerors might in a 
great meafure enfure them from demolition^ 
The extent of the new colony feems to have 
been more in the fuburbial buildings than 
in any increafe of the antient fcite: as the 
coins of the Roman emperors after that period^ 
difcovered among the foundations which fur- 
round the walls to a confiderable diftance, 
give room to conjedure. 

The harfh behaviour of Suetonius to the 
vanquifhed Britans for a while prevented that 
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ip^ogrefs the Roman manners would other- 
wife have made ; and gave rife to fuch diffen- 
tions as ended in the recal of Suetonius, and . _ 

A. D; 

the appointment of Petronius Turpillianus to 63. 
the PrO'frcstorJhif of Britain. 

To the death of Nero, and during the 
fliort reigns of Galba and Otho, the Britans 
harrafled by their late difcomfitures willingly 
refigned themfelves to a ftate of qtiietude ; 
nor did the contefts of Vitellius and Vefpa- 
fian for the dominion of the Roman world> 
induce them to renew their attempts at in- 
dependence, or draw them to engage in the 
defigns of either : more than to declare their 
fubmiflion to Vefpafian, whom, as command- 
er of the fecond legion under Claudius, they 
had long before known and efteemed* 

No fooner was Vefpafian quietly eftablifh- lU 
ed in the imperial dignity, than his firft care 
was to fecure Britain by the appointment of 
an able General to the government of ir* 
Petilius Cerialis, and after him Julius Fron- 1^* 
tinus, both men of great military fkill, cx- 

D tended 



( 34 ) 

tended the bounds of the province; but it 
81/ was left to their fucceflbr Julius Agricola, 
to carry the Roman Eagles to the extreme 
verge of Britain, and by the encouragement 
and example he afforded, to tame and foften 
the, fierce and hardy natives, unacquainted 
through ages with the benefits of civiliza- 
tion. 

By this extenfion of the Roman pr6vince, 
and the confequent ereftion of other colo- 
nies, Gamulodunum although in fome degree 
bereft of its ancient confequence and dignity, 
yet retained whatever its fituation gave it 
originally a claim to ; and, as it pofleffed the 
advantages of an early civilization, and a fe- 
curity unknown to many other of the Roman 
ftations in Britain, it did not quickly abate 
of being the city of refinement, the capital, 
and the ftrong fortrefs of the Roman people. 

It is not therefore wonderful that in all the 
efforts made by the Britans for the defence 
and recovery of their liberty, the inhabitants 
of Gamulodunum, as well as the adjacent 

country, 



( 35 ) 

s 

fcountrjr, llibuld femain peaceful and tindif- 
turbed ; arid, while the ftand^rd of ffeedorri 
was difplayed upon the extreme bounds of 
the province, that thofe who refided fecurely 
and at eafe in the txlidft of it, fmit with the 
novelty of a luxurious life, fhould not be in 
hafte to aid the dfeftruftion of men who ini- 
tiated in filch ple^fiirable habits. 

The reigtl of Domitiaii after the departure 
bf Julius Agricola from the Prb-frwtorjhip 
of Britain, was barren of good. Both to the 
Britans and Roiiiarisi nor did the time in A. A 
which Nerva and Trajan hold the imperial ^e. 
dignity, become pregnant with events that 
teridfed either to fhake or confirm the Roman 
power. However, as foon as tiadrian af- 
lumed the purple, the Caledonians made in- 
roads into the province, and the Britans a 
little awakened frorfi their ftupor, fhewed an 
inclination to give them afTiftance. This the i2o# 
timely arrival of Hadrian prevented, who 
CoriffrUfted a rarripart or wall of earthy faced 
with thick planks, and extended it from 
Soiway Firth- eighty miles to the oppofitei' 
' D 2 coaft \ 
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coafti thereby for a while putting bounds 
to that fpirit which he found himfelf unable 
to fubdue. 

There is great probability that in thefe ex- 
peditions to Britain, Camulodunum was not 
negleded, but received the vifits and en- 
couragement of the emperors; and that in 
their progrefs either to or from Rome it 
fliould for awhile arreft their attention and 
curiofity : particularly as being the antient 
refidence of Cunobiline, and the firft efta- 
blifhed colony of the Romans. Upon occa- 
fion of thefe imperial vifits, it may be ima- 
gined the colony took frefh growth ; and, as 
plants moiftened with a genial fhower, af- 
fume a brighter verdure, fo did pomp and 
public feftivity throw a gleam of content and 
pleafure over that place which was confcious 
of the prefence and favour of its proteftor. 

Hitherto thefe vifits muft have been fre- 

^ £) quent, and as frequent gladnefs muft have 

13^' enlivened the inhabitants. Antoninus Pius, 

upon his acceflion to the empire, in fome 
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meafure to fatisfy them for his abfence, 
granted them and the reft of South Britain, 
the privilege of citizens of Rome, and ap- 
pointed Lollius Urbicus to the Pro-prostor^ 
Jhip ; who by means of a new rampart upon 
the frontier, compelled the unquiet Caledo- 
nians to remain within the boundaries of their 
own country. 

It had been cuftomary from political as 
well as benevolent motives, for the Romans 
to interfere in the education of the fons of 
the Britifh kings ^ and fuch of them as had 
been fubdued, or with whom they were in 
league, readily intrufted their children to be 
inftrufted in the laws of the Roman empire, 
and initiated in the arts and refined manners 
of the Roman people. For this purpofe they 
were fent into Gaul, and not unfrequently to 
Rome, from whence they returned ftript of 
their barbarifm, and accomplifhed in the 
drefs, manners, and language of their afli- 
duous inftruclors. To thefe men thus trained 
and educated the emperors readily confirmed 
the dominion of their fathers i and by the 
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confidence they placed in thenn, enfured their 
gratitude as well as engaged the Brijans un- 
der their govcrmnent more firmly to the Ro- 
man intereft. 

It is at this period that Coel, following the 
fpotfteps of his predeceflbr Cunobiline, with 
the ardour of a generous mind haftened for 
inftrudtion in his early youth to Rome. Re- 
turning thence well informed in the fciences, 
and in warlike difcipline, and in high efti- 
mation and refpedt with the Romans, he took 
upon him the government of a confiderable 
part of Britain, of which it has been conjec- 
tured Colonia-Camulodunum, or, to ufe the 
Britifh appellation, Cair-Colun, was the feat 
of power. 

After the death of Coel, the fucceflion was 
continued in his fon Lucius, who, from his 
embracing the doftrines of chriftianity, re- 
ceived the furname of Lever-maur, or the great 
light. As the chriftian religion had not yet 
become the religion of Rome, it may be well 
imagined a colony peopled by men cxercifmg 

th^ 
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the eftabUflied rights of paganifm, was not 
the moft eligible fituation for a governor, 
profeffing opinions that were odious and dif- 
agreeable to the Romans. It is therefor^ 
believed that Lucius eftabliihed his refidence 
elfewhere in the province; and in a pla^e 
where he might exercife his own religion 
without offence to others of a different per- 
fuafipn. 

The reign of Marcus Aurclius Antoninus, 
of Commodus, of Helvius Pertinax, and of 
Didius Julianus paffed away, and it was not 
'till the Roman army in Britain elefted Clo- 
dius Albinus emperor, that any commotions 
were incited.. For Septimius Severus having 
received the like dignity from the Roman 
army in Pannonia, endeavoured by the arts 
of treachery and cowardice to .affaffinate his 
antagonift ; in which defign not meeting with 
the expefted fuccefs, he advanced againft 
him with the utmoft expedition. Albinus 
gathering the chief of the Britilh force, paffed 
into Gaulj and> meeting Severus, refigned^ 

D 4 after 
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after a fevcre conflift, his life, and prcten- 
Jions to the Roman empire, 

A.D. Severus, experiencing in the difficulties c^ 
^°^' the defeat of Albinus, the ftrength of the 
Britifh province ; like a politician who would 
prevent the future growth of a fimilar dan- 
ger, wifely divided the government of it : al- 
lotting the fouthern part of Britain to Hcra- 
clitus, and the northern to Virius Lupus, 
Thus divided, the Caledonians became fu- 
perior to the force that was ordered for their 
reftraint, and renewed their fallies with a 
vigour that received continual nourilhment 
by repeated fuccefs. In this extremity Lupus 
requeftcd the aid of Severus, who with his 
fons Baffianus and Geta, and a numerous 
army, haftily arrived in Britain, and as haf- 
tily encountered the Caledonians, The con- 
flidls that enfued were fevere ; and the em- 
peror, after lofing fifty thoufand of his bed 
foldiers, found it expedient to abandon the 
idea of totally reducing that part of the 
ifland. Conftrufting therefore upon Ha- 

drian'^ 
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drian's rampart, which was now become ru- 
inous and infufficient to reftrain the Caledo- 
nians, a wall of ftone of great height and 
thicknefs*; he finiftied his expedition in 
Britain, and his life foon after; leaving his 
two fons to receive from the Roman fenate 
and people thofe honours he had laboured to 
acquire, 

Badianus, who afterwards aflumed theA.D, 
name of Antoninus, and his brother Geta, ^ 
haftened foon after the death of Severus, to 
tafte the luxuries of Rome : neglefting what 
ought to have been their firft care, the forts, 
garrifons, and colonies eftablifhed, and hi- 
therto maintained in Britain at a vaft ex- 
pence of blood and treafure. 

This negleft of the two young emperors, 
feemed an omen and fatal example of what 
was to enfue. The little regard that feems 
to have been given to the province in Bri- 
tain 

* This wall, the remains of which yet exift, was eight 
feet in thickncfs, twelve in height, and fixty-eight miles, 
three furlongs in length. 
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tain by Antoninus, was imitated by thofp 
that fucceeded to the empires till in thp 
event, the governors they appointed put a 
period to their unconcern, by taking impc^- 
rial ftate upon thcmfclves. 

The cuftom of appointing Britans to the 
government of particular diftrifts in the pro- 
vince had not yet ceafed. Policy as well as 
juftice might equally demand a continuance 
of what was beneficial to the interefts of both 
nations. The diftridt of which Colonia-Car 
mulodunum was the chief ftation, had bceij 
placed under the dominion of Coel, the fe^ 
cond of that name ; who probably perceiv- 
ing the inattention of the emperors, and find- 
ing others intrufted with the care of the chief 
ftations and colonies, aflliming indepen- 
j238,*dencei fecured, in the general feifure, what 
his grafp could contain. 

The long negleft of the emperors had been 
attended with other confequences, no lefs 
difagreeable. Ruin and decay had already 
began to break down and level the building? 

and 
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and magnificent ftruftures of the Romans, 
This progrefs of devaftation, Cocl laboure4 
to fubduci and whep the talk was completed, 
as a memorial of his toil, gave to the colony 
the appellation of Kayr-Coel. 

Thus re-edified, it became his capital, and 
a place of fecurity againft the difordcrs that 
raged around. As the means of perpetuating 
this fecurity, it is probable he became tribu- 
tary to the ufurpers of the Roman empire ; 
and, as policy would diftate, affociate with 
Him whofe arms and good fortune feemed the 
jnoft likely to enfure a permanency of do- 
minion. Among thefe ufurpers appears Ca- 
raufiusi who wanted neither fkill or ambition 
to projeft and execute a conqueft of the 
whole Roman empire. At this time, what- 
ever fecurity, and whatever advantage the 
other military ftations and colonies in Bri- 
tain gave to thofe who claimed a fhare in 
the empire; it is evident, their firft objeft 
was the pofTeflion of the ancient capital of the 

province, — the city of Kayr-Coel *• 

This 

f It is to tliis circumftance attributed, that the coins of 
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This ftep was not neglefted by Caraufius ; 
the vicinity of fuch a ftation to the Roman 
provinces of Gaul and Bataviafj made it ne- 
ccffary to his prefent, as well as future de- 
figns. Thefe, whatever they were, Alleftus, 
the bofom friend and minifter of Caraufius, 
treacheroufly put a period to, by aflfaflinat- 
ing his benefaftor, and aflummg his dignity. 

This treachery did not long remain un- 
revenged. A^clepiodotus encountering AU 
Jeftus, deprived him of his life, and that 
ftation fo unworthily acquired by perfidy; 
aiming alfo like him he deftroyed, at no left 
than the pofleflion of what Caraufius held 
by policy and valour. 

It was during the confufion of thefe events, 
that Conftantius, great nephew of the em- 
peror Claudius, with a powerful army, after 
reducing Spain to obedience, embarked for 

Britain, 

the Britllh ufurpers Viftorinus, Pofthumus, the two Te- 
trici, Marius, Caraufius, and Alleftus, are, in fuch large 
quantities, daily difcovered in Colchefler. 

f Holland, tlie revenues of which he had feized. 
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Britain, to quiet the diforders that had for 
fome time reigned throughout the province. 
Approaching Kayr-Coel, as the chief feat of 
revolt and fedition, and its king as the mofl: 
warlike and powerful chief with whom he 
had to contend i and finding himfelf unable 
to attempt the affault of a place fo well ap- 
pointed, and fo ably commanded i he fur- 
rounded the walls with his army, and began 
the formal operations of a feige. However 
vigorous Conftantius might have been in 
the profecution of this undertaking ; the re- 
fiftance that was made, effediually prevented 
his progrefs from being rapid: infomuch 
that what according to the accuftomed fuc- 
cefs of the Roman arms ought to have been 
terminated in a few months, was procrafti- 
nated to ari unufual length, and even then 
did not fcem to approach a termination. 

In the mean while a circumftance arofe that 
at once eventually put a period to the fiege, 
and fecured Conftantius to the friendfhip and 
alliance of Coel. Helena, the daughter of 
Coel, was eminently confpicuous for the en- 
dowments 
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dowmcnts of her rtiirid and perfon. To a 
beautiful form, nature had joined a mirtd 
fufceptible of every improvement ; and, 
as far as the events then impending gavel 
leave, no opportunities of improvement were 
omitted. Every polite and elegant art was 
the objeft of her purfuit, and fhe refted not 
in her acquirements till ftie beciame the molt 
accompliflied woman in Britain. Conftan- 
tius having beheld this ornament of the Bri- 
tifh people, became violently enamoured^ 
^nd fought every means of attaining the pof- 
fefllon of her he fo rriuch defired; Goel per-^ 
ceiving the time to arrive when he rriight 
commence a treaty with Conftantius to the 
advantage of his people, and fecure the Ro- 
man general to his interefts, offered to fub- 
mit to the force he had hitherto oppofed, 
and acknowledge his dependence by an an- 
nual tribute; adding withall, what he knew 
would gain a ready acceptance, his daughter, 
the accompliflied Helena, as a confirmation 
of his fincerity, and as the moft efFeAual 
tye to ' fecure the mutual intereft of both 
nations, 

Thefe 
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Thefe propofals being acceded to by Con- 
ftantius, the marriage of Helena was cele- 
brated in Xayr-Coel with fuitablc pomp^ 
and hoftages, more to comply with the ufual 
form eftablifhed upon fuch occafions than 
i^ith the demands of neceflity, were delivered 
to the Roman general for the performance of 
the treaty. 

And now the tinrie approached when Rome 
was to receive from Britain an emperor j and 
the chriftian religion, making yet but (low 
progrefs, a firm proteftor from the terrors of 
perfecution. The birth of Conftantine can 
be fixed with no fuch certainty as at this pe- 
riod i and no other place than Kayr-Coel, fo 
lately by his father Conftantius, re-united to 
the empire, can with any probability bt 
named as the city where he firft faw the 

Kght *• 

As 

♦ This cir6umftjincfc, Necham, an aiicifent writer ex- 
prcffes thus ; — 

From Colcheftcr there rofe a ftarre, 

The,rajes whereof gave glorious light 
Throughout the world, in climates farre; 
Great Conftantine Rome's emperor bright^ 



C 48 ) 

As yet, the dominions of Coel were buf ' 
finall, and the labours of Conftantius fcarce- 
ly commenced. Afclepiodotus after flaying 
AUeftus, had poflfefled himfelf of the chief 
part of Britain. It is not improbable but 
that the united force of Conftantius and Coel 
were direfted againft this ufurper. However 
it might have been, the honour of his final 
overthrow has been given to Coel;. who as 
the reward of his valour, and perhaps not a 
little by reafon of his alliance to Conftantius, 
was placed in the important ftation of go-, 
vernor of the whole Britifh province. 

Hitherto ambition had not difplayed itfelf 
in the mind of Conftantius, and his views 
were limitted to the command and govern- 
ment of fome of the provinces of Rome. The 
alliance he had formed with Coel, and the 
great power he had thereby acquired in Bri- 
tain, probably firft induced him to overleap 
the bounds of moderation, and extend his 
defires of fway. This did not efcape the pe- 
netration and fagacity of Diocletian and his 
colleague Maximian 5 who, amid the com- 
motions 
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^btlons that fliook the empire^ foUnd it hfe^ 
Ceflary to affociate with them, two . of the 
moft aftive and experienced of their generalsi 
Policy, no lefs than deferr> dilating Con- 
llantius to be one of thefej he; received the 
title of Gsefar, and partook in the cares, the 
, troubles, and the honours of imperial domi- 
iiion. More firmly to iaflurc the fidelity of 
Conftantius to the perfons of Maximian and 
Diocletian, he was perfuaded, in repudiating 
. Helena, to fet afide hh integrity, and con- 
fumncrate difhonouiahle nup;ials with Tiito- 
dora, the daughter-in-law of Maximian. 

What effeft this fhame and difgrace tin- 
ivorthily portioned out to Helena, had upon 
Cocl, is unknown: it is not unlikely but 
that he feigned an acquiefcence in what he 
had no rtleans of preventing; particularly, 
as he retained the government of Britain to 
an extreme old age, and lefigned it but with 
his life. The partiality he had (hewn for 
Kayr-Coel, had alfo the fame duration ;. for 
after being his chief refidence during along 
rciga of fifty-five years, it faw the laft of 

£ hU 
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his dayr, aiiJ afforded a receptacle to hisf 
aflies *. 

•^•l^« Diocletian and Maximian having refigned 
' the empire, Conftantius, to whofe Ihare the 
wcftern provinces had been allotted, em* 
barked at Geflbriacum for Britain, where 
arriving, he began the labour fo often com-^ 
menced by his predeceffors j — the fubduing 
the Caledonians. 

306. In the midft of his progrefs he was inter- 
rupted by a fudden illnefs, which foon pirt 
a period to his days 5 and Conftantine, the 

fon 

* Cbcl is thus, by Hardinge, commemorated in an* 
tique vcrfe, — 

*^ Coell ruled the realme in law 8c peace full well 

'' That for his wit and vertuolite 

*' Able he was as chronicles could fele. 

To have ruled all the empyraltc 
^ For right wcfnefle, manhood, and moTdltyc, 

A doghter had he, and none other hcyre, 
•* Elyne that hyght farre palling good and fayre 
*' Buryed at Care-Colune he was his owne cytee,"— » 

Robert of Gloucefter, in rhimes equally uncouth, cc« 
kbrates this ancient Bri'tifh hero* 



€( 



• ( 



ton of Helena, being then in Britain with his 
father, was faluted emperor by the army, and 
•confirmed in his dignity by Maximian. 

Helena, by this advancement of her fon^ 
refumed the ftace and -honours ftie had been 
deprived of by her rival Theodora. The 
chriftian religion, which then began to be 
•eftablifiied in various parts of the world, 
found a powerful proteftor in H^rlena, who 
had embraced its dodrines. In the enthu- 
liafm of zeal, Ihe journied into Syria, and 
vifited Jerufalemj where, it is feigned, fbc 
\difcovered the crofs on which Chrift died*. 

It is fearce -probable that Helena after her 
return from Syria, vifited the city of her 
birth. Being far advanced in years when 
ihe corrimenced her journey, the infirmities 
of age permitted her only to reach -Rome* 
It muft therefore have been at an earlier 
period, that fhe founded -in Kayr-Coel the 

E 2 chapel 

• It is to this citcumftance attributed, that the arms of 
Colchefter contain a crofs "between three crowns^ 
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chapel which future ages called by her namfc* 
Had the ereftion of it been near the clofc of 
her life, when her zeal and power approached 
an equality, it is likely the ftrufture would 
have been magnificent, the endowment libe- 
ral, and the fame and reputation of it more 
extended and permanent. 

When the chriftian church had eftablifhed 
itfelf in Rome, it became neceffary that men 
properly qualified for the teaching and pro- 
pagating its tenets, and alfo for protecting 
its votaries and temporal concerns, Ihould be 
appointed to refide in every confiderable city 
throughout the Roman empire. Britain, 
upon this occafion, was divided into no left 
than eighteen diftrifts or fees, each of which 
received its archbiftiop, or bifliop. Kayr- 
Coel, or as it was fometimes yet called, the 
city Colon, was one of thefe, and had its 
religious concerns under the care and infpcc- 
tion of a bifhop*. 

After 



* Adelfius was bilhop of the city Colon in 314, and 
prefent at the council of ArleSf 
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After the death of Helena, Conftantine"^'^* 
removed the feat of empire from Rome to 
Conftantinople : — an event that worked a 
confiderablc change not only in Britain, but 
in all the weftern world fubjeft to his power : 
for thps expofed by an unexperienced ab- 
fence and negleft, it became the prey of 
every adventurer, wandering in the fearch 
of plunder, / 

It was thus with Britain, which then firfl: 
began to feel the Iharp fword of the invading 
Saxons. The Pifts and Scots alfo, feizing 
the opportunity that offered, began to renew 
their ravages, and to over-run the whole 
province. The vicinity of the Saxon coaftf, 
to the fouthern and eaftern parts of Britain, 
made it an cafy tafk for that people to renew 
and continue their invafions j and as Kayr- 
Coel was conveniently fituated for their pur- 
pofe, they did not omit making it the fcene 
ipf frequent hoftilities. 

E 3 Thefe 

i Part of the coaft of Rolled swd FIander§. 
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Thefe evils were not remedied during the 
'^'^' latter part of the life of Conftantine; nor did- 
Conftantine his fon, who upon the divifion 
of the empire, received Britain as part of his 
Ihare, make the neceflary exertions to prCf- 
343* vent the frequency of thefe attacks. As 
little was the performance of Conftans, or of 
his brother Conftantius j nor was it 'till 
3^4* Theodofius arrived, whofe good fortune was 
equal to his valour and conduft, that any 
cfFeftual ftop was put to the evils that had 
fo long infefted the country. The Pifts, 
Scots, Franks, and Saxons, had then in fmall 
parties difperfed themfelves throughout the 
province, to extend their rapine and plunder; 
and for the commiflion of every outrage the 
wanton cruelty of a lawlefs band could fug- 
geft, Theodofius foon after his arrival, fud- 
denly divided his army into fmall parties ; 
and fell upon his enemies as they wandered 
about laden with fpoil., Incumbered with 
their unjuft gleanings, the deftruftion 
wrought upon them was complete, and laid 
the foundation of a fecurity that promifcd to 

be 
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be durable, ^fter obtaining thefe advan- 
tages, Theodofius directed his attention to 
the re-^edifying, and thorough repair of die 
cities, cafties, ^nd g^rrifons, which from 
thefe invaders, had fuftained no inconfider- 
able damage and ruin. 

After putting things into this ftate, Theo^ '.* 
dofius was recalled, and the death of Valqp7 374t 
tinian, which happened foon after, invplve<^ 
the empire in new troubles. In Britain, 
Maximus affumed the title of emperor, and 
after fecuring the province, prepared to affail 
Ji^is antagonjif^. 

The impolitic and fatal cuftom of filling 
up the vacancies of the Rqiifian army from 
forces raifcd in Britain, had been eftablifhed 
hy the earlier emperors ; and was now, for 
the laft time, exercifed by.;Maxjmus, Th^s 
.pernicious praftice, by the opportunity it af- 
forded, encouraged the Caledonians, as well 
as the Franks and Saxons in the frequency 
of their attacks, and now produced its final 
effeft :— the utter ruin and oyerthroy/, not 

p 4 only 
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only of the Roman, but alfo of the Britilh 
intereft and power in the province. For 
after his departure from Gaul, with apower-^ 
ful army felefted from the moft arduous and 
robuft of the Britifli youths ; the Saxons, 
Pifts, and Scots, renewed their accuftomed 
infultsj and not meeting with the reftraint 
and punifhment they had before received, 
eftablifhed themfelves in fuch part of the 
province, as feemed beft calculated to afFor4 
them a fecurity^ 

The rapid declenfion alfo of the Romfan 
A. D. empire, not a little affifted the fuccefs of 
^^'^' thpfe invaders. In their diftrefs, the Britan^ 
were compelled to elcft themfelves a king; 
who quickly perifliing, was fucceeded by 
others of as (hort a duration. Finding thefe 
means inefFe£l:ual, they again begged aid of 
the Romans; and Honorius, who then 
reigned, to rid bimfelf of their importuni- 
ties, and a territory he could neither fuccour 
or defend, finally refigned all pretenfions to 
^lo. the dominion of Britain, and abfolved its al- 
legiance to the empirct 

This 
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Tliis event gave a new courage to the in-- 
vaders, and redoubled the fears of the Bri^ 
tans. The Romans, with a noble and ge- 
nerous fpirit, upon two occafions which 
enfued, fent a legion to their afliftances if 
pofiible, to fave them from utter dellruftion : ^ jq 
exhorting them at their departure, to enure 434^ 
themfeives to war, and boldly affert their 
independence. 

Thus left to themfeives, the Britans fol- 
lowing their ancient cuftom, formed them- 
feives into fmall governments, and elefted a, 
chief to prefide over them, and lead them 
to battle. Of thefe, Vortigern was the firfl: 445» 
to efFeft the overthrow of the Pifts and 
Scots. For this purpofe, he aflbciated with 
him the Saxons, and gave them the ifle of 
Thanet, as a place of fecurity, in difenni- 
barking. 

But a few years elapfed, ere the Saxons, 
aiming at the fiipiCine dominion of Britain, 
turned their arms againft thofe they were 
hired to defend. The caftern part of Britain, 

in 
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in which is included the city of Kayr-Coel, 
was governed by Vortigcrn and his fon Vor-? 
timer ; and Kent, after a twenty years war, 
4y^.'rennained with Hcngift the Saxon general. 
This fmall diftrift was not fuited to the am- 
bition of Hengift, who at a feaft treache- 
roufly deftroying the chief of the Britans, 
obtained in exchange for the liberty of Vor- 
tigern whom he had fpared from flaughter, 
a large traft of country, which bordered 
upon his old dominion. 

By this murderous fcheme, Henglft ac- 
quired the poffeflion of Kayr-Coel, and of all 
the advantages to be derived from a fitua- 
tion, fo near to the Saxon coaft. The river 
which flowed around the city, formed at its 
outlet into the fea, a capacious harbour, 
where the Saxon veflels might ride with 
fafety; and gave Hengift the means of an 
eafy communication with his own country. 
Thefe as well as other advantages, as they 
efcaped not the notice of the Romans, nei- 
ther did they the penetration of the rapacious 
Saxon: but dividing his late acquired ter- 
ritories, 
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ritorics, Hcngift farmed a diftridl, to whicK 
he gave, the name of Eaft-Seaxe ; and Kayr* 
Cad, furrounded with its campSy and ftrong 
walk, became the impregnable faftnefs of 
the Saxons. 

This change of pofleffion, naturally in- 
duced a change of names and what had 
hitherto retained the name of Kayr-Coel, 
and Colon, became familiar to that of Colon 
or Colnc-Ceafter*, The form of govern- 
ment was alfo new modelled, and partook 
of the cuftoms and legal inflitutions of the 
Saxons. 

The magnificent tafte of the Romans in 
their public as well as private buildings, 
could not be more contrafted than it was by 
that of the Saxons. As if at war with every 

convenience 

* Formed from Coel, Colon, or Colonia; aiKl the 
latin word Caftra, fignifying a caftle, or garrifon. The 
word Caftra being ufed by the Romans to exprefs any 
flrong hold, the Saxons finding it impofed upon all places 
a£ ftrength and importance, adopted it, and exprefled it 
in their di^e^t by x\\^ word Ceallert 
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convenience of private life, they defpifed 
whatever neceflity feemed not to require, 
Thofc ftruftures which the cultivated and 
refined mind of the Roman produced fpon- 
taneoufly, were ill exchanged for the rude, 
mif-fhapen, and ftuntied hovels of the Saxons, 
Fierce in war, and keen in the acquirement 
of pofleifion, their minds were yet unfolded; 
nor had even agriculture, the firfl. and moft 
ncccffary art of life, received their feriou^ 
attention. 

Yet with all this degree of barbarifm, a, 
freedom unknown to more refined nation&n 
was cheriftied by the Saxon government. 
As if the child of warfare. Liberty, fhould 
delight to fpring up, and take a firm root 
amidft anarchy and confufion, and refidQ 
widi fuch a turbulent race, 

A.D. ^^ "^^^ ^^^^ fpirit of liberty, that probably 

p7- induced Erchenwin, the fon of OfFa, to fe- 

pcrate himfelf from the royalty eftablifhed 

by Hengift, and ereft for himfelf a kingdon> 

which comprifcd the country of the Eaft- 

Saxons^- 
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Saxons, and extended to the ancient linutl 
fixed to the Trinobantes. Of this kingdom^ 
Colne-Ceafter, and Londoh were the chief 
cities, and alternately claimed to be its ca- 
pital. This ftation, while fecurity, and 
goodnefs of fituation were the chief objects 
of defire, Colne-Ceafter retained j but whea 
trade and commerce began to be extended> 
and men thirfted after- wealth, the advan- 
tages of a river flowing with fuch depth as 
the Thames, quickly bereft every other j^acc 
of a claim to preference. 

The latter part of the long reign of Er- 
chenwin, was probably fpent in improving 
his new capital, and in regulating the aflfairs 
of his kingdom. Being a heathen, the 
chriftians under his government, as well as^ ^ 
that of Sledda who fucceeded him, under- 587. 
went continual perfecution. This terror 
purfued them 'till Soebyrht, the fon of Sled- 604* 
da, was converted, by the difcourfes of 
Auguftine the Monk, to the chriftian doc- 
trine. The zeal and piety of Scebyrht 
prompted him to creft the magnificent 

church 



*hurch and abbey of Thomey *, near Lon- 
don, which he dad chofen for his capital ; 
and to add to the fee and dominion of its 
■bifhop, the religious jurifdiiaion of that of 
Coine-Ceafter, which he abolifhed. 

The little ^attention that-feemed to have 
^oo.'Jbecn given «>. Colne-Ceafter, by Soebyrht, 
and thofe who iaccecded to the throne of 
the £aft-Sa«on6, as well as (he fudden in- 
creafe of ^ li^ondon in wealth ^ad fplendor, 
mud have occalioned a decay as rapid, as 
was the elevation of its rival. 

^g-^ This negleft and decay fell ^not only upon 
Colne-Geafter,. but many x)thcr of the cities 
and chief places of fecurity in Britain j and 
made them an eafy prey to thfe Danifh pirates 
who had began to infeft the coafts. 

-425. At this period Britain was divided intp 
feven provinces or kingdoms, each of which 
was governed by a chief, who aflumed regal 
honours. Amongft thefe, the kingdom of 

Eaft-Seaxe, 

* What is now called Weftminftcr- Abbey. 
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feaft-Seaxe, although fmall, ranked as one 
of the molt confcquehcc. Ecbyrht, whofe 
anibition extended far beyond the bounds of 
any of thefe ImaH provinces, fomicd a plan 
of conqueft, and made his eflay in that which 
was firft eftabliihed ; — ^the kingdom of Kent. 
This being fubdued, Eaft-Seaxe fubmitted 
itfelf to the viftorious Ecbyrht, and by add- 
ing a new vigour to his defign, foon brought 
it to a completion. 

Whether this uniting the fcveral king- 
doms of Brrtafn under one head, occafioned 
a langour and feeblencfs in its aftivc powers; 
or the Danes encouraged by the fuccefs they 
iiad met with in their former incurfions, ac- 
quired greater'boldnefs ; is unknown. Their 
piracies which they renewed with greater 
force and effeft, however, would induce a 
belief that their fuccefs was the refult.ofboth 
thefe caufes. Their country extended not only 
over Denmark, but along fome part of the 
coaft of Norway and HoHand; and this fitua- 
tion at the fame time that it gave them expe- 
rience and IkiU in maritime affairs, was con- 
venient 
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venicnt for their expeditions to the coafts of 
Britain and Gaul. Their manners were fierce 
and favage, and their conquefts ftained by 
cruelty and rapine. Even when led to war 
by their kings, they feemed not to depart 
from their accuftomed barbarifm, but waged 
battle with the ferocity and defperation of 
wretches devoted to the flaughter. 

After a feries of years, which Commenced 
and ended in blood, the Danes acquired a 
firm footing in Britain : eftahlifhing them- 
felves in the ftrong holds which the Saxons, 
ind before them the Romans, thought of the 
utmoft confequence to their fecurity, and 
the only efFeftual manacles to tame and 
keep in fubjedion the fpirit of the Britans. 

- j^ In the number of thefe ftrong holds, is 
879. reckoned Colne-Ceafter, which Godrun, the 
Danilh chief, fecured to himfelf by a treaty 
with -Sllfred; and, by embracing chriftia- 
nity, rendered his government Icfs odious to 
the Saxons as well as Britans. 

Godrun 
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Godrun dying foon after; -ffilfred, whofe"^*^* 
fcheities extended to the total extirpation of 
the Danes, took pdfleflion of his vacant 
territory, find foftified himfelf in the chief 
pilaces of ftrength. In Colne-Ceafter he 
placed Bertheolf, and created him earl of 
4ti to dignify his command by a title, which 
ihould owe its continuance only to a vigilant 
exertion. 

The -Danes ilot^ithftanding this, had yet 
places of ftrength in Eaft-Seaxe. After 
landing forces in Kent, to coUeft their 
accuftomed harveft, they navigated their 
veflels within the harbour of the river 
Golne*, thfere to await the arrival of the 
plunder. iElfred purfuing his defigns, laid 8g4« 
hands upon the booty they had gathered, 
and wrought them fo great a difcomfiture, 
that they fled acrofs the Thames towards 
their vefTels ; feeking for Ihelter in an ifland 
that lay at the mouth of the Colne f . The 
Danilh chief being darigeroufly wounded in 

F the 

* At Brecklefey, according to Speedy 
+ TheiilandofMerfea, 
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the late engagement, feared to enabark : for- 
tifying himfelf therefore as well as the 
time would permit, he remained blocked 
lip by the forces Alfred had drawn together 
for that purpofe. 

The ftrength of the ifland prevented -Al- 
fred entering with his army; and another 
party of Danes having laid fiege to Exeter, 
he was compelled to withdraw the chief of 
his forces from the ifland, and leave only a 
fufficient number to prevent incurfions or 
efcape. 

The fccurity this ifland afforded to the 
j^^^]),Danes, was the caufe of their making it a ft- 
^95' corid vifit. For when Alfred had purfued with 
rout and flaughter, a party of fugitive Danes, 
they fled to the ifland Merefige* in the 
river Colne, as a place that would give them 
effeftual flielter. Here they embarked, and 
purfued their accufl:omed way of life in other 
parts of Britain : until Alfred, finding they 
were to be quelled no other way, than by dc- 

ftroying 

• Merfea» 



( 67 ) 

ftroymg their veffels; conftrufted gallies^ and 
encountered them to advantage upon their 
own element. 

The death of ^Ifred^ which foon after A. D, 
cnfued, occafioned the commencement of a * 
new feries of trouble, ^thelwald, the ne- 
phew of -Alfred, wilhing to poflefs himfelf 
of the fovereignty of Britain, aflembled an 904. 
armjr of Danes and Normans. Landing 
with thefe in Eafk-Seaxe, he quickly feized 
upon Colne-Ccaftcr, and the adjacent coun- 
try; unable to withftand fuch a powerful 
enemy : but being defeated and flain the en- 
fuing year, Edward, the fon of iElfred, re- 
ceived [the homage of the Danes refiding 
at Colne-Ceafter, and eftablifhed peace, 
which however was but of (hort duration. 

The mixture of Britans, Romans, Saxons, 
and Danes, which compofed the*inhabitants 
of Colne-Ceafter, occafione.d ifhem to have 
little confidence in each other, and as little 
ft'eadinefs in their allegiance. The Danes, 
however, were the moil to be feared, as be- 

F a ing 
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ing the laft whom war had placed within its 
walls. To fecure them, entrenched as they 
were in the bounds of a ftrong garrifon, from 
A.D.^ revolt; Edward encamped with a large 
9'3« array at Maeldunef; and finding it a pro- 
per place to eftablifh a garrifon, that might 
aft as a reftraint upon the Danes in Colne- 
Ccafter, he foon a^fter rebuilt and forti- 
fied it. 

Having thus fecured what otherwife might 
have become a refuge to the Danes, he be- 
gan to put in execution the defign he had 
formed of extirpating them. For this pur- 
pofe he gathered together a large army, and 
laid fiege to Colne-Ceafter ; which, not be- 
ing able to withftand the force brought 
againft it, foon fell, by the weight and vio- 
lence of the aflault, into the hands of Ed- 
ward. The Danes, who were the (ofe ob- 
jefts of vengeance upon this occafion, died 
by the joint fword of the Saxon and Britan;. 
and the fury with which the flaughter com- 

menced 

•f Maldon, 
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fnenced gave no opportunity of efcape ; ex- 
cept to a very few, who delperately leaping 
over the walls, fled into Eaft Anglia *. 

The fcheme which Edward had formed 
of expelling the Danes from Colne-Ceafter 
feems to have received mature deliberation, 
and to have been put in praftice with much 
caution and fkill. The fortifications he had 
conftrufted at Maeldune, ferved a double 
purpofe, which the Danes in the extremity 
of their ill fortune could well perceive. They 
faw themfelves blocked up from efcape upon 
that fide, and felt to their coft that it was 
from thence iflued their annoyance. The 
Ipirit of revenge led them forth againft it, 
with what force they could mufter; but this 
fpirit was foon quelled by the numbers that 
aflembled for its proteftion, and the Danes 
retired in difappointment, difmay, and dif- 
order. 

To confirm a work fo happily accom- 
plilhed, Edward placed an army of Weft 

F 3 Saxons 
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Saxons within the city of Colne-Ceaftcr j 
and, by repair.ing its walls, which had fuf- 
fered great damage, fecured it efFedtually 
from any future attempts of the Danes of 
£afl Anglia. 

A.D. 

993- Although more than fcventy years had 

clapfed fincc their laft overthrow at Mael- 
dune, the Danes feemed to have cherifhed 
their hatred againil that place ; and landing 
at Gypefwic*, proceeded to execute their 
revenge. Colne-Ceafter being well fortified 
againft all aflailants, the Danes palled it by^ 
and advanced towards Macldune; where 
Byrhtnoth the ealdorman of King ^thelred, 
lay encamped. Byrhtnoth, at their approach, 
drew out his forces; but the fury of the 
Danes bore down all refiftance, and com- 
pelled ^thelred to accede to the terms of a 
difhonourable peace. 

This however was but of fliort duration. 
The Danes renewed their barbarities, and 
ilithelred, to free himfelf from a people 

which 
* Ipfwich^ 
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which he could neither truft nor civilize, . 
formed a fcheme for their total extirpation. 1002 
This fcheme, which was executed with un- 
remitting fury and hatred, ferved but to roufc 
the vindiftive fpirit of the Danes ; and it was 
not long ere they poflefled themfelves of 
CoJne-Ccafter, and with it, the chief part 
of the country of the Eaft Saxons. 

Encouraged by this fuccefs, they foon 
found within their grafp, a condderable part 
of Britain ; and ftaid not in purfuing their 
conquefts, 'till the decifive battle of AfTan- 
dune*, left them nothing more to defire. loio 

Thus fubjugated to a cruel and rapacious / 
enemy, the ftate of Britain needed not to be 
more defperate. The negleft of the Danilh 
kings to every thing except what ferved to 
maintain a military fiercenefs, occafioned a 
barbarifm and depravity that ended not but 
with the Norman conqueft :— a period which 
now haftily approached • 

F 4 The 
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The debility occafioned by this frequent 
.change of government, and by the intermix-r 
ture of people who -bore to each other irrcr 
concileable hatred, aided the defigns of Wil- 
liam the Norman ; who after the deftruftion 
^ p.pf Harold and the Englifh hoft at the battle 
jo66pf Haftings, felted himfelf on the throne of 
Britain. 

This event inftpad of producing a change 
for the better, ferye^ but to rivet the decay 
that had long been preying upon the chief 
cities of Britain. For William, trufting 
more to the fidelity of his own countrymen, 
than to the local ftrength of any particular 
flation ; dealt out the poffeflions of the Sax- 
ons, to fuch of his Norman followers, as had 
been confpicuous either for valour or faith- 
fulnefs. The extent and value of the dif- 
tridls portioned out upon this occafion, were 
very great j and conferred an authority, 
which had fcarce any other boundary' than 
the will of the pofleffor. To fecure the du- 
r^tipn of this authorjtyi caftles were erefted i 

which 
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'sw'hich alfo fcrved to over-awe and' keep ia 
fubjeftion the whole country; In thcfe the 
Norman lords enjoyed a folitary dignity, and 
thence iffucd with the force of their terri- 
tory, to affift their fovereign when war called 
him to defend his own rights, or ambitioa 
prompted him to invade thofe of others. 

Among the number of thofe to whom 
WiUiam> as a teftimony of his friendfhip, 
granted fuch extenfive poffeflions 5 is ranked 
Eudo : a Norman lord, whofe father was in 
high truft with William, and employed by 
him upon occafions that required uxicommou 
fidelity. A confiderable part of Eudo's ter- 
ritory being in Effex, he chofe, prompted hj 
reafons of convenience and pleafure, to efta- 
blilh his refidence in Colne-Ceafter ; and, 
following the mode of his country, conftruft 
an habitation fuitable to his dignity, and the 
power he enjoyed. 

For this purpofe, he felefted a fituation, 
that probably had been long before made 
aufc of by the ancient Britilh kings, and the 

Romaa 
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Roman governors, for a fimilar purpofe. The 
refidcnce of Cunobiline, and in after times of 
Coel, not improbably occafioned the found- 
ation of ftruftures, which were not yet totally 
deftroyed. Upon fuch part as time, civil 
commotion, and foreign deftruftion had 
A.D.fpared of the ancient palace of Coel^ Eudo 
'^^ laid the foundation of his cattle, conftrufting 
it after the model ufed by the Normans, and 
completely finilhed it, with all the apparatusj 
the arts, and contrivances ufed in their fyftcnx 
of defence. 

Having thus made permanent the feat of 
his power, Eudo began to reftify the dif- 
orders and grievances with which he was 
fyrrounded. To efFeft which with greater 
eafe, he obtained of William Rufus the go- 
vernment of Colne-Ceafter, and by means of 
this additional authority, reftrained the info- 
lent, and protefted the oppreffed. 

That judicial proceedings might be had 
with convenience and ftate, he erefted a 
court-houfe, which contained within its 

walls^ 
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♦rails, befidcs a public hall for the hearing 
of caufes, a chamber of council, and a placq 
of confinement for the licentious and unruly. 

The policy and good conduct of Eudo 
foon worked a revolution in the affairs of 
the public, and reftored a tranquillity that 
had long been banifhed. 

The high office of fteward to the kingy 
v^hich Eudo had long enjoyed, feemed to call 
upon him to execute fome work, in which 
piety joined with grandeur might extend his 
fame while living, and fecure him an ho- 
nourable remembrance. The inftitutions of 
monkifh fcclufion was a field which Eudo 
found particularly adapted to his purpofej 
and the foundation of a monaftery was a work 
that admitted of magnificence of defign, and, 
by the exiftent belief of that day, was of ne- 
ceffity to enfure a future welfare. 

The fpot chofen for this occafion, was a 
dry and pleafant eminence upon the fouth 
fide of the town, and the building was com- 
menced 
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^•^"mcnccd with every ceremony of pomp ani 
feafting. 

When Eudo had accomplifhed his pur- 
pofe in the eonftruftion of the monaftery, 
unforefcen difficulties arofe by the difcontent 
of the monks appointed to refide in it ; and 
it was feveral years, ere the liberality of the 
founder was rewarded by the gratitude and 
quiet behaviour of thofe for whom it was 
crefted. 

1 1 04 The work of confecration was yet unac-« 
complifhed. This folemnity, Maurice, bi- 
fhop of London, performed; who, as was 
ufual in fuch ceremonies, received the of- 
ferings of Eudo, and his devout friends, at 
the high altar of the church, 

Thefe works of munificence, not unlikely 
ftimulated Henry, who now fat on the throne 
of Britain, to do fomething in the general 
buiinefs of reformation and improvement 
planned, and thus far carried on by Eudo. 
The recent conqueft of Britain, by William 

the 
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the Norman, made a confirmation of the 
ancient liberty enjoyed by the fubjeft, a 
matter of great defire and confequence. 
This confirmation Henry aflured to the in- 
habitants of Colne-Ccaftcr by letters patent, 
and granted thefti fuch other privileges as 
the neceflity of the times required, 

Eudo, after enjoying the fruits of his be- 
nevolence to a good old age, died at the 
caftle of Preaux in Normandy, from whence ^'^q* 
he was brought and interred in the monafte- 
ry he had ereded and endowed : retting fi- 
nally in the midft of works which manifefted 
his liberality, his opulence, and his piety. 

By what means part of the poffeiHions of 
Eudo fell into the king's hands, is unknown. 
The caftle which he had ereded at Colne- 
Ceaftcr became the property of tiie crown, 
although GeoflTry de Mandeville, the grand- 
fon of Eudo, was in fuch eftimation with 
Stephen, the fucceflbr of Henry, as to obtain 
of him the earldom of Eflex, and the fte- 
wardfhip gf Normandy. The town itfelf 

being 
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being part of the royal demefncs was alfo irt 
the hands of Stephen ; who as well as his 
fucceflbr Henry the Second, let it to the ihc- 
riff of Effex for an annual fum of money, 
which was exafted of the inhabitants with 
rigour. This grievance was however foon 
after redreffed by a grant from Henry, upon 
their engaging to pay an annual fee-farm 
rent of forty-two pounds. 

The example of Eudo in the ereftion of 
a monaftery foon produced its effeft. It was 
not long ere Eynulph projefted the building 
a priory ; which when finiihed he dedicated 
to St. Botolph and St. Julian. In the con- 
ftruftion of the church of the priory, the 
magnificence of Eudo was well imitated, if 
not exceeded by Eynulph ; who, if he pof- 
feffed not the opulence of Eudo, rivalled him 
in the noblenefs and grandeur of his defigns. 

As at this period of time, the fovereigns 
of Britain drew their chief ftrength from 
the Barons ; it became neceffary, when any 
of them died without immediate defcend-^ 

ants. 
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juits, to place in their ftrong holds fome 
trufly warrior, who fliould fecure the power 
of the diftrift from being dilperfed, and pre- 
vent the intrufion of any who might incline 
to a different intereft. The poflcffion of 
the cattle which Eudo had erefted, as it 
commanded the whole force of Colne-Ceafter 
(which had become feudatory to it) and was 
alfo conftrufted with every advantage of de- 
fence, was of confiderable importance. This 
fortrefs was therefore given in charge by 
Henry the Second to Hubert de St. Clare 5 
a man who fecured the reputation of valour 
and fidelity he had acquired, by the extraor- 
dinary circumftanccs of his death. 

For Hubert, with the power under his 
command, being attmdant on Henry at the 
fiege of Bridgenorth, where Hugh de Morte- 
mere had potted himfclf in array ; and per- 
ceiving an arrow aimed at the king, who 
was defencelefs; with a romantic gallantry 
fteppcd before him, and received the weapon 
in his own breatt : faving the life of his fo- 
vereign by his own immediate deftruftion. 

By 
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By this aftion Hubert deprived his owni | 
family of a proteftor, the want of which was 
fupplied by Henry, who married. the only 
daughter of Hubert to William de Lan^* 
Tallei, and endowed her with the poffeffionr 
of her father; adding as a further mark of his 
cfteem for the memory of Hubert, the cuf* - 
tody of that caftle, which was become un^ 
tenanted by his death. 

In imitation of his predeceffors in powers - 
William de Lanvallei founded, near the 
principal gate of Golne-Ceafter, a convent 
for Crouched Friars of the order of St. Au- 
guftine ; expefting, as the opinions of the 
times direfted, like them, to receive a rewar^ 
beyond temporal honour or fame for fuch an 
inftance of religious pifty. 

The barons and great men, ever fince the 
invafion of William, having been chiefly of 
Norman origin, occafioned the introduftion 
of the language of that nation, as a matter 
of elegance and refinement ; and every thing 
which was diltinguiihed by a Saxon name^ 

was^ 
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vras, if it remained unchanged, altered to 
fuit the pronunciation of the Norman tongue. 
It was this innovation that probably occa- 
lioned the Saxon term of Colne-Ceafter, to 
be foftened into Cole-Chefter, or Col-Chef- 
ter ; as of eafier and more falhionable deli* 
vcrance. 

m 

The fecurity of the rights and liberties ofA.D.^ 
the people, feems to have engaged the ear- * * ^9 
lieft attention of the Britilh kings. Impa- 
tient of honourable dominion, their firft aft of 
power was to confirm and extend the freedom 
of the public, and diflipate the gloom of 
flavery. The bafe and narrow principles of 
defpotifm were indignantly fpurned by mo- 
narchs, who, like the people over whom they 
reigned, cheriftied the genuine ardour of li- 
berty. It was thus with the firft Richard, 
whole romantic gallantry and warlike fpirit, 
however obfolete and exploded, wrought ef^ 
fefts that extended through many ages. He 
was fcarce feated on the throne of Britain, 
ere he hafted to confirm the ancient liberties 
of his people^ and particularly thofe of the 

G mea 
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men of Colchefter j to whom alfo, by a volun- 
A.D.tary charter, he granted, what in thofe days 
^ ' ^9 were efteemed as privileges, extenfive and 

highly valuable. 

The long abfence of Richard in Paleftine, 
whither he was drawn by the religious zeal 
of the Crufadors, and the ftiort duration of 
his reign after his return, admitted of but 
few more inftances of patriotifm. This de- 
ficiency was ill fupplied by his fucceflbr John, 
whofe contefts with the barons, whatever 
might have been his original defigns, totally 
prevented his attention from being placed 
upon the welfare cither of the whole, or any 
particular part of his dominions. 

So far from it, few places were exempt 
From being involved in the troubles, whicK 
by the ill policy of his government, extended . 
nearly throughout the kingdom. It had beed 
ufual for Colchefter to receive a confiderable 
fliare of the public diforders, and upon this 
occafion it was not paffed by or forgotteni 
1 21 5 For Saher de Quincy Earl of Winchefter, 

with 
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iffith dn armed force of foreign foldiery, beflt 
his cotirfe towards its walls^ with intention 
of gaining a poft that would give importance 
to his defigns. Unable to accort?pli(h his 
purpofe either by open aflault or infidious 
furprife> he began the operations of a fiege, 
<Jirefting his chief attention towards the re- 
duftion of the caftle 5 which being of conft* 
derable ftrength, was the principal objeft of 
his enterprife ; and once gained, would en- 
fure him an enviable permanency* To pre- 
vent this> the Barons aflembled at London 
prepared to encounter the Earl, who unablii 
to cope with fuch formidable aflailants, fled> 
upon their approach, to Saint Edmund's- 
bury. A more favourable opportunity foon 
afterwards offering, Saher returned to the 
aflault, in which fucceeding to his wilh, he 
garrifoned the caftle with a party compofed 
of his foreign troops, and fuch raw and un- 
experienced foldicrs as he was able to colleft 
in his progrefs* 

John, amidft the variety of his troubles, 
brooked not thefc infults, but haftening in 
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perfon to Colchefter, with what force he 
could gather, invefted the caftle, and cut 
off from it every fource of communication 
with his enemies. Deprived by thefe means 
of all chance of efcape or relief, the fo- 
reign foldiery, terrified by their hopclefi 
fituation, and furrounded with danger, 
delivered themfelves and their fortrcfs into 
the hands of John; ftipulating to be al- 
lowed to depart with their goods and 
amour to their countrymen in London, and 
that their Englifh afTociates might retain 
their liberty, paying reafbnable ranfbm. 
Thefe conditions John obferved with refpedl 
to the foreign troops, but the Englifli he 
dealt with as traitors, placing them in ftrid 
confinement s which behaviour of his nearly 
proved fatal to thofe that efcaped : for upon 
their arrival at London, they were appre- 
hended and charged with treafon in not 
gaining a treaty as beneficial for the Engliih 
as for themfelves. 

Thefe were not the only inftances of out- 
rage of which Colchefter was the fccne. The 

French 
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French foldiers under the comnnand of Louis, 
the fon of Philip the Second of France, who 
had entered into a league with the Englifli 
Barons, had no fooner gained a footing in 
the kingdom, than their tyrannical^ and op- 
preflive fpirit began to fhine forth in its true 
colours. Inftead of rendering that afliftance 
to the Barons they had engaged to afford, 
their attention was direftcd towards Ipoil and 
plunder. All the eaft parts of England fe- 
verely felt the fatal effefts of this ra(h and 
inconfiderate affociation. The inhabitants 
were made the fervile and flavifh tributaries 
of Louis, and reduced to the mod mifcrable 
Hate of fubjeftion. Neither private or public 
property were fecure ; even the churches were 
ranfacked and fpoiled of their ornaments and 
utcnfils of gold and filver. The Barons them- 
felves and their followers, inftead of prevent- 
ing thefe injuries, in their progrefs to Lon- 
don, added, by fimilar prafticcs to the pub- 
lic calamity ; and finally obliged the inha- 
bitants of Colchcfter to pay a heavy fum as a 
ranfom from a general plunder, 

G 3 When 
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When the Barons had accompliflied their 
purpofe in obtaining from John, that grand 
palladium of Englilh liberty, Magna-Gharta | 
and had eftablifhed Henry the Third as his 
fucceflbr on the throne, it became a taflc of 
fome difEculty to expel their French affociate 
Louis, from the footing he had gained, 
Lioath to relinquifli the idea of being pof- 
A.D.fefled of Britain, Louis fought to maintain 
^^'^ and extend his ground. The eaftern part of 
the kingdom was the field of his exploits and 
victories. Colchefter foon faw difplayed on 
its walls the ftandard of France; and the 
caftle, which he invefted, after a fhort fiege^ 
became difhonoured by fubmiffion to a fo^^ 
reign power. 

Yet notwithftanding this degree of fuccefs, 
the ftrenuous exertions of the Barons and 
Henry, now no longer divided, but united 
in one common caufe, foon compelled Louis 
to refign his conquefts, and the pleafing; 
dreams of a Britilh empire. Evacuating, 
therefore, a territory, which he found him- 

felf 
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/eif unable to retain, he departed reluftantly 
With his followers, to his own country, in 
chagrin and difappointment. 

Many years muft have elapfed ere the ef- 
fefts produced by a feries of fuch turbulent 
events were completely. worn away, aad im- 
provement rudely checked, commenced anew^ j^ 
its flow progrefs. Henry, not unmindful of 1253 
the neceflity of regal favour towards the fur- 
therance of fuch a work, followed the ex- 
amples of his predeceflbrs, in confirming and 
extending by charter the rights and privi- 
leges of thofe who inhabited a place bending 
under the weight of recent misfortunes. The 
enfuing reign of Edward the Firft was peace- 
ful with refped to ,Colchefter; yet the dif- 
turbances which arofe in other parts of Bri- 
tain, occafiooed very large fums to be levied 
for the exigences of war. Thefe fums were 
raifed by a valuation of the goods and chat- 
ties of every individual, in which the mod 
minute article either of drefs or ornament 
cfcapied not being eftimated, and reckoned 
>n the catalogue of extortion. Sometimes a 

G 4 feventh, 
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fevcnth, a twelfth, and even a fifteenth of 
the whole moveable property in the kingdom 
pafTed into the innperial coffers, and this con- 
tribution was frequently enforced many times 
in the fame reign. 

A fifteenth was levied upon the inhabitants 
of Colchefter, in the firft of the reign of Ed- 
ward, and repeated in the eighth i a tallage 
in his fourth year, and in his twenty-fourth 
a feventh ; again in the twenty-ninth year of 
the fame Edward, another fifteenth was le- 
vied, which frequency and uncertainty oc- 
cafioned an univerfal hatred to this method 
of fubfidy *• 

This way of raifing a fupply, however diC- 
^ J) agreeable, was repeated in Colchefter in the 
iJijenfuing reign of the fccond Edward, and 

evea 

♦ Shakefpear, by the mouth of a meflcngcr to Jack 
Cade> exprelTes the public hatred of thefe odious levies* 

«*— Here's the Lord Say, which fold the town in France; 
he made us pay one and twenty fifteenths^ and one (hil« 
ling to the pounds the laft fubfidy. 

Second part of Heniy Vlf AA 4« Skxne i% 



( 89 ) 

even until it wrought its own cure by oc- 
cafioning the eftablifhment of a more equita- 
ble, and lefs oppreffive method of taxation. 

Not wholly inattentive to the benefit of 
of thofe from whom thefe fupplies were re-^ p^ 
ceived, Edward confirmed the ancient rights 13^* 
of the inhabitants of Colchefter by his chart- 
er i and added to them fuch other privileges 
as were either defirable in their nature, or belt 
cxpreffed royal favour and confidence. 

One of the mofl: valuable of thefe, which 
they held by the grant of Richard the Firft, 
excited the avaricious difpofition of a power- 
ful and tyrannical man, and inftigated him to 
attempt its acquifition. This was the fifherjr 
of the river Colne, which Lionel de Bra- 
denham endeavoured to enclofe, and appro- 
priate to his own ufe. Being foiled in this 
attempt by the authority of Robert de Hcrle, 
Lord Admiral, he fought revenge by the 
moft unjuftifiable means. He retained in 
his fcrvice a band of defperate outlaws, who 
wcr^ inured to all kinds of mifchief, and 

fcruplcd 
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fcrupled not to aft whatever the vindiftive 
fpirit of their patron fuggefted, or their own 
imagination direfted would be agreeable to 
him, and recommend them to his favour. 

With this lawlefs clan, Lionel beliegcd 
Colchefter, or rather befet its avenues ; and 
during three months kept the inhabitants in a 
continual alarm by his outrages : making a 
final effort, by his incendiaries, in an attempt 
to reduce the place to aflies. However, it 
vras not long ere thefe exploits brought about 
his ruin, and compelled him to fcreen his 
forfeited life under a pardon. 

It is not known to what extent, cither trade 
or manufafture had been carried at this*early 
period; or of what particular natures they 
were. It may be fuppofcd, however, that 
the former was extenfive ; and, that notwith- 
fianding the natural difadvantage of a ftial- 
low and narrow ftream, the port ef Colchefter 
was well frequented both by foreign and 
Englifh veflels. As a port of this defcrip- 
tion, it had already furniflied to Edward the 
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Thkd, iipon. occafian of a great navaVarma:? 
ment dcftined to the blockade of Calais, five 
Ihips, and one hundred and feventy mariners. 
The law which Edward enafted, making it 
felony for any perfon to export wool, proba- 
bly introduced the fabrication of cloth, from 
an article otherwife ufelefe and unprofitable ; 
and finally in the encouragement it received, 
put down every other fpecies of manufadure. 

As Colchcfter had furnifhed in its way to- 
wards the armament of Edward, fo it partook 
of the honour of his triumph after the viftory 
pf CrejQy. Many prifoners of note wei*e led 
in the train of the puiflant conqueror, and 
the cuftody of them were made marks of fa- 
vour and confidence. Some of thefe captivc^i 
were delivered to the Bayliflfs of Colchefteri 
and, while fuch a charge foothed their pride 
as vidtors, convinced them that the armed; 
national force had not been feebly direftedj 
ipr mifapplied. 

In the midfl: of the viftories of Edward, 
vrhich yet caft a luftre upon the national 
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charafter of the Englifli, that tremendous 
fcourgc, the plague, twice ftiook the walls 
of Colchefter, and with its ufual rapidity, 
hurried immenfe numbers into one common 
grave. 

A.D. Before the final clofe of the illuftrious 
'^^ reign of Edward, he confirmed the inhabi- 
tants of Colchcfter in their liberties: which 
worthy example the fecond Richard delayed 
not to follow, by a charter which he granted 
them in the fuA year of his reign. 

The confufion introduced by the traitorous 
infurreftion of Wat Tyler, which happened 
in the early days of Richard, extended to 
Colchefter ; notwithftanding the chief fcene 
of aftion was far diftant. J. Ball, a priefl, 
laying afide his holy funftion, became one 
of the chief incendiaries, and took refuge in 
Colcheflcrj where probably he had adhe- 
rents, and thought by their means to have 
fecured a place that would have afforded a 
confequence to his undertaking, and an afy- 
lum in cafe of neceflity^ 

Wat 
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Wat Tyler, and the chief of his aflbciatcs 
being put to death, fuch few as remained, 
fled, and dilpcrfed themfelves over the. coun« ' 
try. Sonne of them arriving at Colchefter, 
endeavoured to raife a feditious fpirit amongft 
the loweft of the people, and inftigate them 
to join in a revolt, which had already fhow- 
ered down its fatal effefts upon their dcf- 
perate leader, and his principal abettors. 

In this however they were difappointed,A.D, 
and the alarm of a French invafion foon after '387 
tSeAuslly put a flop to the growth of fedi* 
tion. Richard, apprehenfive that his enemies 
might, (following the example of ancient 
times) make the acquifition of Colchefter 
their firft objeft 5 iffued a commiflion of ar- 
ray. All the inhabitants between the age of 
iixteen and three fcore, were compelled to 
take arms, and harnefs themfelves ready for 
the combat. Every thing was in readinefs 
for the reception and annoyance of the ex- 
pefted enemy , but the vigilance of Richard, 
and the ardour of his preparations, cffcAuzU 
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iy prevented the execution of whatever fchemd 
might have been intendedi 

In thofe events which wrought the dowri- 
fal of the unfortunate Richard, and elevated 
his rival to the throne, the inhabitants o^ 
. P Colchefter had no Ihare. Henry the Fourth> 
1400 as foon as he had eftablifhed himfelf in le- 
curity, was content merely to ratify their 
ancient privileges without either extending 
or diminilhing them* 

1413 The condudl of Henry the Fifth was dif* 
ferent. Not content with a bare confirma- 
tion of their ancient rights, he explained 
what before had been couched in obfcure 
terms, and completed, by the addition of ^ 
new grant, what his anceftors had left, vrt^ 
*finilhed, or the variation of time and circum-- 
ftance had made neceflary. 

Although the favour of the fovereigns of 
England had been fo frequently extended to 
Colchefter, yet the number of their vifits to 
it had been fmalh Henry the Sixth was the 

next 
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next after John, whom occaGons of neccffityA.D. 
or curiofity impelled to the journey. On his *^^ 
arrival, the ceremonies attending a royal vifit, 
and every circumftance of pageantry and re- 
joicing were not omitted or difregarded. 

The eafy difpofition and calmnefs of tem- 
per which Henry Ihewed upon every occa-. 
fion, fo unlike the turbulent impetuofity of 
the chief charafters with which he was fur- 
rounded, has been the means of his being 
ftigmatized as impotent and pufiUanimous, 
To ihew the irijuftice of thefe epithets, would 
be a tafk of little difficulty -, however, that 
he was liable to impofition^ and the artifices 
of deception, from the unfufpeftingnefs of 
his temper, may be admitted without injury 
to his charafter. The grant of the Fifhery, 1446 
to the rapacious cravings of the Earl of Ox- 
ford, fo often confirmed by his regal prede- 
cefTors, *to the inhabitants of Colchefter, is 
to be attributed to his wgnt of information, 
rather than to an inability of judgment, or 
an inclination to commit injury* 

This 
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This attempt of the Earl, although not 
made in fuch a boifterous way as that of 
Lionel de Bradenham's, tended to the fame 
end : — the appropriation of public property 
to private ufe. This, however, the equity 
of feveral legal decifions prevented ; and at 
the fame time that it cancelled the EarPs 
grant, and barred his future pretenfions, 
firmly eflablifhed the inhabitants of Col- 
chefler in their claim. 

Between the time of the EarVs infidioufly 
obtaining this grant, and the decifions which 
abolifhcd his hopes of reaping any benefit by 
it, Henry, however lingular it may feem, 
confirmed the inhabitants of Colchefter in 
their ancient claim to this valuable part of 
their property: fo far, and by the charter 
which contained this confirmation, repairing 
the unintentional injury he had committed* 

The flern and bloody conflifts which over- 
threw this unfortunate prince, and uprooted 
him from the feat of poweo arofe and ter- 
minated 
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.minuted in other parts of the kingdom t 
neverthelefs, as even private opinion in fuch 
an important caufe could infer a degree of 
guilty Edward the Fourth wiped away from 
the inhabitants of Colchefler^ all accufation 
and reproach^ by a general pardon. 

To conciliate likewife the minds of thofe, 
who although not immediately concerned, 
muft in fome degree remotely feel the efFefts 
ofthofe convulfions which difplaced the un-^ £j^ 
happy Henry, Edward renewed the chartered h6* 
liberties of Colchefter, and granted (bme new 
marks of indulgence and favour. 

Although little was to be feared from the 
occafional reiidence of an unknown and 
obfcure perfonj yet from extreme watch- 
fulnefs and caution left any one Ihould in- 
trude whofe defigns might be inimical to 
the public fafety, no ftranger was permitted 
to abide more than forty days within the . 
walls of Colchefter, without fwearing fealty 
to the king, and thereby removing all Caufe 
of apprchcnfion. This cuftom probably arofe 

H in 
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in the earlier times of the Saxon governments; 
and being of utility to bring into view the 
political fentiinents of occafional fojournersj 
continued to be exercifed when the original 
caufe of its creation was forgotten^ 

A.D. The reign of Richard the Third was mark- 
''^ ^ed by tyranny and bloodfhedj and that of 
1485 Henry the Seventh, his dcftroyer, charac- 
terized by avarice, rapine, and extortion^ 
Engaged in thefe unkingly exploits, it is not 
wonderful that neither of thefe monarchs be* 
flowed any particular care to advance the 
welfare of a people, whom the one regarded 
as flavcs, and the other merely as tools for the 
accumulation of wealth, which, like afpunge,. 
they were to difgorge at the fqueeze of roy^ 
alty. However, as it had become cuftomary 
to afTure the continuance of the rights of cor--^ 
porate bodies, a charter to that effect, found 
its way to pafs the feal of Henry, confirming 
the inhabitants of Colchefter in the exerci^ 
of their antient franchifes, and annexing to 
their jurifdiftion the four hamlets of Lexden^r 

Mile-End^ Gxeenftead^ and Beer-Cliurch. 

The 
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The fame aflbrance^ Henry the Eighth A. D. 
like wife made to them foon after he afcended '^^' 
the throne^ as the efFufions of a liberal mindj 
yet untutored in the principles of delpotifm. 

The demon of mifchief had not yet taken 
(x>frefl]6n of Henry, and ere deftrpAion over- 
whelmed the monument of thc-piety of Eudo^ 
the abbey of St. John, it was to receive with- 
in its walls, the unfortunate Catharine of 
Arragon, and afford her (helter and enter- 
tainment in her religious pilgrimage to our 
Lady c^ Walfingham^ 

The fancied fanftity of this holy Ihrine^ 
occafioned the daily refort of an infinite 
number of people ^ and amongll the reft 
wrought upon the pardonable fuperftition of 
Catharine, to ieek an expiation of her fins, 
and a relief from trouble, in the performance 
of her religious duties at the feet of iti Her 
journey havingbrought her near coColdKtfter, 1516 
(he was met, and condudted by the bayliffs, 
to the abbey ; and there with her magnificent 
retinue, received and enteruined by the ab- 
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bot with regal hofpitality, and unaccuftomed 
pomp. The bayliffs not to be outdone in 
tokens of eftcem and regard for the confort 
of their fovereign, prefented her at her de- 
parture with a purfe of gold j and attended 
her to the confines of their liberties, in the 
foreft of Kingfwood, with all the circum- 
ftances of magifterial dignity. 

This attention and regard, although di- 
refted to a queen haftening from negleft into 
difgrace, was probably not ill relilhed by 
Henry : but, with the ready grant of a loan 
of money, which he requefted of the inhabi- 
tants of Colchefter, might be conjointly the 
caufe of the liberality of his favours to them. 
. j^ The extenfive foreft of Kingfwood, lying, on 
1536 the north fide of the town, he granted for 
the trifling fum of one hundred pounds, to 
the burgeflcs of Colchefter 5 and, included 
in the charter which fecured to them fuch a 
valuable demefne, an exemption from ferv- 
ing the office of Sheriflf, and the privilege of 
chufing two Coroners. 

The 
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The aflumption which Henry made to- 
wards the conclufion of his reign, of fuprcme 
head of the Engliih church, was the ground^ 
work and foundation of religious liberty. 
The ftruftures of catholic fuperftition and 
error, were foon Ihook to the earth -, and in 
their ruin, unfolicited charity to the indigent, 
and hofpitality to the houfelefs wanderer, 
were overwhelmed » 

The decay that fell upon the magnificent 
monaftery, and church of St. John, the pri- 
ory of St. Botolph, the hoipital and church 
of the Crouched Friars, and other religious 
ftruftures of lefs note, occafioned confternar- 
tion and grief; and their demolition and 
utter ruin which foon after followed, com-, 
pletcd the defpair of thofe, who chiefly de- 
pended upon the charity and benevolence 
which conftantly ftretched forth the hand of 
celicf at their gates^ 

The work of reformation is feldom carried A. D. 
ca with judgment, or without committing '^^^ 
^fts of injufticc and cruelty. John Beche, 
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the abbot of St. John's, keeping firm in the 
do6trine of papal fupremacy, difowned and 
difregardcd the pretenfions of Henry. The 
baylifFs of Colchefter, in the zeal of vindi- 
cating their fovereign, haftily fnatched his 
impetuous and vindiftive fpirit, and with a 
wanton tyranny fportcd over the objeft of 
their wrath. Inviting the abbot to a friendly 
entertainment, when hilarity and mirth had 
overfpread the foul of the unfufpefting vic- 
tim, the fatal warrant was difclofed; and 
death made more poignant by the praftifca 
of refined tyranny, was haftily inflifted as tho 
punifhment of furmifed, fhadowlefs, and un- 
fubftantial treafon. 

A. D. The fcitc of the abbey, now totally aban- 
^^^^^to fecular purpofes, Henry granted for a 
term of years to Sir Thomas Darcy. Its cx-» 
tenfive poffeflions alfo were knavifhly under-i? 
valued, and greedily devoured by infaiiatcsi 
who, as Iharks purfuing a fleet, or ravens an 
army, cruize about the tyrant of a ftate, and 
grafp at the property rapacioufly torn from 
the true owners, 

The 
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The other reKgious foaindations foon fuf- 
fercd a fimilar fate, and their poffeflSons 
followed in the fame traft : being given by 
Henry as rewards for flavifli acquiefcenCe, 
^r fold for fums trifling and inadequate to 
their value. 

It requires little judgment to perceive, 
that, except in religious liberty, the aboli- 
tion of the monafteries, was attended with 
no peculiar advantages to the public. The 
mere change of property, from the hands of 
a fociety of venerable and religious mert, 
profcffing the doftrines of charity and bene- 
volence; to thofe of individuals, bloated with 
ambition, and ideas of aggrandifement; would 
occafion confequences, if not injurious to the 
community, yet productive of no real or fub- 
ilantial benefit. For while one were exer- 
cifing, however erroneoufly, the duties of 
religion; the others regarded, or pradifed 
little elfe, than riotous debauchery, and the 
forms of offentatious pageantry. 

However difficult it may be to trace ^fFefts 
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to their caufe, and particularly thofc com- 
plicated ones which refulted from monafterial 
dilapidation i it would be neither erroneous 
or abfurd, to aflign the deftruftion of thefc 
buildings^ and the difiblution of monkifh fo- 
cietiesj as the true caufe of a decay^ that in 
Colchefter quickly after began to wafte and 
diminifli it. Many eftates fell to ruin, for 
which the owners were prefentedi but the 
law unable to cope with neceflity, was infuf- 
ficicnt to compel a re-edification. On the 
contrary, the evil increafed, and fpread fo 
wide that many ftreets were annihilated, or 
fo far demolifhed as to lofe their accuftomed 
appellation, 

A.D. The deceafe of Henry the Eighth, brought 
"^'^'^with it, in the confirmation charter of his 
fon Edward the Sixth, a renewal of thofc 
liberties, fo often carefully guarded both by 
the fovereign and the people, from dimi- 
nution. This renewal in the more eaily fo- 
vereigns of Britain, arofe from the ardour of 
a liberal and free fpirit difdaining fervility 5 
but now had become the mere accuftomed 

form 
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form of office, and was iffucd without dif- 
crimination as the firft efFufions of favour- 
ing royalty. 

During the fhort reign of Edward, the 
progrefs of reformation, in religious niatters, 
as if confcious of the fuddcn check that was 
to enfue, was rapid. But hitherto inftrudled 
in the dogmas of a church which boafted in- 
fallibility, the minds of men, unaccuftomcd 
to the liberty of judging, were inadequate 
to the ta(k of difcriminating the true princi- 
ples of religion, and the rational mode of 
public worfhip. Incircled by this difability, 
and yet incumbered with the toils and delu- 
five errors of catholicifm, it is neither won- 
derful or ftrange they fhould, (hunning their 
old enemies, fall into the clutches of new ; 
and in avoiding antient dogmas run into fa- 
naticifm, and enthufiaftical wanderings. 

The eftabliflied church was, in Colchefter 
particularly, an infufficient bulwark againll 
the fpreading any doftrine, that needed but 
be new, to enfure a reception and encourage- 
ment. 
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mcnt. Bereft of dignity and confcqucncc in 
the overthrow of its antient holds, and in the 
lofs of its extenfive pofleflions, enough fcarcc- 
ly remained for a homely and fordid mainte- 
nance of thofc minifters of its doftrine, whole 
independence would have added a weight and 
force to argument, and dipt the unftcady and 
fluttering pinions of fantaftic vifionaries. 

Had the life of Edward been prolonged to 
manhood, it is probable the work of reform- 
ation would have been completed in a wife 
:ind durable manner. But his early deaths 
which cut afundcr the faireft hopes, and the 
beft founded expeftations of public benefk 
and tranquillity, jiot only left his feat of 
royalty vacant for the bigotted and inhuman 
Mary, but the grounds of her unfeeling per- 
fecution unremoved^ in the unfettled ftate 
of a multitude of new and unripencd doc-^ 
trines, and forms of worfhip; which like 
fungous excrefcences, were produced by the 
operation of the brooding fpirit of cnthu^ 
fiafm from the rich and teeniing foil of ca- 
tholic waftc and ruin. 

WhUe 



( 107 ) 

While many other places in England were 
ufing the moft ftrcnuous exertions to elevate 
the liberal and accomplifhed Jane Gray to a 
throne which would have received a luftrc 
from her learning and virtues, Colchefter, 
unheedful of the tendency of its anions, was 
amongft the firfl to aiiift her rival, and bring 
her back from flight to that Ration in which 
by the unreftrained exercife of her cruelty, 
jhe acquired a high rank in the dark cata- 
}ogue of human tyrants and deftroyers. 

The fears of Mary had compelled her to 
retire to a ftrong caftle at Framlingham, in 
Suffolk, which Handing near the coaft, would 
give her a convenient opportunity of efcaping 
by f^a, fbould any unfavourable turn in her 
affairs, make it neceflfary to feek a refuge in 
^ight. In an anxious ftate of fufpence, flio 
received with joy, intelligence of the pro-^ 
grefs of her caufe, which acquired additional 
ftrength in the misjudged loyalty of the in-^ 
habitants of Colchefter, who eagerly en- 
gaged in her defigns. The neccflary de- 
mands 
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xnands of her houfliold at Framlingham, 
tlicy carefully fiipplied, by difpatching to 
that place a large affortment of provifibn 
for the confumprion of her adherents. Not 
yet fatisfied, in the ardour of their zeal, 
they furbiflied up their arms anew, and made 
every neceffary preparation for becoming 
a bulwark to fcrcen her from impending 
danger^ 

A.D. A few days after her acceffion to the throne, 
^^^^ Mary haftily returned to that quarter of the 
kingdom where (lie thought herfelf moft fc- 
cure. Well pleafcd with the proofs of zcH 
fhe had received from the burgefles of Col- 
chefter, her vifit was diredled to them, as to 
people who were entitled to her earlieft no^ 
tice. The hofpitality of her reception, kept 
pace with the eagernefs of attachment Hit 
had before experienced from themj^ and 
during her flay, nothing was wanted of fef^ 
tivious entertainment, or any deficiency in 
honourable pomp and magnificence. Finally^ 
at |\er departure, fhe was prefenfed, as the 

ceremonies 
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ceremonies of the times required, with a 
large filver cup, and twenty pounds in goWi 
—a fum in thofe days not beneath the royai 
dignity to accept. 

As a retyrn for thefe inftanccs of loyalty, 
Mary, foon after, numbered the burgefles of 
Colchefter amongft thofe to whom (be ex- 
tended her charter of confirmation. It would 
have been well, had fhe, upon occafion of 
the religious difputes which foon after begaa 
to overfpread the kingdom, fo far rciTicmH 
bered their fidelity, as to have fhewn a cha- 
ritable lenity to their foibles. 

Inftead .of which, perfecution in all itsA.D, 
horrid forms ftalked around, and the torch ^^^^ 
of fuperftition fired the fatal pile. Singula- 
rity in religious opinions marked the viftim, 
and the idea of martydom urged it on to the 
flaughter. The ftreets were whitened with 
human afties, and the bigot queen rejoiced 
in the facrifice. The well continued perfe- 
vcrance of a few, lighted the enthufiafm of 
others j who void of a fettled opinion, and 

ignorant 
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Ignorant even of their own meanings blindly 
rufhed upon deftruftion. The dreams of 
fanaticifm obfcured the underilanding^ and 
new fefts fprung up like poifonous weeds in 
a rank and uncultivated foil. To thefe, as 
if infufficient, were conjoined the exotic 
produftions of a foreign foil. The ftrange 
and abfurd feft of the Faniiljr of Love, was^ 
by Chriftopher Vitcls, the difciple of Henry 
Nicholas of Delft, its firft founder, tranf- 
planted to Colcheiler, to add a variety to 
what was already fufEciently varied. 

The eyes of all religious men were turned 
towards Colchcfter. The fame of its perfe- 
cuted inhabitants, and the diverfity of its 
fe6ls, made it the mart of religious opinions^ 
and the fure field of a glorious death. Thofe 
who thirfted for perfccution, and the crown of 
martyrdom, journeyed from afar and aflefn-^ 
bled with their mifguided brethren, as to a 
joyful feaft. The refort was great, and Col- 
cheiler, in the quaint language of a miC- 
guided zeal, '^ became like unto a citie upon 
*' an hill, and as a candle upon a candle* 

^' ftickc 
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'^ ftickc gave great light to all thofc whoibr 
** the comfort of their confcience came ta 
^* conferre there from divers places of the 
'^ realme */' — In thefe conferences prudence 
and caution were difregarded. The public 
inns were the conventicles^ and the opennefa 
and notoriety of thefe exercifes^ roufed the 
fierce and cruel difpofition of the unrelenting 
Mary. Such as continued firm in the opi« 
nions they had adopted, braved the terrors 
of a cruel death, and remained unihaken ia 
the midft of a confuming fire. Many un« 
able to withftand the horror of diiIblution> 
eScdxd by the unflaked rage of fuch a fierce 
element^ in the hour of trial ihrunk back^. 
and fought fecurity in fiibmiffion and re«^ . 
eantatioo f* 

As the bigotted perfcvcranceof Mary in-A.lX 
creafed, fo increafed the firmnefs and fteadi* '^^ 
ntfs of cbofe againfi: whom it was diredjcd. 

Three 

• Wilkinfon's Confutation of ibe Family of Lovct 
Jjaaioa, 4X0. fST9* 

+ The paxticnlars of thefe events may be fccn in Jr 
VoKe'^ AAs and ^onumeiits^ to1» iiir edit, 1 684.^ 



Three years had elapfed^ and this impolitic 
and inhuman perfecution ftill remained un- 
abated, and threatened with its fiery fcourge 
a continuance of deftruftion. Providence 
by timely interpofition cut fliort the days of 
Mary, rafed the foundation of fuperftitious 
bigotry, and extinguifhed the flame by 
which it maintained and fupported its doc- 
trines, againft: tlie dictates of reafon and the 
rights of humanity. 

The political, as well as religious hemif- 
phere, which had been obfcured during the 
reign of the oppreflive and unpitying Mary, 
upon the approach of Elizabeth, brightened 
into gleams of fplendor yet unexperienced by 
the Englilh people. For the cuftomary forms 
of inftauration were fcarcely over, ere Eliza- 
^D beth, by folemn afts, gave a welcome aflur- 
1559 ance of civil and religious liberty. To the 
inhabitants of Colchefter, yet fmarting under 
the lafli of perfecution, (he confirmed their 
ancient privileges, with fuch additions to 
them as marked her care and regard. Thofc 
who remained in prifon^ awaiting the fatal 

warrant 
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Warrant that was to conduft them to tafte 
the bitter death of their affociates, were un-» 
expeftedly and joyfully rcftored to light, and 
the free exercife of their religion. The chains 
of bigotry and fuperftition were broken, and 
that reformation firft began in anger and re- 
fen tment by the defpotic Henry, was firmly 
eftablifhed by the cool and difpaflionate 
judgment of the prudent Elizabeth, under 
the title of Proteftantifm j which yet had 
the uniformity of its texture chequered by 
a variety of minute and trifling opinions, 
modes of worfhip, and other unneceflary dif- 
tinftions of fed:. 

The fpirit of religious perfecution had not 
been confined merely to England : many 
other countries experienced a vifit from this 
minifter of vengeance, and groaned under its 
lafh. The Duke D'Alva, as if emulous of 
the deeds of Mary, tyrannifcd over the con- 
fciences of the Flemings ^ and by his un- 
relenting difpofition compelled many of 
them to feek an afylum in Britain. Of thefc, A.D. 
two hundred fleeing their native country, ^^'^^ 
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arrived at Colchefteri determined in thdr 
choice of it as a place of refuge^ equally by 
the variety, number, and liberty of its reli- 
gious fedlaries, as by the opportunity of em- 
ployment it afforded in the manufacture o€, 
woollen cloth: an occupation which they 
were expert in, and from whence they hoped 
to derive a comfortable fubfiftence. 

The chief magiftratca forefeeing the pof- 
fible advantages that might refult from the 
labour and induftry of men whofeible meana 
of exiftence depended upon a vigorous exer- 
tion of their abilities, craved the privy coun- 
cil to afford them permiflion of eftablifli- 
ment, and to protc6t them in the exercife of 
their religion and employment. Thefe f^. 
vours were not with-held by the able mioi- 
fters of Elizabeth j and under their patrofir 
age, the Flemings purfued their defigns with , 
alacrity and fuccefs. 

In the neceflary preparations of wool foe 
the purpofes of manufaifture, many, ofi^enfivc 
operations poifon and infeft th? air to a great 

extent ^ 
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(*xtent; reiidelring it an apt and fit medium 
for the prbpagation of the mbft noifome and 
ftital diforders. It was probably owing to 
this corrupt flate of air, that the plague had 
feveral' times before raged in Colchefter with 
a peculiar deg^ree of fury; and now en-^^ j^^ 
courlaged by thfe^ ehc'rcaftd ftkte of the manu- 157^ 
faifhires, again appeared in all its terrors : 
manifefting by the fiercenefs arid tenacity of 
its grafp J the prefence of an aliment conge- 
nial tb its birth, andYuited to the fupport of 
its riature. 

This vifitothad^ftarcely taken its leave, ere 1579 
a more welcome one appeared. Elizabeth, 
a^ a relaxation from the cares of government, 
Cotrtmenced an autumnal " journey j and di- 
rtfted her couffe in the cohclufion of it, 
towards Colchefter. Not to' omit the due 
Honoui^ of reception, the bail fffs and" their 
aflbclates, clad'in official habiliments, iflued 
forth at hdr approach in a proceffiohal train. 
The quaintnefs of pageantry, and an occafi- 
onal difplay of fanciful nriagnificcnce, deco- 
rated "Wei* cflcrante, which' received continu al 
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interruption from the exhibition of new 
fccnes. The ftudied formality of an oration 
exprcflive of the happinefs conferred by fuch 
an inftance of regal condefcenfion, and the. 
general benefits refulting from the govern- 
ment of fuch a gracious, and puiffant princefs, 
was not wanting j and in compliance with the 
punflilious ceremony of the time, was deli-' 
vered by Sir Thomas Lucas the recorder. 

This hofpitable reception, was but a prelude 
to the fumptuous entertainment that followed. 
During the two days flay of Elizabeth, no- 
thing was fpared that might exprefs the zeal 
and loyalty of the people, or add to the good 
cheer and amufement of the Queen and her 
retinue. As a further mark of refpeft, which 
cuftom had made neceflary to be obferved, 
Elizabeth was prefented wish a (lately cup of 
filver double gilt, containing forty angels of 
gold ; and her officers with fuch a diftribution 
of gratuities, as upon fimilar occafions had 
been ufual. 

A.D. The prote6lion the Flemings had received 
' 5S0 m; their fi^ chufing Colcheftcr for their refi- 
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dence, and the encouragement they had ex- 
perienced, in the ten years that had elapfed 
fince their eftablifhrnent, were the means of 
greatly encreafing their numbers. The regu- 
larity and method of their proceedings both in 
civil and religious matters, as well as in what 
related to their manufaftures, made them ex- 
amples of imitation. They had formed them- 
felves into a congregation, or diftinft body, 
and every. one whom they acknowledged as a 
member had his name inroUed in a regifter : 
they were permitted to make orders and re- 
gulations for the carrying on their trade, 
which gave them a degree of credit unknown 
before : they fupported the poor and indigent 
of their own nation, not fufFering them to 
become a burthen to thofe whofe hofpitality 
had given them an afylum. For the pur- 
pofes of religion, they had the church of St. 
Giles afligned them, and the doftrines of 
Luther, were expounded by a minifter chof- 
cn from amongft themfelves, 

Thefe liberties, far greater than any their 
own country afforded, tempted many, who 
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othcrwife had no rational nnotive, to leave 
their native foil, and aflbciate with their bre- 

r 

thrcn, thus eftablilhed. Their numbers daily 
incrcafed, and Colchefter was upon the point 
of becoming a colony of Flemings, as well 
as of enduring the incommodious circuoi- 
ftances of dearth and dearnefs of provifion. 
The congregation was unable to reftrain this 
increafe, and the bailiffs and aldermen to 
prevent further accumulation to a body al- 
ready too unwieldy, exerted themfelves in a 
command that no ftranger fhould for the fu- 
ture be permitted to refide in the precinfts of 
the town, without their ipccial confcnt. 

The increafe of trade and manufaftxjrcs, 
efFcdlually tftabliflied by the induftry and in- 
tegrity of the Flemings, produced an opu- 
lence hitherto unexperienced. Thofe who a 
few years before fled their native country, 
houfclefs, unlheltered, and perfecuted, were 
by the foftering indulgence of a well direftccl 
policy, and their own diligence, placed high 
above indigence and want, and made the 
means of diifeminating the comforts of lif$ 
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to others. The continual flow of wealth from 
fuch an unabating fource^ kindled an ardour 
cf improvement, which the Flemings fpread ' 
by their example. The renovation of de- 
cayed and ancient buildings^ as well as the 
conftruftion of new fabrics, was from the 
iiicreafed number of inhabitants, and th^ 
great demand for fuitaible and convenient 
faoufes, rather a matter of choice and advan- 
tage, than of compulfion and necelfity : — in 
this the Flemings took the lead, and every 
improvement went on with rapidity. 

A proper feminary for the pulrpofes of learn- 
ing was yet wanting. This, iElizabeth, to ad- 
vance the work of reformatioh by her high af- 
fiftance, took care to fupply. To effect which, 
ihe iffued her letters patent for the foun- 
dation of a free fchool, and granted to the 
bailiffs and commonalty, the chantries in the 
chapel of St. Helen, and in the church of 
St. Mary, as an endowment, which they were 
to fee well applied. To the Biftiop of Lon- 
don and the Dean of the cathedral church of 
St4 Paul> as learned and cxperieficed men, 
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flic committed the tafk of framing proper 
and fuitable ftatutes and ordinances, for the 
government and direction of the matters and 
fcholars. 

-^•P' In the midft of thcfe exertions, the in- 
telligence of an invafion by the Spaniards, 
unhinged all further efforts ; and the whole 
nation, thrown into a paroxyfm of apprehen- 
fion and fear, abandoned every idea, except 
thofe which promifcd to fecure it from the 
impending danger. The want of a regular 
military force, was fupplied by occafional 
mutters ; in which, all within the age of fix- 
teen and fixty, forming a motley and irregu- 
lar aflbrtment, were compelled to. habituate 
themfclvcs to arms, diflimilar and unapt fre« 
qnently cither for annoyance or defence, 

Infufficient as this method might appear, 
and in reality was in many refpefts, the de- 
ficiency of martial uniformity and arrange-^ 
ment was abundantly counterbalanced by a 
fpirit and unbroken ardour, unknown and 
perhaps incompatible with the fcrvility of a 

more 
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more eftabliftied and durable mode of array, 
that pervaded and energifed a body of which 
otherwife no exploits of marvel could be 
prognofticated or expefted. 

The moft confiderable and experienced 
men were appointed by commiflion to raife 
thefe forces, and to train and exercife them. 
Amongft thefe, the Earl of Oxford, the Lord 
Riche, and the Lord Darcye, the bailiffs, 
magiftrates, and moft confiderable inhabi- 
tants, had it in charge to put thofe of Col- 
chefter into military order and inure them to 
the ufe of arms • 

As an aid to the naval armament of Eliza- 
beth, two fhips and a pinnace were fitted out 
from the port of Colchefter, furnifhed com- 
pletely with every minute neceffary, for a two 
month's cruife with the reft of the fleet againft 
the Spaniards ; then hourly exptibed to put 
their threatened fchemes into execution. 

The delay of this expefted evil, did not 
induce the forces levied at Colchefter to lay 
B&dc their arms# Several occafions which 
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intervened, made it neceffarv to feleft for the 
public Icrvice, fmall bands froni annongft the 
moft able, to war in conjunftion with thofc 
raifed in the county. Of thefe, fomc were 
deftined to aft in retaliation, under the com- 
A.D.mand of Sir John Norris and Sir Francis 
'595 Drake, againft the Spaniards; for which fcr* 
vice alio in the attack intended upon Cadiz, 
the inhabitants of Colcheftcr paid to the Vice 
Admiral of Eflex 200I. towards providing a 
vefTcl, manned and equipped for the purpofc 
of war. 

J 599 The long interval between the firft rumour, 
and the aftual failing of the Spanifh fleet to- 
wards the coaft: of England, had been mca- 
fured by anxiety -, and now that the long cx- 
pefted tremenduous armament, that threat- 
ned to overwhelm the whole Britifli nation, 
and heap upon it the joint calamities of war 
and flavery, was defcried upon the fliores of 
France bending its courfe towards England, 
alarm and terror were univerfal.. The forces 
that had been muttered and kept in the exer- 
cife of arms, were ordered to afiemble on pain 
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.of death, and march to oppofe the landing of 
the enemy. The Englifli fleet alfo iflued out, 
and at the firft pnfet fear was difpcUed. The 
^unwieldy and gorgeous vefTels of the Span- 
iards wfcfe aiTailed on every fide by the lighter 
Ihips of theEngliih, which hovered continual- 
ly around them. Unable to efibd the purpofe 
<>f then* expedition, or to retreat, the Span- 
iards becaoie expofed to fure deilrufbion, 
which foon overwhelmed their fplendid navy, 
and ftrewed the Ihorw of Britain and Ireland 
with the glittering fragments of unferviceable 
liXiagnificence. 

Difencumbcred of the apprehenfions of 
flavery from a foreign foe, the Engliih laid 
afide their arms, and refumed their long in*- 
terruptcd and gainful occupations of trade 
and commerce. The inhabitants of Colchef- 
ter, amongft the reft, freed from the duties 
of a military life, gladly puifued their ac« 
cufl)omed employments. 

By the encouragement of the Flemings; 
and the fpiric of induftry they had infufed in^ 
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to the people, every fpecies of trade and em- 
ployment was enlarged and made more pro- 
fitable; and as the burgeflcs of Colcheftcr 
claimed peculiar privileges, they failed not at 
this jiinftiire to take advantage of them. It 
had been cuftomary for every inhabitant ex- 
ercifing any employment in trade, and who 
was not of the clafs of burgefles, annually to 
acknowledge his inferiority by the payment 
' of a fine. This cuftom, of greater antiquity 
than the time of the fetond Edward, was now 
particularly enforced; and as a further dif- 
tinftion, a lattice of wood of half a yard in 
heighth, was placed before the windows of 
fuch inhabitants, who were denominated fo- 
reigners, and efteemed as intruders, and un- 
related to their community, 

Notv/ithflandingthe interruption thefe pro- 
ceedings might occafion, the main bufinefs 
of increafing the manufaftures introduced by 
the Flemings, held on itsprogrefs. The more 
. P fcrious interruption occafioned by the plague, 
1603 which at the time of the acceflion of James, 
vifitcd many parts of the kingdom, and for- 
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fook not Its accuftomed rout to Colchefter,A.D. 
with all its ravages did not occafion an abate- ^ ^"^ 
ment of induftry, or prevent the numbers of 
the manufafturing people from being greatly 
enlarged. 

As little were the efFedls of a dearth and^^^J 
fcarcity of the articles of provifion, which 
foon after enfued ; for, although the fudden 
accumulation of numbers might render a fa- 
mine however difficultly born, ftill more ter- 
rible in its eflfefts, yet the confideration of 
encreafing fuch an evil, weighed but little, 
where employment held out the glittering 
temptation of unexperienced wealth. The 
inhabitants had become fo numerous, that 1^09 
every houfe was filled ; and frequently under 
the fame roof two or three families breathed 
a confined air, tainted bv the noxious effluvia 
of wool, prepared with putrid and ofFenfive 
materials for the purpofe of manufafture. 

James had already granted his charter to 
the burgeffes of Colchefter; and now to re- 
medy fome of the inconveniences occafioned 
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by the indefcriminate deftruftion of religious 
and charitable foundations, re-founded the 
hofpital of St. Mary Magdalen, which had 
lain neglefted fince the time of Edward the 
Sixth, eftabliftiing it by the title of the Col- 
lege or hofpital of King James. The chapel 
of the hofpital was deftroyed, the building 
itfclf ruinous, and confiderabe part of the re- 
venues knaviftily diminifhed. What of thefe 
remained, he fecured to the hofpital, and di- 
refted the Lord Chancellor of his realm to 
be the vifitor, whofe infpeftion was to pre- 
vent abufe and mifapplication. 

The tricks of royalty for the extortion of 
money, were not neglefted during the reign 
of James, It will appear ftrange that upon* 
fuch an occafion, where the motive muft be' 
evident, paltry devices ihould be made ufe' 
of to obtain what no one had the power to' 
refufe. Under pretence of introducing his 
cldeft fon Henry into the order of knight- 
hood, James demanded of Colcheftcr an aid 
of forty-fix pounds. The unpopular way' 
of raifing money by privy fcal was alfo not 
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Qtnitted,. and when the Princefs Elizabeth hw 
daughter was cfpoufed to Frederick. EicAcwr- 
Faliacinej it wasf not forgotten to extort aJuin* 
for defraying the expence. Compelled by a 
delire of acquiring wealth to gratify the 
infatiate cravings of his abandoned mini- 
ons aind: favourites^ ftill mone unworthy ex* 
pcdientsL were fought J and. James,.** the moftt 
*^ mighty and puiflknt monarch"-^(to ufe the 
Itoguage of the obfequious times) condef- 
cended for a trifling fum.paid into his coffers, 
to affix his facred name to an ale-houfe li- 
CQnce>. and patentife the: drunken enormities 
of a common hoftelry^ 

Y&t the royal fignature, debafed and de- 
graded. as it.wa8:bythefe; means, became, re- 
Ipe^ble when apfilied. to:fecure well eaiiniedi 
advantages: to aa. indjuftrious: conanrani^y* 
The great :bens&ia which had refulted toCoU 
chefter, both in rcfpeft of wealth, and a 
mor^ durable ftate of its: buildings^ called 
fpnt.fomc noarks of :royal favour :to the Flem- 
i*g^ who.were.ibeoriginalcaiBfeof thefe im- 
provcnacncs. Tiiac it might be. known thiey. 
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were under the powerful proteftion of thd 
fovereign as well as the laws, James granted 
them his letters patent, which ordained that 
they (hould have liberty to exercife their 
trade, and make orders and regulations for 
the better carrying it on. He alfo confirmed 
to them all fuch privileges as had been al- 
lowed them by Elizabeth; by the means of 
which they had hitherto been enabled to cope 
with neceflity, and the various evils attached 
to foreign birth and manners. 

Thus united by the title of the Dutch Con- 
gregation, and having their orders refpefting 
their manufactures fanftioned by regal au- 
thority, they laid the foundation of a trade, 
which by a continued obfervance of their 
rules might have been delivered down to the 
latell period of time, and have been a perma* 
A.D.nent fource of riches and employment. 

i6i6 

The increafe of numbers amongft the Flem- 
ings at this time was confiderable, for although 
there were but little more than two hundred 
of foreign birth, tlicir children and fervants of 
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t'lemiik extraftion, who were natives of Col- 
chefter, amounted to more than a thou fan d. 
Near fix hundred of thefe chofe their refi- 
dence in one parifli * : a circumftance difficult 
to be accounted for, unlefs their language, i 
firm band of aflbciatiori, made it necefl^ary 
for the more ample fupply of their wants, or 
as the means of fupport and countenance to 
each other. 

The integrity and uprightnefs of thefe 
Flemings, was. ill requited by the knavery of 
the manufaflurers in London, in the adjacent 
towns, and even in Colchefter. Envious of 
well-earned fuperiori ty, idlenefs fought to 
profit by forging the teftimonials of induftry; 
The merchandife of the Flemings had been 
expofed to fale, and were purchafed upon a 
mere infpeftion of the feals affixed. The 
honefty of their antagonifts found a nearer' 
way than by labour to become their rivals ; 
fome counterfeited the feals, and others un- 
able to attab fuch a perfeftion in villainy, 
were content to trahflate them from the more 

K excellent 
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excellent kinds of manufafture^ to tho(e of 
inferior texture, 

Thefe proceedings not only hurt the fale 
of the manufaftures, and prevented the pur- 
chafe of them upon the ufual infpeftion of 
the certificates of their worthy but alfo caft a 
ftigma upon the Flemings i who, • by having 
the diredlion of affixing the feals, were thus, 
brought under a fufpicion of abufing the 
public confidence, and of fliaring in the pro« 
fics of a knavifh impofturc. 

Before the termination of the ingIorioT3& 
and unaftive reign of James, the Spaniards, 
refllefs under the circumftances of a recent 
. J. defeat, and the vaftnefs of their lofs, had 
1625 engaged in a war with the Engliih. The 
profecution of this war was the firft bufincfi} 
of Charles ; and the Spaniards with a fleet 
of twenty-eight fail, foon after his afceflion> 
aflembled at Dunkirk, as a place conveni- 
ently fituated for waiting the opportunity 
when they might effeA a defcent* 
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this irrriattierit although fo trifling In f-ef- 
Ipeft to the fornnfcr one in 1 5 99^ occafioncd 
an alarm ^hd preparation for dcfthcti (par- 
ticularly along the coafts of EflTeit and Suf- 
folk^) equal fo any forifter one. The niagif- 
trates of Cokhcftet, trged by letters fronn thfe 
privy council, exerted every effort in pro- 
viding for the defence of themfclves, and the 
bounty « All the inhabitants capable of bear- 
ing ^fnhfs, were arfalyed, e^^ercifcd, and held 
in feadinefs fo^ the coming of the enemy. 
Detached particsr were ftdtioncd along the 
coaft, and what military engines they could 
furftifli Or procure, fent to oppofe the expedl-^ 
ed invad^rij- A light fwift-faiKng veffel, was 
alfo difpatched by the magiftrates, to the 
cOftft of f feadetsi to Witch the coming fortlt 
of the ftdety attd bring thcfm intelligence of 
its nriotionisi.^ 

The preparations of tht Spaniards were 
Ipeiit in vafpoufririg, and a final ftbp was put 
t(V th^ir intentions ag^infl: the Englifli, by th^ 
onwekottie aj^arance of forty fail of Diitch 
tcffel3> extending their line of battle before 
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the harbour of Dunkirk. Efcaping thence, 
the Spaniards wafted the feeble remains of 
their armament, in piratical outrages upon 
the norchern coaftsj 'till a fleet, raifed for 
the prevention of thofe infults, compelled 
them to feek their own fafety in a precipitate 
flight. 

^ 1^ Incircled by the confufion of public aflPairs, 
1 ^'30 Charles had not yet noticed the inhabitants 
of Colchefter, by a confirmation of their 
charters. This from whatever caufc delay- 
ed, was however not totally neglefted : but 
by letters patent, which iflued in the fifth 
year of his acceflion, they were made fecurc 
in the exercife of thofe liberties they inhe- 
rited from the happy conftrufture of the con- 
llitution, the firmnefs and integrity of their 
anceftors, and the patriotic indulgence of 
the more ancient kings of England. 

1 63 1 The following year was marked by an 
event, the tremendous confequences of which 
are unknown to the prefent age. The plague, 
with its accuftomed fwiftnefs of deftruftion, 
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renewed its vifit to Colcheftcr; and as the 
number of its poor inhabitants was confi- 
derable, and crowded in ill-contrived dwell-« - 
ings, the bitter feverity of this evil was tailed 
without allay. 

The cfFefls of this fcourge were fcarcelyA.D. 
obliterated before difagreeable ones were ex- ^^'^ 
cited from another caufe, which although 
not fo hafty, became eventually no lefs fatal. 
The impofition of Ship money, was highly 
obnoxious to the fpirit of the Englifh people, 
as well on account of its being levied by writ 
under the great feal, as that the application of 
it when raifed might be to other purpofes, and 
thereby a gate opened for cndlefs extortion. 

It had been ufual for the feveral fea ports 
of England to furnifh in times of urgent ne- 
ceflity and danger, as a voluntary aid to the 
naval armament of the kingdom, fuch veflels 
manned and appointed forwar, as fuited with 
their ability, and ferved to manifeft their rea- 
dy afliftance againft a national enemy. This 
voluntary aid, in proportion as it was readily 
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granted, afTumed the garb and fafhion of a 
cuftonn; and now, when refort was had to 
« every fpecies of extortion, was drefied out in 
the terms of a demand, which required a ftrift 
and ready compliance. The magiftrates of 
Colchefter, and the other fea port towns of 
Eflex and Suffolk, were commanded to pro- 
vide for the fitting out a veffel of 700 tons 3 
but being not very alert in their compliance, 
the king propofed to furnifh one himfelf, foi( 
an adequate fum of money. 

A. D. The next year this fchemc of impofitioii 
^^ was changed, and the burthen which hithertQ 
had been borne folely by the maritime towns, 
was now placed upon all the corporate towns 
in the. county. Effcx was required to pror 
duce eight thoufand pounds, for the purpofe 
of fetting forth a vefTel of 800 tons j of whicl^ 
heavy fum, four hundred pounds was to be 
levied in Colchefter. 

The compliance of the magiftratcs upon 
former occafions, now brought them into aq 
}inpleafant dilemma. To levy the rcquire4' 
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ftim was nearly impoffiblc; and if accom- 
pliftifed, the proli)e6t of new denmands arofe 
in endlefs fucceflion, accompanied by abufe 
and mifapplication. To return an abfolute 
rcfufal, ill fuited with the uniform readinefs 
they had hitherto (hewn of contributing to 
Relieve the exigences of the public. How- 
ever, as the latter feemed the moft prudent 
courfc, and in fome relpefts almoft unavoid- 
able ; they formed a rcfolution of claiming to 
be exempt from fuch levies, and that the de- 
mand of them was an intrufion upon their 
privileges : qualifying neverthelefs, the harfli- 
hefs of their anfw^r, by the payment of part 
of the required furtn, and by a petition to the 
privy council, ftating their reafons of ex- 
emption* 

Although the magiftrates had thus far 
' Ihewn themfelves as not entertaining the doc- 
trine of paffive obedience, little notice feems 
to have been taken of their herefy : for upon 
an occafion which made a renewal of their 
charter a matter of cohfdquence j inftead of 
flripping them of every remnant of authori- 
ty, arid abolifliing their feparate jurifdiftion, 
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Charles complied with their wants, and mo- 
delled anew their ancient form of govern- 
ment. 

Yet this favour and indulgence (hewn to 
tlie inhabitants in the hour of neceffity, did 
not prevent them from cherifhing the feeds 
of fedition ; which in other parts of the king- 
dom had already fprung up, and produced 
the harveft of rebellion. Not groaning under 
any particular evil, or having a fimilar plea 
for difcontent and open rupture with others, 
tjiey firft began with murmurs ; and for want 
of other caufe, broke out into complaints 
1642 againft church government. This produced a 
petition to parliament againft bifliops, and for 
liberty of confcience; in which they defired 
" church difcipline to be eftabliftied accord- 
'* ing to the word of God, and the town bet- 
*^ tcr fortified :" — manifefting by the latter 
part of their prayer the tendency of their in- 
clinations. 

This the parliament well underftood, and 
readily granted 1500I. for repairing the walls, 
and providing the neceffary articles of dcr 
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fence ; extending their care alfo in thefe par- 
ticulars to the block-houfe, a fmall fort at 
Merlea, which commanded the entrance intia 
the harbour. 

Thefe preparations, however fpecioufly dif- 
guifed, efcaped not the obfervation bf Sir 
John JLucas*; who profeffing a different .opi- 
nion in political matters to the contrivers of 
thefe metafuresi found it would be prudent to 
withdraw to a place of greater fafety, than 
Colchefter promifed to be, and where his fer- 
vices might be of advantage to that cauje he 
had elpoufed. The neceflary preparations of 
a fmall force of ten or twelve armed horfe- 
men for his proteftion, excited fufpicion; 
and ere he could accomplifh his intended 
flight, he was feized, and with his chaplain 
held in confinement, till the pleafute of the 
parliament ftould be made known. 

As in this aftion the inhabitants had ftept 
forward beyond the line of neutrality, and 
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openly taken the fame ground as the parlia- 
ment, beyond the poffibility of retreating; 
the underworkers in the bufinefs, took the li- 
berty of regaling themfelves in an indecent 
outrage, which was the more irrefiftable as 
they had hitherto been reftrained from fuch 
proceedings, for want of a fufficient opportu- 
nity. The feeble age of the mother of Sir 
John Lucas, and the refpcft due to the Lady 
Lucas his wife, were infufficient to protedl 
cither of them from infult. The abbey of St, 
John, the welUfurnilhed refidencc of the fa- 
mily, was pillaged, and by way of defert to 
fuch a magnificent riot, they defcendcd mto 
the vault of his anceftors, and continued theif 
fenfelefs indecencies among the dead. 

Thefe enormities however, were not coun- 
tenanced by the parliament, as they came not 
within the fcope of its defign ; but as they 
arofe in confequence of zeal for its caufe, the 
perpetrators of them, were fcreened from de- 
ferved punifliment, by an unwarranted ex- 
ertion of interelt in their behalf. 
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The parliament was probably induced » 
this lenity, by expcftations of affiftancc from 
the inhabitants of Colchcfter, They had al- 
ready (hewn a ready inclination and compli- 
ance with the propofitions and orders of par- 
liament, in fubfcribing to maintain a force for 
the prefervaticn of the public peace, and alfo 
to provide horfe for the troops daily raifed 
throughout the kingdom; and now that thefe 
late events, had fairfy launched them upon the 
feme common fea of danger with themfelves, 
the parliament made ufe of their aftivity ancf 
difpatch, in aflifting to procin-e two thoufand 
horfes, for the mounting of drtgoons. 

The counties of Effex, Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Hertford, Cambridge, and the ifle of Ely, 
had entered into an aflbciation for mutual 
defence and prefervation from rapine; and' 
had raifed forces, which were aflembled at 
Cambridge as the head quarters, where they 
were properly trained and exercifed. Two 
complete companies were fitted out at Col-^ ^^ 
chefter, and fent to the affociated camp, 1643 
which held itfelf in rcadincfs for aftion, and 
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was augmented every opportunity and upon 
the flighteft dennand, by continual reinforce- 
mencs and fupplies both of men and ainmu- 
nicion. 

But the alacrity of their exertions was bed 
fliewn upon the folicitations of the Earl of 
Effex, and of Cromwell ; the earneft perfe- 
verance of whofe demands, effeftually ftirred 
up the embers of fedition and tumult ; and 
great numbers eagerly engaged to bear arms 
in perfon. Others no lefs anxious took the 
charge of providing men, horfes, mu(kets, 
and pay ; and thofe who were otherwife un- 
able to aflift, threw in their pecuniary mite to 
increafe the general fund. Even the women 
contributed from the ftock of their perfonal 
ornaments, and exerted their influence in the 
abolition of royalty. 

Although all this was fomewhat fhort of the 
general rifing, fo ftrongly recommended to 
them by the Earl, yet it was a new and con- 
fiderable nerve of ftrength to the parliament; 
and ihewed an attachment and readinefs upon 

which 
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t«hich reliance might be had with fafety. 
That this reliance might be well founded, 
was moreover manifeft by the punftuality 
with which the affeffments were raifed ; and 
by the alertnefs with which upon every occa- 
fion, however remote, they hailed with their 
voluntary contributions. 

In lefs than feven years, what had been le- A. D. 
vied upon the inhabitants of Colchefter by * 
the order of parliament, amounted to more 
than thirty thoufand pounds ; and the feveral 
fums collefted by way of affiftance and relief 
for the proteft^nts in Ireland, the brethren in 
Scotland, the neceflities of the army, and 
other occafions both public and private, near-^ 
ly as much more. 

« « 

Large as this pecuniary affiftance was, yet 
it received addition from other fources. Such 
of the inhabitants as fignified not their alTent 
to the meafures of their zealous brethren by 
the ready payment of whatever was demand* 
cd, were ftigmatized with the name of delin- 
quents, and their cftates unjuftly fcqueftered. 

Among 
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Among thofe thus violently dealt t^ithj tlf£r6' 
Sir Thomas Lucas, Sir Henry Audeley^ and 
many others whofe yearly revenues were! 
confiderable. By this fequeftration^ they loft 
two thirds of their annual incomCi which be^ 
ing placed to the general fund^ was the oc- 
cafion of no defpicable increafe. 

By fuch exertions as thefcj (which, how* 
ever great, were equalled through fcarce ex- 
celled m other parts of the kingdom,) by the 
able conduct of the generals appointed by 
the parliament, and by the overheated en- 
thufiafm of the foldiery, thoroughly reUlwt 
in the deftrudlion of royalty, and in the efta- 
blilhinga republican fyftem of government > 
few obftacles remained to prevent a comple-* 
tion of their labours. 

Thofe who engage in an arduous enter* 
prife, that requires a hafty determination^ and 
a fudden commencement, upon arrivingwhh-* 
in view of the objeft of their aim, generally 
refledl upon the confequences that are to en-* 
fue s and as in the eager purfuit of their courib' 

they 
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they may have left f^t behind them the caufc 
\yhich originally inopelled them to adion^ 
not unfrequently are induced to relinquifh 
their deligns^ and either reinitiate what they 
had oiifplaced, or prevent others from com^ 
pleting what they ihould le^ve unfiniihed« 
Sonae alfo who have joined in affifting thq 
furtherance of a workj. urged by motives dif* 
(milai; froiQ th? original frai^aers of it, fij>ding 
th^ ends anfw^ed when to thofe the bufi- 
(tefs fliall be in an ui^Mripe and immature ftate, 
withdraw themfejives^ and eni^er into» leagues 
aiid. comb^tioas> (q h^jp^^er aixd obftr u(% the 
lurthcr profegutiikin of what ttey deem al- 
ready perfeft. 

It was ^us^ wi^ t^e a^ive nien^ and with 
the public al^fs of Engliand at this period* 
While fome wcue precipitately hwrrying oh tci 
the laft extremity, and feeking to flake their 
vnquenchaUe h^te to royalty io the blood of 
^e iM)kfQrtMfli.aW Chades ; others, ijjore mo- 
4er:ate: in. ti^ck: revenge^ thought enough had; 
been^f^fipcd.aj: the altw of public liberty> 

and ac thciihrimL q£ violated ju0icea 

^' To 
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To reftrain the refolute impetuofity, and 
check the fatal progrefs of the former of thefc, 
fuch of the latter as maintained a degree of 
confequence and intrepidity fuited to the oc- 
cafion ; ftood forth in the dangerous gap^ as 
the champions of the ancient conftitution, 
and as the aflertors of the infringed natural 
rights of the people : in which hazardous and 
praifeworthy enterprife they were joined by 
fuch as feared the unexperienced confequen- 
ces of a republican fyftem of government, and 
by fuch of the adherents to royalty as were yet 
unfubdued by the toils of war, the defperatc 
and hopelefs ftate of their caufe, or the fword 
of the viclorious parliament. 

The earlieft of thefe efforts were made in 
Wales and in Scotland j afterwards in Surry, 
Kent, and divers other parts of the kingdom. 

The profecution of this patriotic Sefign la 
Kent, in the legal and conftitutional way that 
had been adopted, being obftrudted by the 
threats and orders of parliament; the chief 
a(5lors in it had recourfe to arms, and Ihewed a 

becoming 
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becdmin^ and relblute fpirit in fupportirig 
hnd in mariifefting the reafonabknefs and 
integrity of their ihteritioris* 

The alarm occafioned by the fieady refo- 
lution which evidently appeared to a<5luate 
the councils, ahd energize the proceedings of 
thefe men, reached afar, and fpread a fear 
iiehich infefted with its contagion the parlia- 
ment itfelf ; intrenched aS it was by fuccefs, 
and powerfully defended no lefs by enthufi- 
fiiftic oratory than the fWord.' In hourly ex- 
pe(9Eation of the arrival of this formidable 
aflbciation, with the fcroll of their requefl:, 
and the fword of perfonal proteftiori, the 
parliament ordered Sir Thomas Fairifax with 
the forces under hii command into Kfrnt, to 
put an end to demands they could not refufc 
granting, and to ward oflf the effefts of a 
vengeance they were confciotrs of having 
meritedi 

^ ....■-■■■"; 
-■•.•■ 

• Several (light engagements ^llfue'd, and 
the Kentifli men in the abfence of t^eir ge- 
neral, George Goring, Earl of Norwich, hav^ 

L ing 
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ing advanced as far as Greenwich, gnd being 
denied a paflage through the city, began ta 
dirperfc. Of thefe, however, about fix hun- 
dred pafled over the Thames, and after fome 
few interruptions proceeded into Effex, where 
their numbers foon after received confidcrar- 
ble increafe by the arrival of Sir Chailes 
Lucas with the forces he had raifed, and by 
the junftion of feveral other detached parties 
from various quarters* 

The further they advanced into the county^ 
the more earneft every one they met feemed^ 
in forwarding the fame enterprife with them- 
felves. At Chelmsford the committee of 
parliament, become odious by its proceed- 
ings, had been feized, and put in confine* 
ment ; and the mofl: aftive men in the county 
were then aflembled, to profecute what ap- 
peared the general determination* 

■ ■ • 

Of thefe, Arthur Lord Capel, Henry Hail- 
ings Lord Logghborough, and many gentle- 
men from Hertfordlhire, joined thcmfelves tQ 
the Kentifh nnien> and Sir Charles Lucas ; thea 

advanced 
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HdvanQed to their feat in conference^ ^hh 
new addition of weight and confcquence ^as 
iiiot a little enhanceki by the arrival of a party 
of 120 horfe frcna Hertford (hire and Bed- 
fordshire, and of 50 gentlemen * with their 
horfes aftd arms from London> who refoluteljr 
hod forced a pkSkgt through aJl oppofition. 



■ > 



The fojices of the Lord Goring wete now 
tncneafed to about 3400 foot, (of which num- 
htt afoo. w9evo well armed and appointed,) 
and 600 horfe*. This being infufficient to 
csipe with the artny of Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
which was clofe in purftiit, it was refolved to 
proceed to Colchefter, where there was a pro- 
badDilky of finding many who would engage 
in th$ generii^ ^aufe. 

This R^lcddtioH being tak€l» €tief ^dyanc-' June 
«d towards it 'I ^d were now afr4v>ed within '** 
a few niile^ when Sir Charles Lucas r^eiv- 
ing intelligenoe tha't entrMQe w^ld be de« 
nied, a paiM:y was diipatchdd to f^cm-e the 

La ayenucs 

* 6000 horir? and foot,-— Diary of the Siege, publiflie<! 
\y authorhy. 
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avenues and gates. This body, being fmaHj 
was infufHcient to execute the orders it had 
received i and Sir Charles Lucas> to learn 
the ftate of the oppofition, with fevcral other 
gentlemen^ hafled forwards and found the 
gate fhut, and a guard of horfe placed for its 
prote<5lion. As an additional fecurity, a turn- 
pike had been eredled acrofs the road, and 
guards planted without. Thefe, four or five 
of the gentlemen who had accompanied Sir 
Charles Lucas, keeping on their fpeed, and 
drawing their fwords, refolutcly attacked, and 
drove within the barricado, from whence alfb 
they foon after withdrew. 

The main body of the army prefently ar- 
riving, Sir Charles Lucas drew out two or 
three troops of horfe for the attack of the 
guards ftationed at the gate ; which when the 
inhabitants perceived, not willing to abide a 
refiftance that muft have been in the event 
fruitlefs, they prudently defifted from any 
fun her oppofition, and delivered up to hijn 
the town, their horfes, arms, and all other 
war-like ftores and accoutrements. 

Immediately 
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Immediately the gates were thrown open, 
and the forces of the Lord Goring, diftribu ted 
in various quarters. Guards wer€ placed upon 
the walls, and at every poftern i and in a few 
hours, notwithftanding the defencelefs llate 
of the battlements, every thing aflumed the 
face of war, and indicated a vigorous re- 
fiftance. 

» 

The enfuing night, was the only one al- 
lotted to the Lord Goring and his army, to 
recruit thenifelves from fatigue, and to enjoy 
a fhort repofe, undifturbed by the clamour 
and alarm of war. For on the morrow. Sir june 
Thomas Fairfax at the head of the parlia- '3» 
ment forces and the affociated foldiery of the 
county, purfuing the track of the Lord Gor- 
ing, advanced within a fmall diftance of the 
walls, and>fummoned him to furrender by. a 
meflage to the following purport. 

** My Lord, I am come hither with the par- 
liament forces, to reduce thofe under your 
command, to the obedience of the parlia- 

L 3 ment* 
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ment. If your Lx)rdfhip, and thofe under 
yoU| will inftantly lay down your arn^is^ there 
may be a prcveniion of much blood-fhedj 
and the town prefcrved from plunder and 
ruin : the evil mull lie upon you if you 
refufe." 

To which meflage the Lord Goring, for-* 
getting his rank and ftation, and the ferioi)t- 
nefs of the occafion, impoliticly Itirred up the 
-wrath of Fairfax and his> aflbciaces by the 
terms of a fcofiing anfwcrj fnccringly de- 
manding of the trumpeter, how his General 
did; telling him, that he had heard he was 
ill of the gout, but that he would cure him 
of all difcafeSt 

This ill-timed buffoonery, added to the 
fiercenefs of the attack which immediately 
enfued. Before the guards could be rein- 
forced, or any additional preparations made 
to ward off the effc6);s of the Lord Goring's 
imprudences the word was given, and the 
afiault commenced^ 

The 



The parties placed in the fuburbs towards 
Lexden, were the firft to fuftain the fury of 
an onfet, which without the exertions of 
an unexampled vigour^ would have over- 
powered M refiftancc. The earneftnefs and 
ferocity of the attack, and the general alarm 
occafioned by its continuance, fummpned all 
the force of the Lord Goring to the roy^l 
ftandard, from whence parties of horfe and 
•foot were difpatched under the conduft of 
Colonel Farre, to fupport and relieve thofi? 
that were engaged. 

This ferved as oil to tlie flame, and ren- 
dered the conteft more obftinate. The bat- 
tle extended itfclf, and the aflault became 
general upon the weftern quarter of the town>. 

Had the Lord Gorlng^s forces been at tliis 
inftant properly fupplied with ammunition, 
the confequences might have been fatal to 
Fairfax. But thofe who had maintained by 
an inceflant fire, a ftation which prevented an 
aflault upon the principal gate, having ex- 
pended their powder and ball, were compelled 

L 4 to 
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to abandon their holds*, and retirCr At 
^vhich inftant, a regiment of foot headed by 
Colonel Barkftead, quickly advancing, broke 
through all oppoficion, and forced an entrance 
in the gates with thofe who had retreated. 

Here the confufion may; be better imagined 
than defcribed. The foldiery about to aban-^ 
don the defence of the gate, were prevented 
by the ejcample of their officers and the gen- 
tlemen of the army, Thefe, laying afide all, 
diftinftion, except that of embracing danger, 
rufhed forward with their pikes, into the 
midft of the obftrufting battle. Among the 
foremoft upon this occafion was the Lord 
Capel, whom, height and ftrength of body, 
no lefs than perfonal courage, fitted for. the 
encounter. By the exertions of this party, 
and of the foldiers> who caught a fpirit of 
emulation from thefe intrepid leaders, a pafr 
fage was afFefted through the tumult, and the 
gates clofed. 

In 

* The Crouched Friars, the refidence of Sir Hax« 
bpttle GrifnUonei' and St, Catharine's Hofpital« 
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In the confufion that reigned at this in» 
ftant, no bar could be found to fecure the 
clofed gate, and a cane of the Lord Capers- 
ferved to prevent the re-entrance of the ene-? 
my 5 and with them of a confiderable part of 
Colonel Farre's regiment, which had been 
drawn forth for the defence of the fuburbs, 
and Sir Williarti Leyton, and Lieut. Colonel 
S^wlins and the out guards they commanded. 

Thus difappointed in their well pointed at- 
tempt, the forces of Fairfax diredted their 
attention to the excluded troops; and fecur- 
ing them prifoners, renewed the attack with 
increafed fiercenefs, in hopes of accomplifhing 
their defign of forcing an ei\trance. 

For this purpofe they brought a piece of 
ordnance, and daringly approached fo neaf^ 
as to difcharge their muflccts under the gates; 
and over them to annoy thofe within by ftoncs 
and other miifiles. 

But now that the Lord Goring's forces had 
f?curc4 ihk itpportant entrance, they renewed 

their 



( 154 ) 

their efforts to rcpulfc the afTailants; wKo^ 
cxpofed on all fides could neither completd 
their cnterprifc, or retreat without much ha- 
zard and certain lofs. It was, neverthelefs, 
impoffible for them lo remain in their prefect 
fituation, without experiencing a total de- 
flru6tion ; as the ftorm thickened, and from 
the walls and adjacent houfes poured in t 
continued volley upon their heads. Suddenly 
therefore, perceiving the impending danger, 
they cafl: down their anus, and betook them- 
felves to a precipitate flight; regardlefs of 
every thing till they had attained a place of 
fafety. 

At this junfture had the Lord Goring fal- 
lied forth with a ftrong party, to purfue and 
cut off the fugitives, terror and confuiion 
would in all probability have been fpread 
through the whole army of Fairfax, and a to- 
tal difcomfiture enfued. This meafure, al- 
though thought of, and intended at the time, 
was from fome ftrange fatality, unaccountably 
omitted ; and the difmayed troops of Fairfax 
were fuffercd quietly to fecurc themfelves 

from 



j&bm danger^ and brood over tlie means of « 

icvcre rcvienge<» 

• • • . • 

The fight having continued with fuch ob« 
ftinacy fcvcn or eight houri^^ gives occafibn 
for worfd^r thi^t fo few people were d^roycdi 
Of the army of Fairfax, the regitpents of Co- 
lonel Barkftead and Colonel Needham being 
ordered to aflauk the gate and force aa en- 
trance, were the chief fuflferers, Th^fe con- 
iiiliAg of about iftoo meq> were confiderably 
diqii^iOs^e^, ^^ CMS^rfdji^^ the.lofs of on^ 
of ^heir leadersj Coloa^} Needham, who with 
many other o^icers, were flfiin during the heat 
of the engagem^ntj aikI 10 th4 Ktrtac*. 

Of the troops jof the Lofd Goririg no niore 
than 80 1 were deftfbyed ; but the fmallhefi* 
of this k>fs wa6 Abundanity made up in ther 

deaths of Colonel Sir William Campian and 
Colonel Cooke, who both fell in the . fixfl 

onfet^ 

♦ Carter makes tfieir lofs to Have been about 700, be* 
fides the wounded^ and prisoners ; whilft their own account 
reduces it^ fox reafbns evidently political^ to near loo. 

+ The Diary gives this number j Carter feys about 40. 
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onfet, and in a confiderable number made 
prifoners*. On the other fide, about 130 
were taken prifoners j which were probably 
of the number of the wounded, either inca- 
pable of reaching a place of fecurity, or of 
not fufiicient confequence to be carried off, 
in the general retreat. 

It was near dark when the forces of Fair- 
fax retired. Chagrined, defeated, and fmart- 
ing under their wounds, ere they took their 
leave, they fet on fire fome houfcs near the 
gate, hoping the wind would favour their at- 
tempt, and caufe not only the gate, but the 
whole town to be enveloped in a general de- 

ftruftion. In this malignant fcheme, (how- 
ever authorifed by the rules of war,) they 

were again defeated. The aftivity of thfc 

X^ord Qoring's forces, fubdued the fierceheig 

of 

* The papers printed by authority, make the amount 
of the prifoners taken by the parliament forces to be 320* 
befidcs officers, and gentlemen ; but this was either ex^- 
gerated through policy, or was meant to include tbq 
whole number taken from the beginning. Carter makes 
no 'more than So, many efcaping during the confafion 
of the retreat. 
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of die flames J and refcued the inhabitknts 
from indifcriminatc ruinir - ' 

The retreat of Fairfax was made towards 
-Lexden, and was not performed * in fuch 
hafte,^ but. that fufBcient Opportunity occurred 
for the commiffing' adfe of difordcrand in^- 
humanity in the fuburbsj which although 
the refidence of the poorer fort of people, 
who were inclined rather to aflift^ than pre* 
vent their operations, efcaped not plunder 
and defolation. Many were killed for re- 
fufing to difcover. the wealth they neither 
pofleiTed nor had hidden, and others through 
the wantonnefe of tyranny, cruelty, and fan- 
cied reveng;e. 

' ... 

On the morning, the fcene of the preced- June 
ing day's flaughter was furveyed. Of the ^^* 
dead, except thofe who were difcriminated 
by rank or afieftion, fome were huddled 
confufedly into ditches, and others into wells, 
and places that gave a ready admiflion : not 
a few (fome perhaps the objeA of private 
hatred) were fuffered to remain unburied, 

'till 



( 158 ) 

'till the noifomenefi of the ftench^ oveiv 
powering every obje&ion» compelled remo- 
val and interment. The arms, amounting 
CO 500, ahd other warlike implements^ were 
gathered together, and with the piece of ordi- 
nance brought for forcing the gate^ put to 
the (lores of the Lord Goring. 

From the rancorous conduA of the troops 
of Fairfax fhewn in this retreat, the houfes in 
the fuburba were become empty. The men 
difmayed, wandered about for (helter; and 
the women and children, terrified by the 
icene of blood» and the expeftation of fur- 
ther cruelty, fled into the country. 

Fairfax having withdrawn his forces to 
Lexden, ruminated upon the moft efficAual 
methods to be purfued in expelling the Lori 
Goring from his flation. Finding by the ea^ 
perience of the paft day, how unequal he was 
to the ftorming and carrying by aflault;, a 
place defended by fuch refolute menj be 
formed the defign of cutting off from it every 
fource of provifion and relief^ and of wearing 

out 
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mt by fatigue and fF^miof th^Tct whom he 
wa3 unable othen^ife to fi^bdu^* 

I 

In prpiecution of which^ he detennined 
upon fixing his head qu^ters in th<^ village 
where he then was s both for the qpnvenienqr 
of the p)^n thj^ e^ceoded behind ir> where 
the chief of hia forces might cptivenieatly lie» 
a^ to prevent any aidj which might be moft 
expeded frpm London, arriving to the affift* 
sijic^ of the l^rd Coriiigr 

To prot/^4t thefe <))|arters (mm occafional 
Tallies^ a foirt waa conitru^ed k the road, 
and barricados thrown acrofs the highways 
that led frpm thi^ weftern part of the town. 
iV ftrong pfir^y of horfe was alfo ordered to 
fe<;ure th« Cambridge road, on the oppofite 
Qde of th9. flynh H& wy ihould efcai^e by 
th^t route (0 Joi4 their aiTociates in arms in 
other parts of the kingdom, or to intercede 
for .at^ftw)^ and Al{^rt> 

* 

The precautions of Fairi&ii» were tbofe of 
^ experienced and well informed general, 

and 
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and his fubfequent orders Ihewed his abiliti 
to execute the defign he had formed. The 
forces of the county, had been placed at 
Chehnsford and Maiden, and thofe of Suf- 
folk at Nay land, Stratford, and Cattawayi bjr 
which arrangement all efcape and afiillance 
was prevented, except on that quarter which 
lay towards the fea. And that even this ave- 
nue to hope might not be unguarded^ the 
commanders of the parliament fhips of war 
were ordered to cruise off the entrance of the 
harbour, and a party of horfe was fent to 
poffefs themfelves of Merfea Ifland, and of 
a fort ereAed at the eafl: end of iu 

Although in the prefent ftate of affairs, iht 
poffeilion of this ifland was of little conie- 
quence to the Lord Goring and his friends; 
yet, apprehending the fate that awaited them> 
and perceiving the net Fairfax was planting 
for their deftruftion. Colonel Tuke was dif- 
patched with a ftrong party to fecure it, who 
arrived fruitlefsly an hour after it had been 
taken poffcffion of by the enemy. 

Th« 
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The enfuing night, the troops of Fdirfax 
drew nearer in their approach, but with t 
pfudent caution fuited to their defign. A 
fpace of ground fituatc to the fouth-weft of 
the town, appeared convenient fbr the erec- 
tion of the firft fort. Hither the foldiers re- 
paired, and under the cover of darknefs began 
a work, which being incomplete when die 
morning arofe, was furioufly affaulted by the 
cannon from the walls, and the royal fort at 
St/ Mary's*. Many foldiers ftraggling about 
the fields, and at labour, were killed by this 
firing, but it prevented not the work from 
receiving its finiih, and the deftined comple- 
nlent of its ordnance f . 

With the fame caution the fbllowing night June 
the ground was broke upon an adjoining ^ * 
hill J, and a ftrong guard ftationed in the 
cavity ; which practice the foldiers renewed 
every night, fecuring the moft advantageous 

M places, 

* Probably made in the churchryard. 

+ This fort was called EfTex, and flood in the Sholand* 

$ Called th« Warren, or Hanging Field. 
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places^ and continuing their line from one 
redoubt and fort to another. 

By this time the forces of the Lord Goring^ 
well perceived the intention of Fairfax, and 
faw no hopes of a fpeedy termination of their 
affairs, or any avenue by which they might 
purfue their proje<5led courfe. Compelled, 
therefore, to abide in an ill-provided and 
defencelcfs town, they cheerfully began to 
fupply themfelves with the neceffary arti- 
cles of life, while the diftant approaches 
of Fairfax permitted, and to remedy the de- 
fers of the fortifications 5 which in many 
places were miferably decayed, and infufli-* 
cient to prevent an attack from being a 
ferious and awful event. 

To efFed the firft of thefe purpofes, they 
examined with fecrecy and expedition the 
moft diftant parts of the fuburbs firft. At 
the Hythe, collefted for the purpofe of ex- 
portation, many ftores of corn, wine, fait, 
fifh, and gunpowder were fortunately difco- 
vered, which latter article, more if poffible 

than 
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than the others, "was a welcome acquifition; 
Ail thefe, with fcveral private (lores, were 
conveyed with as little parade as poflible 
into a general magazine in the town, and put 
under the keeping of commiflaries appointed 
by the Lord Goring, The ruinous ftate of the 
walls in many parts, required equal exertion 
and expedition. Several places were ftrength- 
ened as well as the time would permit, and 
the moft decayed, fortified by ramparts and 
counteifcarpes conftrufted within the line. 

Had it been confiftent with the general 
intcreft of the caufe, for the advancement of 
which the Lord Goring and the other gen- 
tlemen concerned with him, had riflced their 
fortunes and lives; the moft prudent ftep 
they could have taken would have been, ere 
the forces of Fairfax were encreafed, to have 
hazarded the rpfult of an engagement ; but 
as the ftate of their affairs, might from pro- 
craftinating the final iffue be confiderably 
amended, it was more rational to abide the 
confequences, however diftrelting and terri- 

M 2 ble; 
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ble, of a clofe inveftment, than lofe all by a 
defeat which they were not enfured againft* 

And now all the troops that could be 
ipared from other fervices, were fent to affifl: 
the army of Fairfax. One regiment of horfc, 
and four of foot of the Suffolk forces made 
no inconfiderable addition to its ftrength. 
Thefe, commanded by Colonel Gurdon> Sir 
Thomas Barnardifton, Fothergill, Harvey, 
and Bloife, took their ftations and ereftcd 
forts for their fecurity upon the chief emi- 
nences on the north fide of the town, having 
the river at a little diftance in their front; 
and with the afliftance of Rainfborough, 
completed the blockade between the high- 
ways leading to Nayland and Stratford* 

By this reinforcement, the army of Fairfax 
was made fuperior to that of the Lord Gor- 
ing J which, except in horfe, was, before this 
junftion, nearly upon an equality with it. The 
conftraint occafioned by this new accumula^ 
tion of force, was immediately felt. A confi- 

derable 
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derable quantity of cattle, corn, and other 
provifions had been gathered by the foraging 
parties, in the hundred of Tendring ; which 
]ay extended to the eaftward of the town. 
Although ihfufficient totally to prevent ex- 
curfions in fearch of the neceflary articles of 
food, yet, thefe troops by their vigilance re- 
ftrained the frequency of them, and pre- 
vented their being fo prolific, as they had 
hitherto been. 

This increafe of numbers, tempted not June 
Fairfax to alter his refolution, and hazard 
an affault. The arrival of Colonel Ewer with 
fix companies from Chepftow Caftle, and 
other parties that continually kept increafing 
the magnitude of his force, was infufRcient 
to elate him above the ordinary bounds of a 
cautious prudence, and a circumfpeft and 
wary mode of aftion. 

As little on the other hand, was the party June 
of the Lord Goring deprefled, by the defeat ^^* 
of a body of five or fix hundred men raifed for 
their affiftance. Thefe, commanded -by Ma- 
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jor Mufchamp, were, by a detachmrtif from 
the army of Fairfax, corrw:l«:cely cV ,;;^rr Jl at 
Linton, with the lofs of their ks.i.v \vr.(> icil 
in the engagennent. 

At the time the forces of the Lor- 'ionng 
paffcd through Chelmsford, Oiif cc»iV.iVi. l.:-: of 
parliament met there for tht cxi iinJon oi bu- 
finefs, was put under arrefl, and couvi-yed 
with the army to Colcheiler, The pcrions 
who formed this committee, vet remained in 
confinement i and, probably fearing that they 
lliould tafte the difagreeablc fruit of retribu- 
tion, if any inftance of cruelty demanded it> 
or fall facrifices in the general deftruftionj 
that feemed to await the townj obtained 
leave of the Lord Goring, the Lord Capel, 
and Sir Charles Lucas, to become mediators 
for a peace. 

Thefe intentions of the committee, however 
laudable, were in the event fruftrated by the 
explanation of what kind of peace it was that 
the Lord Goring defired and would accept. 
The general peace of the kingdom, being 

the 
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the original caufe that inltigated the chief of 
his party to have recourfc to arms; any treaty 
that tended not to eftablifh it, but had a re- 
ference merely to the ceffation of hoftiliries 
between them and the army of Fairfax, by 
being unproduftive of what they had fought 
and run every hazard to obtain, would natu- 
rally prove abortive. 

But as a proper opportunity offered of pro- 
pofing terms of furrender tp the Lord Goring, 
without feeming to defcend from an affurance 
of conqueft and victory ; Fairfax gave him to 
underftand the conditions he would grant, 
Thefe were, that all of the rank of common 
foldiers, fhould have liberty to go to their fe* 
veral homes j and the officers and command- 
ers into voluntary exile, engaging not to re- 
turn without the leave of parliament. 

By thefe propofals, it is probable, Fairfax 
endeavoured to excite fedition and revolt in 
the troops of the Lord Goring, and to reap 
in the confufion a viftory in which hazard 
and danger would be nearly excluded. This 
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feems evident by the folemnity of his cau-. 
tion to the Lord Goring, againft concealment 
of the terms from any that were concerned j 
and by his caufing them to be read with mi- 
litary ceremony, at the head of every troop 
and regiment of his own army : by fuch jpro- 
ceeding, efFefting the double purpofe of a 
more complete publication, and an oftentar 
tious difplay of clemency to thofe whom he 
wilhed to have thought as hampered in his 
toils. 

This prefumption of Fairfax, however 
flattering to him from the credulity of his 
officers ; the Lords Goring and Capell, and 
Sir Charles Lucas, would by no means allow, 
Diftating their anfwer, therefore, as men void 
of fear or reftraint, they informed him that 
their intentions of reftoring the peace of the 
kingdom, had been rightly apprehended, and 
that they believed to both armies would be 
'^ the mod pious eafie and honourable ai^tion^ 
^^ wherein they could be engaged." The 
furprife occafioned by the offer of conditions 
to them in particular, they did not neglefl: to 
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.mention in ftrong and indignant terms; and 
in the ardour of refentment, for fuch infult, 
thefe ternms were retorted upon the enemy, as 
what the prefent fituation of affairs rather 
authorifed them to propofe, and the fortune 
of war might, in the event, have Ihewn pru-» 
dencc in Fairfax to have accepted. 

Yet neither this, or the defiance with which 
they clofed their anfwer to Fairfax, was capa-*-. 
cable of roufing him to a more expeditious 
mode of conducting his affault. Fear, or ex- 
treme prudence and deliberate coolnefs, muft 
have on this occafion, when the niceft feel- 
ings that aftuate the human mind were fo 
evidently touched, fmothered ev^ry fpark of 
private angei^ and refentment 5 or fo far, for a 
time at leaft, reftrained their impetuofity, as 
that no vifible effeft was produced in his 
proceedings, which he continued with the 
fame regularity and unremitting leifurenefs. 

By the lines which now were arriving at 
completion, all intercourfe with the country 
was barredf Trade and commerce were at 

an 
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an end, and the merchants, aflfailed by the 
clamour and cries of thofe whofe daily labour 
produced .their daily bread, firft began to feel 
the horrors of their fituation. Unable to 
vend their manufaftures, and equally unable 
to refift the importunate cries of their work-- 
men, they petitioned Fairfax to have leave 
of continuing their trade to London. This, 
although unufual, the humanity of Fairfax, 
working againft his deliberate policy, partly 
allowed, and he permitted a market for the 
manufaftures of the town to be eftabliflied by 
the merchants at Lexden, where the officers 
and gentlemen of his army, through commi- 
feration no lefs than private advantage, bc^ 
came purchafers. 

While thefe things were tranfafting, rc- 
courfe was had by the Lord Goring to every 
meafure from whence affiftance might be de- 
rived. Many gentlemen were privately diC-. 
patched with commiflions to raife men in 
Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgefhire. They 
intrepidly adventured, notwithftanding the 
extreme hazard, to pafs through the quarters 

of 
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of the enemy; but after efFefting it, the great 
precaution that had been taken of having the 
paffcs ftriftly watched and guarded, and the 
bridges deftroyed, prevented their pragrefs, 
and compelled them to retire, and again 
tempt that danger from which they had fo 
well cfcaped. 

The aftive and daring fpirit that animated 
the forces of the Lord Goring, was alfo at this 
period, fhewn by other exploits ; which al- 
though in fome degree diftated by the necef- 
fity of fituation, from the manner of their 
performance, manifcfted no fmall fliare of 
military fkill, valour, and refolution. That 
hive, the hundred of Tendring, fo often be- 
fore explored, and which had been fo fruitful 
to them, they again fearched. Pafling forth 
in the night they returned on the morrow 
with lOO (heep and 60 oxen, which they pro^ 
cured in that diftrift, and notwithftanding the 
greatnefs of the number, conveyed them with 
fafety into the town. 

This praftice was not folely confined to the 
hundred of Tendring, Another party more 
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openly, but during the night, fallied forth at 
the north gate, and forcing through the ene- 
my's quarters, proceeded into the country. 
Here, by the orders of Sir Charles Lucas, 
they gathered cattle and provifion from none 
but the rigid adherents to the meafures of 
the parliament} neverthelefs they collefted 
above 50 oxen and cows, befides flieep, corn, 
and other provifions, and thus laden and in- 
cumbered, in the morning hardily pafled the 
enemy : fecuring, with the lofs of two men 
only, their charge, which they fafely conduc- 
ed to the general ftore, 

Thefc exploits were renewed every night, 
but were more or iefs produdlive as circum- 
fiances happened. Others were alfo projeft- 
ed that tended to increafe their ftrength. A 
party of men had been raifed in the country 
by commiflion from Sir Charles Lucas; the 
perfon who had the charge of the affair would 
have betrayed them to the enemy, which the 
countrymen perceiving, they difpatched two 
of their body to Sir Charles Lucas, requefting 
the aid of feme horfc and foot tp conduft 

them 
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them with fafety. Under cover of the night 
a party fallied forth, and eluding the guards 
ftationed upon the north fide of the town^ 
gained the country ; and after a week's ftay 
Ipent in levying the troops and in prepara- 
tions, returned towards Colchefter. At the 
river Stour, which they had to pafs, the Suf- 
folk forces lay ftrongly encamped ; notwith- 
ftanding which, this band, with the new le- 
vies, refolutely forced through their quarters^ 
and completed the expedition without' lols. 

Thefe frequent fallies, upon the variety of 
occafions that offered, perpetrated feemingly 
in fcorn, and as it were in mockery of the 
forces that pretended to hem the town about, 
and the fuccefs with which they were invari- 
ably attended, vexed and galled the parlia- 
ment army more than a more ferious matter 
would probably have done : as notwithftand- 
ing the toil and labour they had fuftaincd, 
and the danger they had encountered, the be- 
fieged feemed not to fufFer reftraint, or to be 
controuled in their aftions ; until which, the 
affailants juftly concluded nothing material 

had been cfFefted. 
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Immediately therefore, drawing their forces 
nearer the town, and binding the cinfture of 
inveftment more ftrongly around the objeft 
of their anger, all future opportunities of the 
like nature as the paft, vanifhed. The Hythc, 
however, not yet totally emptied of its ftores, 
remained with the Lord Goring; and the 
guards ftationed there, kept out the enemy 
while it was worth defending. 

June The Lord Goring, feeing the chief of his 
^^' danger was to be apprehended from the man- 
ner in which the paffes of efcape were watch- 
ed and guarded by the country foldiers ; with 
the Lord Capel and Sir Charles Lucas, fent a 
fummons to the Suffolk forces, which fecured 
the two outlets of Stratford and Cattaway, 
aiTuring them that their intentions were no 
other than to reftore the laws of the land, the 
proper intereft of both king and people, and 
to efFcft a general and well grounded peace. 
^he parliame7it and army was, however, yet 
to fuperfede the beft reafons, the beft argu- 
ments, and the beft intentions ^ and the Suf- 
folk 
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folk forces in their anfwer adhered to the 
abfurd and prevalent doftrine. 

Confined and reftrifted in their vfual rov^ 
ings, the forces of the Lord Goring turned 
their attention to fpeculate in what more im- 
mediately lay within their reach. A fort was 
begun near the Shepen, and the foldiers of 
che parliament army were now bufily em- 
fdoyed in perfefting it. This was intended 
for the reception of Colonel Ewer and his 
party, and curiofity incited about looofthc 
Lord Goring's troops to infpeft it. This 
bold attempt, however, being raflily con- 
certed, met with no fuccefs ; and although 
performed in the night, was attended with an 
immediate repulfe: yet not without lofe to 
the befiegers, two of whom fell by the can- 
nonading that covered the retreat of the 
afiailants. 

The quarter upon which this attempt was Jane 
made, had become the moft trbublefome, ^^' 
inafmuch as by the works that were con- 
ftrufting there, the forces of che Lord Goring 
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would be cooped up, and prevented a paflagfc 
at the north bridge with the ufual fafety. On 
the morrow, this was realifed ; for, from a 
new fort, that was then compleated, called 
Fort Ingoldfby, much annoyance was ex- 
perienced from the cannon, and the bridge 
rendered a dangerous paflage. 

Before Fairfax began to contraft his lines in 
a ftill lefs compafs, he thought it expedient 
to repeat the fame terms of furrender he had 
before fet forth to the committee that .appli- 
ed : excepting thereout the Lords Goring and 
Cape), and Sir Charles Lucas. The folem- 
nity and awe of his approach, he doubtlefs 
apprehended would by this time have ope- 
rated with the minds of thofe unufed to the 
terrors of war and famine ; and have com- 
pelled them, in their hopelefs ftate, to have 
acceded to his demands, before they were 
overwhelmed with a fate they could in na 
wife avoid. 

June Yet as all this availed nothing to men, 
whom neither threats or the arts of policy 

could 



could fubdue, it only remained with Fairfax 
to proceed to thofe dreaded extremities. The 
firft ftep towards which, was to gird the town 
in yet ftronger with his forces : and for this 
purpofe he ordered the Suffolk troops to leave 
their diftant ftations and form an encamp- 
ment nearer, to intercept all future fallieSt 
relief, or efcape. This, although unwilling- 
ly, was complied with ; and a large body of 
2500 horfe and foot, advanced to a heath *, 
at about a mile diftance from the north gate> 
where they intrenched themfelves. 

The foldicrs of the Lord Goring foon felt 
what a check this movement gave to the fcope 
of their aftions ; for purfuing their daily fal- 
lies, they' unexpc6ledly fell in with this new 
reinforcement, by which they were repulfed 
and driven back with the lofs of two men 
killed and twenty taken prifoners. 

The ill-furnilhed ftate of the magazines of 
the Lord Goring, in refpedt to warlike ftoresj 
made it incumbent upon the fojidiers to fur- 
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nifli themfelves with ball for their mufkets,. 
of their own rough and clumfy manufa£bure« 
Some of the prifoners taken in th^ late en- 
counter, having balls of this kind, occafioned 
a charge to be brought againft the Lord Gor- 
ing of inhumanly caufing chewed and poifon- 
ed bullets rolled in fand to be delivered out 
of the ftores^ This diabolical praftice, by 
which flight wounds are rendered mortal^ and 
the terrors and calamities of war doubled, 
although endeavoured by the folemn oaths of 
two deferters to be fixed upon the Lord Gor- 
ing and Sir Charles Lucas> was fo contrary 
to their acknowledged tendernefs, humanity,, 
and honour, as to be little lefs than an im- 
poflibility : yet, rough caft flugs, being *' the- 
bell they could fend on the fudden," they 
owned having ufed, urged by neceffity from 
the fcanty ilate of their ammunition* 

June The check the befieged had met with iff 
' their excurfions upon the north fide of the 
towtty occafioned them to projeft their future 
ones in another quarter. Sallying from Head- 
gate into* the ftreet which led towards Lex* 
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tien, they were aflaulted by Colonel Bark^ 
(lead, whofe detatchment was ftationed that 
way, and driven back from their hedges to 
their court of guard. The viftorious party 
fired the guard-houfc, and finding no other 
trophy, carried off the hour-glafs by whith 
the foldiers performed their duty, as the me-' 
morial ofi:heir conqueft. 

The anxiety and fufFerings of individuals 
in their relative connexions, although in fome 
degree fmothered by the general diftrefs of 
war and bloodfhed, fpeaks with a ftill voice 
through the furrounding clamour immedi- 
ately to the heart* The circumftance of Sir 
William Campian's death, who at the early 
age of 34 had fallen in the firft encounter at 
Colchefter, was known only by uncertain ru- 
mour to the Lady Campian his wife. Brav- 
ing the infults of an hoftile camp, fhe applied 
to Fairfax and obtained leave to fend a fer- 
vant with a letter into the town, to be affured 
of what in the certainty poflefled terrors lefs 
formidable than in the expcAation. 
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The troops of Fairfax were now bufily em- 
ployed in erefting a work to the eaftward of 
Fort Eflex, which was afterwards called Bark- 
Head Fort. As this was perceived by the bc- 
fieged, and from its proximity to Head-gate, 
which it in fome degree commanded, was 
jullly expefted would prove of confiderablc 
annoyance; interruption was projedted and 
inftantly put in execution. A party of horfc 
fallied forth early in the morning, but re- 
ceiving a fudden check from the horfe-guard 
ftationed near St. Mary's, were compelled 
to retire, without efFefting more of their de- 
fign, than flaying a poor fcout, who fell a 
facriHce in the execution of his dangerous 
employment. 

June But as the work advanced apace, and was 
^^* becoming a more ferious objeft, on the mor- 
row the befieged earneftly, from the walls, 
applied their great cannon in attempts, to de- 
flroy it. A ftrong party of men alfo, which 
had taken pofleffion of Sir Harbottle Grim- 
ftone's houfe*, greatly annoyed the people 
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at their work with fmall fhot. The deftruc- 
tion among the foldiers of Fairfax, occafion- 
ed by thefe meafures was confiderable, and 
to diflodge the forces from the houfe of Sir 
H. Grimftone, as well as to revenge the in- 
jury fuftained by them, Fairfax commanded 
the cannon of Fort Eflex to be turned againft 
it. The fhot, which flew through and through 
the ftrufture, foon rendered it untenable, and 
the foldiers ftationed there, after deliberately 
fetting it on fire, leifurely retired to more 
fafe quarters. 

As the approaches on the fouth fide of the 
town were rapidly advancing, the forces of 
the Lord Goring were compelled to withdraw 
to the fuburbs more immediately under the 
walls ; and that their enemies might not de- 
rive any advantage from the ftations they 
fhould evacuate, in the night, before they 
retired, fire was applied to the moft confi- 
\ derablc buildings *. 

N3 The 
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The ufual fallies were now made at places 
not hitherto attempted: but as the foldiers 
of Fairfax had become more experienced in 
the mode of the Lord Goring's operations, 
and forefeeing on what quaiter the next ef- 
forts might be expefted, an ambufcade was 
formed to prevent by flratiigem, what open 
violence tended not even to reftrain. A party 
of the Lx>rd Goring's horfe haftily advancing 
with their ufual boldnefs and intrepidity at 
the eaft gate, and taking their courfe in- 
cautioufly over the bridge, fell unawares into 
the fnare prepared for them by a body of 
dragoons. In the fudden conflift which en-- 
fued. Lieutenant Colonel Hatchet, and fe- 
veral other officers and foldiers fell; over- 
came by a crafty furprize they were not pre- 
pared to encounter. 

J«V As the befieged had fhown an inclination 
to make their excurfions upon this quarter> 
it in fome meafure convinced Fairfax that 
they deemed it the leaft guarded ; and as the 
hundred of Tendring, from whence the be-« 
fieged had drawn confiderable fupplies, was 
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approached by this avenue. Colonel Whalley 
was ordered to poflefs himfelf of the church 
of Greenftead, and ere<5t a battery there. 

Thus reftrained, Fairfax apprehended a Ju^j 
renewal of the attennpts on the north quarter 
of the town ; and as he had received intelli- 
gence that the befieged intended to endea- 
vour at efcape by forcing his lines, he dou- 
bled his guards during the night, in thofe 
places were he fuppofed the effort was to be 
made. 

But the execution of this projeft, if thought July 
of by the Lord Goring, at this time was un- ^* 
attempted: and as the feverity of the re- 
ftraint with which the town was environed 
began to be mpre felt, it was deemed necef- 
fary to infpeft the internal fources of defence 
that remained, and to endeavour at confoli- 
dating them, for greater energy of aftion, . 
upon future occafions that might be propi- 
tious. All fuch of the inhabitants as were 
willing to engage in'the general danger, were 
accordingly invited by proclamation from 
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the council of war, to enlift under the fcvcral 
officers deputed by Sir Charles Lucas to 
conimand them, and to ferve upon the line 
for its defence. Thofe who Ihould be averfe 
to fuch a meafure were commanded to bring 
all arms and warlike ftores they might pof- 
fefs to the general magazine, and not retain 
any on pain of death. 

Notwithftanding the daily fallies and Ikir- 
mifhes which were yet upon every opportu- 
nity continued, the gradual approaches of 
Fairfax had brought his foldiers into the 
ftrcet below eaft bridge j where they imme- 
diately took pofleffion of a water mill, and 
placed a ilrong guard to fecure the paffage 
of the river. 

A favourable opportunity now offered of 
projefting an incendiary fcheme, whereby the 
officers and foldiers of the Lord Goring who 
quartered and guarded in the fuburbs might 
be efFeftually diflodged without danger. Fire 
was given to a tanner's houfe and barn on 
the oppofite bank of the river, in hopes that 

the 
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the conflagration might be general in' the 
ftreet that led from thence to the catt gate. 
This worthy defign was however thwarted, 
and the attempt ceafed where it had corn- 
menced. 

The foldiery who had the care • and pro- 
teftion of the fuburbs on this fide of the 
town, foon, from this and other circum- 
fiances, judged it neceffary to difturb the 
tranquility of their new neighbours; and 
upon applying tp the council of war, a re- 
folute fally was projefted, and put in exe- 
cution. 

The command of this bufinefs was given 
to Sir Charles Lucas, who with 200 horfe, 
and a party of 500 foot under the direftion 
of Sir George Lifle, iffued forth at the call 
gate, and advanced to the fiver. .The parli- 
amentarian foldiers had fecured themfelves 
in the houfes on both fides the ftreet below 
the bridge, and had formed a barricado acrofs 
the road at the foot of it, and planted drakesf 

behind, 
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behind, for its defence. A forlprn party 
was drawn forth and ordered by Sir Charles 
luucas to begin the attack. The cafe Ihot 
from the drakes, and fmall (hot of the muf- 
kets flew thick as the forlorn advanced, which 
neverthclefs, as in fport, kept on, and in a 
fingle file over the foot bridge paffed the 
river, and in the fame inftant mounted the 
barricado. Here, overturning the drakes, 
and beating off the guard, they advanced in- 
to the flreet which was nearly full of foldiers, 
and making a furious charge, drove them 
beyond the guard-houfes, and in the diforder 
which enfued, furrounded, and took mod of 
them prifoners *• 

Whilft all this was tranfafting, the reft of 
the party under the command of Sir Charles 
Lucas, made good the charge, and cleared 
the whole ftreet. .The alarm given to the 
parliamentarian army by thefe proceedings, 
was general, and occafioned an immediate 
rally of all their forces on that fide the river. 

A full 

• The Captain, Lieutenant, Enfign, and 80 foldiersj 
with all the other inferior officers. Morant, p« 64. 
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A full and orderly body of horfe and foot was 
forrned behind a wind-mill upon the hill, 
from whence, after ftationing there a refervc 
and leaving their colours and pikes, they 
proceeded to the oppofite hill near St. Ann's 
Chapel, in the front of the ftreet from whence 
they had been expelled. Here meeting. Sir 
Charles Lucas in the career of viftory, a 
fudden difcomfiture enfued, ari4 they were 
difperfed in rnuch confufion, together with 
the refer ve which was to have given them 
fupport. 

The military fkill of the parliamentarian 
officers was at this inftant well exerted, and 
in all probability faved the party from utter 
ruin. Their horfe, which they foon rallied, 
they divided into three bodies, oiic divifion 
to keep the field againft the enemy, and the 
other two to be in continual motion to drive 
up to aftion the difperfed foldiery. Gaining 
the protediiion of a thick hedge, and com- 
pelled by their own horfe, they made head 
anewi which Sir Charles Lucas- perceiving 

and 



( i88 ) 

and being unwilling to purfue hazard without 
advantage, he prudently founded a retreat, 

Neverthelefs, fome few heated by the en- 
counter, under the flight cover of a thin 
hedge, raflily advanced and continued the 
engagement. Here having Ipent their am- 
munition, and a foldier ignorant of the con- 
fcquences, calling aloud for a fupply, a party 
of Colonel Whalley's horfe that had kept the 
field between, inftantly made a charge upon 
them through the hedge, and put a confider- 
able number to the fvvord. Sir Charles Lu- 
cas perceiving the diforder that had arifen, 
infl:antly faced about, and after receiving the 
charge, retorted finally with fuch undaunted 
courage, as to put the matter to a fpcedy if- 
fue ; and leifurely retiring, finiflied the pur- 
pofe of his expedition in a brave, honourable^ 
and complete manner. 

Sir George Lifle, whofe impetuofity was 
not to be reftralned by the fear of danger^ 
was once in this aftion taken prifoner, but 
immediately refcuedj and the whole lofs 
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fuftained by the Lord Goring in this en- 
counter, was one captain, one lieutenant, and 
about 80* foldiers taken prifoners, of which 
20 died of their wounds the following day, 
and i9f killed. 

Of the foldiers of Fairfax upwards of 80 J 
were made prifoners, and above 200 killed. 
In the number of the latter was Colonel 
Shambrooke who had fucceeded to Colonel 
Necdham's regiment; and the wounded, 
which were not a few, by their deaths, added 
confiderably to the lift. Upon the whole the 
lofs to the parliamentarians, was affirmed by 
the foldiers that deferted, to be at the leaft 
500, befides many that through terror and 
fatigue either came into the town, or fecretly 
departed to their homes. The country forces 
in particular, untifed to the damp and uncom- 
fortable lodging of a trench, began to find 
no pleafure in a fervice which had ceafed to 
be novel, and was become dangerous ; and 

therefore 

* The Diary gives' this number, other accounts fay 30- 

+ The Diary gives this number, as killed in the repulfc 
by Whalley's horfe. 

X The Diary fay» 40. 
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therefore gladly engaged fubftitutes at high 
wages to be allowed to depart. 

The night following, Fairfax ordered the 
leager where the laft fally had been nnade^ to 
be ftrengthened. The foldiers alfo, finding 
the enemy had pafled the river, took poflef- 
fion of their old quarters, and planted a 
ftronger party there than they had before 
done. The attempt to fet the fuburbs be- 
tween them and the eaft gate on fire they 
again renewed, but the guards placed on the 
oppoCte bank, by Sir Charles Lucas in. his 
retreat, not only rendered their intentions 
abortive, but by the proximity of their fitua* 
tion, gave them great difturbance. 

Fairfax found that notwithftanding all 
his precautions, the Lord Goring had met 
with an unexpected quantity of corn, and. 
other provifions. As he rightly concluded 
that without mills to prepare the former, it 
would be nearly ufelefs, orders were iffucd to 
deftroy all the wind mills, which this nighc . 
was performed by fetting them on fire, 

Horfe 
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Horfe mills were immediately erefl-ed, and 
the deficiency well fupplied. The ftones ne- 
ceffary in their conftruftion, were difcovered 
at the Hythe, that general and well furnifhed 
flore-houfe, while it yet remained with the 
Lord Goring. The water mill below the 
north bridge was imagined to be the only one 
left undeftroyed, and meafures were concerted 
to ruin this alfo, Horn works and redoubts 
were raifed on the north fide of the leagcr, 
running the trench up to them from the river 
fide, over againft the warren. Here feveral 
large cannon were planted, and a violent 
bombardment enfued againft the mill, but 
' with litde efFcft. 

It was well conceived that if a complete 
deftru6lion of all the mills could have beeo 
efFefted, a mutiny for want of bread would 
have arifen amongft the foldiers, which by 
the aid of the inhabitants who " were always 
ready to fecond" fuch motions, and of the 
incendiaries who had privately infinuated 
themfelves into the town, would have en- 
fured a conqueft without hazard. But from 

the 
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the fortunate circumftance of gaining mill- 
ftones for the horfe mills, and by the diligent 
care of the Lord Loughborough, who had 
undertaken to infpeft the preparation and 
delivery of the daily provifions for the army 
and inhabitants', nothing was derived to Fsdr* 
fix, but much toil and fruitlefs labour* 

It is remarkable that in this humane toiI> 
the Lord Loughborough fliould receive no af- 
fiftance from the magiftrates, although urged 
to a participation in the fame labour, fo far 
as related to providing for the numerous and 
diftrefTed inhabitants. Equally unaiTailable 
by threats or perfuafions, they carelefily, as 
v/ell as unfeelingly, permitted others to per- 
form a talk which it was their peculiar duty 
not to negleft. 

In confequence of this inattention in the 
magiftrates, the poor, clamorous only thro' 
neceflity, began to aflemble in Jiopes of re- 
ceiving help and commiferation from the 
humanity and nice feelings of the officers and 
gentlemen, feeing it could not be extorted 

from 
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from the magiftrateS. Sir Charles Lucas(, 
the firft to oppofe danger as to relieve dif"- 
trefs, became petitioner for them to the 
council of war, and obtained readily, that 
the commiflaries fhould deliver to every fa- 
mily a certain portion of bread corn, propor- 
tioned to the number it contained. Threfe 
hundred quarters of wheat arid rye on this 
occafion were given outs and the public 
ftock thus diminiflied, brought great incon- 
venience upon the general caufe, which could 
be no otherwife avoided, than by configning 
to the miferies of famine, the poor, the aged, 
and the helplefs. 

As the Lord Goring had hitherto, contrary h^V 
to the expeftation of Fairfax, and even of his 
friends and adherents, been able to keep his 
forces from any material danger or diminu- 
tion ; infpired by the cnthufiafm of the age, 
ot ixiorc probably wilhing to have it under- 
flood among the religious feftarifts and in- 
fatuated faints that compofed the army of 
Fairfax, that Providence more immediately 
favoured his defigns, he refolvcd upon a de- 

O claration^ 
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claration 5 and with the confent of the council 
of war, caufed the fame to be difperfed in the 
country, and in the lines of the enemy. In 
this produdlion he boafts of the profperoua 
ftate of the caufe, and of the unanimity that 
befriended their undertakings; that heaven 
feemed pleafed with their proceedings, and 
earth confpired for their deliverances that 
with the refolution which produced them out 
of nothing, they ftill moved, and were fa- 
voured and encouraged by the feme Provi- 
dence who firft raifed them. They faluted 
them in a temper of pure love and chriftiani- 
ty, difengaged from any intereft whatever^ 
and unmixed with revenge or fear; declaring 
that peace was. the end aimed at, and en- 
deavoured at the firft to be accomplilhed : 
finally pointing out as the only remaining 
expedient to procure fo defirable an eSeA^ 
a junftion with them, or any part of their 
forces before the aift of July, which was 
then near at hand^ 

Although in a ftrain to which the parlia- 
mentarians had been in fbme degree ufed^ yet 

tki» 
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thU declaration breathed a fpirit of firmtlefa 
and integrity that luited not to make converts 
of heated enthufiafts who were led by any 
motives before rational ones. Few were 
moved to join the Lord Goring in confe- 
quence of this public appeal, and the great 
purpofe of ftirring up the army of Fairfax 
was totally unaccomplilhed* 

The work of the fiege yet went forward i 
and the batteries frbm St. Mary's fort, from 
north bridge, and from the tower of St. Ma- 
ry's church, wherein a brafs faker* had been 
planted to flank the trench, gave to the ene-* 
my much annoyance. In the latter place, a 
centinel conltantly kept, which difcovered 
their motions night and day ; and a gunner> 
who poffefling but one eye, dealt fure mif- 
chief and deftrudion by the certainty of his 
aim* 

To remove this inconvenience, as foon as 
the line had been drawn near the Lord Lu- 
cas's houfef, two demi -cannon were planted 

O 2 to 

f A fmall brafs cannoiu f Su John's Abbey« 



( 196 ) 

to bear upon the tower of the church, againil 
which many (hot were fired with little da- 
mage. To proteft the tower from threatened 
ruin, the Lord Goring caufed a battery to be 
raifed upon the curtain, and the guns bad 
been fcarcely fired, ere one of the cannoneers 
and fix men of the afiTailants fell, and caufed 
the enemy to move from a fituation they 
had fadly experienced to be imminently 
dangerous. 

The Hythe, from whence the Lord Goring 
had hitherto drawn his chief fupplies, was the 
next objedt of attack. Its open and indefen- 
fible fituation, made it untenable, and had an 
earlier attempt been made againft it, fuccefs 
would have been unavoidable ; in which cafe 
the Lord Goring could not have held out 
above ten days; or muft have been com- 
pelled, with all his force to have left the 
town^ and hazarded a general engagement in 
its defence. The church, and a fmall fort 
crefted there, were the only places of fhclter $ 
and even thefe were fo weak, that to have at- 
tempted holding them againft the force pre- 
pared for the att^ck> would have been a def^ 

perate 
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perate folly. They were therefore evacuated, 
however not fo quickly but that a few men* 
were made prifoners who loitered in the 
church. 

Having fecured this place, which was be- 
come of little importance to the Lord Gor- 
ing, the next meafures Fairfax adopted, were 
fuch as enabled him to gain pofleffion of the 
abbey of St. John, the refidence of the Lord 
Lucas ; a place of fome ftrength and impor- 
tance. This ftru(5lure, which confided of a 
gate-houfe, and two interior courts furround- 
ed by buildings, was defended by feveral old 
walls, and an half-moon, and a ftrong party of 
the Lord Goring's forces conftantly watched 
and kept guard there. The line of approach 
being drawn near to the abbey, the foldiers of 
Fairfax, under cover of an old wall, brought 
up two pieces of cannon, and effefting a 
breach, tumultuoufly entered, and drove the 
guards ftationed for its defence from the firfl: 
court-yard into the fecond, and from thence 
for greater fecurity into the gate-houfe, which 

O 3 being 

* The Diaiy fays yot 
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being the chief ftrength of the place, they 
maintained. 

This gate-houfe " being a place very con- 
fiderable, and mighty advantageous*" to the 
parliamentarians, Fairfax took the refolution 
of carrying by ftorm the following day. Eight 
pieces of cannon were brought againft it and 
commenced the attack. Under cover of the 
fire from thefe, fix men advanced with gra- 
nadoes, and twenty with ladders, and a large 
party of foot, followed. One hundred men 
defended the gate-houfe and the horn-work. 
The furious cannonading that was continued, 
beat down one fide of fome buildings adjoin- 
ing the gate-houfe, which falling into the 
horn-work, buried fcveral in the ruins f, and 
gave great obftruftion. The granadoes alfo 
thrown into the work, by the aflailants, did 
much execution, and the foldiers felefted for 

the 

* Diary. 

+ The Diary mentions^ that a granado fired the niaga<- 
zine^ and blew up the houfe ; but added to the improba'* 
bility of any great quantity of powder being kept theie^ 
Carter is filent as to the fad> and only fays, that the band 
granadoes buried many in the itones and dufli 
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the purpofe, taking adrantage of the confu- 
fion, placed their ladders and afcended. Thofc 
within betook themfclves to their fwords, and 
the butt ends of their mufkets ; yet overpow- 
ered by numbers, and at length much dif- 
mayed, they retreated to the gate-houfe, from 
whence after fighting hard from one place to 
another they were driven to efcape, fome by 
the windows, others by the wicket, and the reft 
through the breaches made by the cannon. 

This was not efFcfted without lofs to Fair- 
fax of '^ many a ftout man, and of his oldefl 
foldiers, who were found lying by the wail 
and fides of the trench * '\ Of the oruard fta- 
tioned there by the Lord Goring f, about tea 
were taken prifoners, and eighteen killed ; ia 
which arc reckoned, thirteen who were over- 
whelmed by the fall of one fide of the houfe, 
and the following day drawn from under- 

O 4 Heaths 

• Carter. 

+ The Diary fays. The magazine blew up many of the 
tcfieged, the reft were taken prifoners and flain ; few of 
them could efcape.; thirteen at one place were pulled from 
sunder the xubbiflu 
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ncath. The number of wounded on both 
fides was confideraole. 

As plunder is generally the firfl: thing 
thought of after viftory. that cuftom, which 
can boafl: of much antiquity though little juf- 
tice, was not omitted to be pur in pra<fLice: 
but as the abbey had at divers periods, fiace 
the commencement of the public dilorders, 
before fubmitted to the exercife of this an- 
tient cuftom, the expefted harveft turned out 
barren and unproduftivc. In the wrath of 
difappointment, the foldiery, as the living 
had efcaped, proceeded to wreak vengeance 
on the dead. Breaking open the vault of the 
family of Lucas in the church of St. Giles, 
they eagerly fought the hidden treafure, and 
in a frantic heat of extacy, with facrilegious 
hands, violated the laft fad retreat of morta- 
lity. The bodies of the Lady Lucas and the 
Lady Killegrew, yet undiffolved by time, were 
difmembered and thrown forth; and as if 
this conqueft over humanity required a tro- 
phy to prove its truth, in defiance of decen- 
cy, honour, and religion, the hair of thelc 

ladies 



( 201 ) 

ladies was fhamefuUy borne away in the hats 
of the foldiery, as enfigns of viftory. 

Fairfax now being poffeffed of St. John's 
Abbey, upon the green which lays before itj 
he planted two demi-cannon, and two culve- 
rines, againft the tower of St. Mary's church. 
From the advantage of this fituation, and the 
brifknefs of the cannonading, one fide of the 
tower and a great part of the church was foon 
beat down ; and at the fame time this obfta^- 
cle to their proceedings was deftroyedj the 
gunner* who had done them fo much injury 
and a matrofs were killed, and the faker with 
which they did their execution broken in 
pieces. 

The procraftination of the fiege, and the Jul/ 
likelihood of its longer continuance, induced ^^* 
Fairfax to try the efFefts of conditions to the 
foldiers : and as his wifh was to get the of- 
ficers into his power, thefe conditions were 
obliged to be made in honourable terms. 
This conduft fo contrary to the ufual praftice 

of 

^ Carter fays, there was not one man killed. 
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t)f war, was reprobated in ftrong terms by the 
Lord Goring, and that an end might be put 
to future defigns of the kind, the Lord Capell 
and Sir Charles Lucas informed Fairfax, that 
if any fimilar attempts were repeated, they 
ihould be obliged to hang the mefTenger as 
an example. 

The provifions that had been colleftcd 
from every quarter by the Lord Goring, be- 
ing nearly fpent, and all further fupply im- 
pradticable either from within the walls or 
without, the council of war, after deliberat- 
ing upon the meafurcs to be purfued, re- 
folved upon a general fally of the horfe to be 
made in the night, with intention that an ef- 
cape northward might be efFefted to haflen 
the relief expefted from Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale, In the. evening, all the horfe, 
(except 200) with the gentlemen volunteers, 
and a body of foot, were ordered to be 
in readinefs in the caftle-yard. When the 
night was advanced, the party headed by Sir 
Charles Lucas, Sir Bernard Gafcoignc, and 
.Sir George Lifle, proceeded to the river, and 

pafling 
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pafling It between the north bridge and the 
mill*, arrived withift hearing of the centi- 
nels, before any akrrn was given. The 
guides fearful, and perhaps treacherous, in 
this inttant of danger, mifled them, and with 
the pioneers who had been brought to fcvel 
the fences, fled acrofs the inclofures when 
the guard began to fire* This defertion ren- 
dered the further profecution of the projedt 
impoflible, and a retreat was inftantly made 
and efiefted without lofs. Purfuit was made 
by the parliamentarians, who miftaking the 
traft, in anger, and no lefs perhaps from con- 
venience of opportunity, fet fire to the fu- 
burbs without the bridge i and as the confla- 
gration commenced in fix or feven places at 
once, and went on rapidly, they were fooa 
reduced to alhes. 

This incendiary performance being fo fuc- 
cefsful, other attempts fofl:ered by the d'ef- 
pair of the parliamentarians, were made in 
the fuburbs between the north bridge and 
the gate^ as well as at other places -, but the 

aftivity 

* Diary# 
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aftivity of tlie foldiers of the Lord Goring, 
with the afliftance of the inhabitants, pre- 
vented the wilhed for fuccefs. 

July The befieged were unwilling to give up all 
* idea of breaking through the enemy's line, 
and again attenipted it with a fmall party^ 
the weaknefs of which only, caufcd a failure. 
Equally averfe alfo to all thoughts of fubmit- 
ting to what they efteemed a cruel and mer- 
cilcfs foe, they were prepared to meet the ut- 
moft extremities of lingering vant and fa- 
mine, or to experience the fudden calamity 
and danger of affault, furprife, or open battle. 
The failure of the accuftomed fcanty provi- 
fion hitherto daily delivered out by the com- 
miflaries, was a matter of ferious moment, 
more on account of the inhabitants who were 
numerous, uneafy, and feditioufly inclined, 
than bccaufe fo few refources of fupply yet 
remained. The ftrift fearch for corn that 
was renewed in every houfe, produced but a 
fmall quantity : fome ftarch, and a good 
quantity of fpice and oil, proved the only 
ftores that could be muftered. Of preferved 

flelh 
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flefli fcarce any remained, and of living 
animals that could become food, the horfes 
only furvived. Thefe the council of war 
ordered to be muttered* in the caftle yard, 
and one third delivered over to the com- 
miflary for flaughter -, part for immediate Juljr 
ufe, and part to be falted and kept in re- 
ferye. Of the foldiers, fome fewf terrified 
by the fcene, and the evils that threatened to 
cnfue, abandoned their affociates and deferted 
to the enemy; the reft cheered by the new 
fupply, readily enured themfeives to the un- 
ufual foodJ> which the fpice and oil ren- 
dered palatable, and refolved to abide yet 
greater evils rather than deliver themfeives 
up "upon bafe and difnonourable terms" §. 
Thefe unexpected fentiments in common 
men, who generally feck no farther than 
felf-prefervation, and the fteadinefs with 

which 

• Seven hundred horfes were reckoned. Diary. 

+ Seventeen, Diary, 

J A horfc was roafled whole in Middleburg, near north 
gate, by the foldiery, as a general feaft at the commence-* 
ment of tliis new diet* Diary, 

§ Carter. 
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which they entered upon the praftice of thcni| 
was a new check to the hopes of Fairfax, and, 
the furrender daily expefted, vanifhed to a 
diftant period. 

J"Jy The parliamentarians advancing from the 
Hythe towards the town, began to ereft two 
or three redoubts in a field that commanded 
the line in Berry-field, at the/outh eaft angle 
of the wall. A party was fent forth to dif* 
lodge them, which beat them oflf their worksy 
and followed them into the ftreets and houfes, 
where maintaining their ground, large parties 
of horfe and foot were ordered down againft 
them from the leager. Upon which a re- 
treat was made in fafety, about ten prifoners 
taken, and no greater lofs fufFered than one 
killed, and two or three wounded. 

The nightly fallies were again vigoroufly 
renewed in hopes opportunities of efcape 
would arife: and two troops of horfe at 
length fucceeded in the enterprize. Diftantly 
encountering the horfe guard (lationed in the 
road which led to Maiden^ and exchanging 

piftolsi 
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piftols, they fuddenly wheeled about as if t^ 
retire, and paflfing another guard to the righ( 
without being perfeftly difcovered, made 
their way to Tiptree-heath, and with the af- 
fiftance of good guides> proceeded into Cam- 
bridge(hire> difperfing gradually in the length 
pf way they journeyed. 

The repeated inclination the forces of th^ 
Lord Goring (hewed to break through thQ 
line upqn the north fide of the town, and in 
particular the two lad attempts that were 
made, occafioned Fairfax to throw up a fmaU 
fort againft the ford by which they pafled the 
river below the north bridge, as w^U to fe-* 
cure the p^flage as to prevent the fuccefs a 
fudden and refolute ^tt^ck might have been 
attended with. 

To have carried the town by ftorm^ woul^ 
in all probability h^ve been an eafy taik for 
Fairfax to have performed at an earlier pe- 
riod, and now feem only to have been pre- 
vented by the fituation of ibme particular clr-f 

cumfl:ances# 
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cumftances. The committee of parliament 
and many officers and foldiers were in the 
hands of the Lord Goring as prifoners^ and 
an exchange had been feveral times propofed 
by Fairfax, without efFeft. The apprehenfion 
that during the profecution of fuch violent 
meafurcs, from the defpair of the foldicry, 
from military revenge made ungovernable by 
the final ruin of the royal caufe, or from a 
more juftifiable retribution, fanguinary fteps 
would have been taken with their Confined 
friends, in great likelihood, had hitherto 
warded off the fatal blow from being made; 
and the anxiety of Fairfax to get thefc friends 
out of the Lord Goring's hands, feems im- 
putable to no other caufe than a defire to fi« 
ni(h by a general affault, a dangerous and 
tedious war, which if further procraftinated, 
might from a variety of circumftances that 
threatened, give new (inews of ftrength to 
the Lord Goring, and occafion infinite toil 
and hazard to himfelf, and danger ta the 
parliament. All this feems to have been well 
underftood by the Lord Goring's council of 

war. 
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^ar, and upon a former, as well as a renewed 
application* at this junfture, (exdept in ond 
folitary inftance f) they remained inflexible. 

As thefe repeated efforts of Fairfax were 
unproduftive of the defired eflfeft, acquiefcing 
to the neceflity of his fituation> he began to 
make preparation for ftorming the walls, in 
hopes the rumour of it might work to his 
advantage. 

To Ihew his earneftnefs in fuch intentions, July 
and to give a foretafte to the wearied and fa- 
miflied foldiers of the Lord Goring, a gene- 
ral alarm was made in the dead of night, 
throughout the line, and anxiety piftured the 

P horrors 

* Fairfax had by fome means got Lord CapelFs fon, in 
hopes to efFcdl an exchange ; but Lord Capell Tent particu- 
lar word to Fairfax, that it was Inhuman in him to fur- 
prize his fon, who was not in arms, and offer him toinfult 
a father's affedions. 

< 

+ Carter fays. Sir William Maflam was exchanged by- 
Lord Goring for Mr. Aftiburnham ; thid the Diary con- 
tradids, but Carter is very particular, and fays, he wa«^ 
over-joyful of his liberty, and his fervant was permitted 
to come to the walls to receive him. 
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horrors of violent approach, alTault^ and in- 
difcriminate bloodflied. Arrows were (hot 
into the towawith offers to the Ibldiers to 
defert j but oa the north fide only, however, 
the matter became ferious. The guard fta* 
tioned in the mill below north bridge, was by 
a party of the enemy commanded by Colonel 
Rainlborough, that had forded the river, fu* 
rioufly attacked, and compelled to retire for 
flielter within the walls. This party inflantly 
fell to work, fet the mill on fire, and left it 
might be fpared by the flames, to render it 
unferviceable in future, the fluice, whereby, 
the head of water was formed^ was cut dowa 
and deftroyed^ 

To fuffer this infult tamely, was in faft 
giving up the caufe at once, and inviting 
that aflault which was fufpended over their 
heads. That a fpirited repulfe might be 
given, and to (hew the foldiery that the moft 
dangerous enterprizes were not put upon 
them to perform, a party of officers and gen- 
tlemen, fallicd forth at the Rye gate^ and 
with a determined courage that no oppofftion 

could 
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Could quell, beat the enemy from the imlL 
The fudden confufion that followed, occa^ 
fioned many to be drowned, who ia retreat- 
ing, miftook the place where the river was 
fordable. About twelve* were killed and 
fix made prifoners, and the fire which had 
gained but little progrefs was quenched by 
the foldiers, who made ufe of their hats as 
temporary buckets f • 

This fteady and refolute repulfe, warded off 
for this night the affault that waited the junc- 
tion only of a few favourable circumft^ces 
to have been general ^. 

P 2 That 

* The Diary fays, three were killed in the attack, 

i In the a£^ck,ap Enfign was (hot through the body 
With a ball of five pounds* which yet hung in the fkin* 
With the affiftance of a foldier, he retired to his quarter* 
an the middle of the town, and laying down on his bed, 
the ball broke through and carried his life with it, giving 
him time neverthe]e(j> to breathe out this exprJeffion: "Oh 
•' that I had been ftiot with my colours, in my hand, that 
** furling myfelf in them, I might have fo died; «y 
•* friends might then have believed, I really loved my 
" King, and that I lived, and chearfuHy died in his and 
«' my country's fervicc,"— Carter, 

$ Carter^ 
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July That there might be many places to enter 
the town at, when the projefted afiault was 
given, the cannonading was again refumed^ 
and efpecially on the weft fide towards the 
north angle, where no houfes could give any 
annoyance upon entering. The engineers im- 
mediately employed themfelves to ftrengthen 
thefe places by forming trenches behind the 
walls, and every precaution was taken that the 
enemy fhould meet with a warm and unex- 
pefted reception. Scythes fitted with long 
handles, frightful to view and terrible in ex- 
ecution, were prepared, and the horfe fbl- 
diers, now difmounted, inftrufted in their ufc. 
Brown bills, forged for the purpofe of de- 
fending the line, were given to all the guards ; 
and fcalding pitch kept boiling in iron pdts 
and cauldrons every night, and long ladles 
for catting it over the ramparts, were pro- 
vided and kept in thofe places were the 
v/eight of the aflault was chiefly expefted. 

The readinefs of thefe preparations, and 
the danger of encountering them, much abat- 
ed the ardour of the troops of Fairfax, and - 

the 
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the daily news which that general received of 
the fubduing the different parties that had 
fprung up in the kingdom, and from which 
the Lord Goring had expefted fuccour and 
relief, jointly operated to make a delay of the 
intended aflault, at this time a matter of no 
confiderable moment; efpecially as famine 
was hourly doing the work of war, and bring- 
ing the iffue near at hand. 

Neverthelefs the regularity of the work re- 
ceived no interruption. The fuburbs to- 
wards the Hythe were fet on fire, by the par- 
liament forces, and the Lord Goring to dif- 
iodge the enemy, caufed what they had fpared 
jon that quarter to be burnt alfo. A troop of T^V 
the Lord Capell's fallied out and took fome 
prifoners at work upon the line near St. Bo- 
tolph's, where the approaches were made in 
formal order, and were nearly under the walls. 
This boldnefs in the Ibldiers of Fairfax was 
fatal to many of them, and notwithftanding 
ammunition began to be fcarce with the Lord 
<joring's forces, fo that a conftant fire fronn 
the line could not be made, many, by well 

P 3 direfled 
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direfted fliot, daily fell. In return, the fol- 
dicrs of Fairfax lay in wait for the occafional 
iffuing of any of the Lord Goring's forces. 
Hay, corn, and ftraw, and even thatch from 
the buildings, and all the green boughs and 
leaves that could be procured, had been con- 
fumed by the horfes, and the foldiers fallied 
forth in parties to cut grafs. Some kept up 
a fire upon the enemy, while the reft gathered 
the provender; and in thefe private fkir- 
milhes many fell by craft, and not a few as 
the marked objeAs of revenge, and partial 
hatred. 

July Stratagems were alfo prafticed upon other 
^'* occafions. A party of foot fallied out aC 
night to difcover the nature of fome new 
works that were conftrudting. Twenty of 
thefe with fpades, and the reft with muflcets, 
paflTed the enemy's firft centinel, faying, they 
were come to make an end of the work where 
they had wrought the preceding night. With 
the fecond guard they engaged, and after 
killing feveral, brought away the officer who 
commanded. 

Difeafc 
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Difeafe as well as famine now began to Aug, 
aflift in the deftruftion of the befieged. The ^* 
bad effefts of fcanty as well as unwholefome 
diet occaGoned the death of nnany, and the 
rcfolution of fome numbers,' hitherto firn^ 
and ftable, began, for want of hope, to waver 
when this new minifter appeared. Defertion 
foon followed * the lofs of hope, and the 
ranks of the Lord Goring fuffcied unavoid- 
able rcduftion. 

To thofc more fteady in their refplutions, 
who remained, and whom neither war, fa- 
mine, difeafe, or the profpeft of reward could 
fubdue, or tempt to defertion, the ordinary 
hard and flerider diet they had been accuf- 
tomed to was now become a luxury: the 
want of which was fupplied by cats, dogsf, 

P 4 and 

* The Diary fays, 200 came away ia the preceding 
liveek. 

+ The foldiers ufed to referve half their loaf, and early 
in the morning go forth, and if a dog was difcovered, 
drop a piece of bread, and by degrees tempt' him within 
their reach, and knock him down with their muflcets. — A 
fmall dog fold for about twelve fhillings« * 
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and every other animal that was to be pro- 
cured and that hunger could make palatable. 
^"S* The inhabitants who fufFered in the general 
evil, fearful of perifhing, requeftcd leave to 
go forth into the country, but this neither 
the rules of war, or the humanity of Fairfax 
would permit. 

By the advice of his officers at a full coun- 
' eel, Fairfax was now carrying his approachejs 
in order to a ftorm. All the places of con- 
veniency and advantage round the town tKey 
had already feized, and began to infmuate 
themfelves into the houf^s in the fuburbs 
under the wall. Finding this meafure of 
fudden advantage, they drew down thicker, 
and under Ihelter of the houfes made the line 
too hot for any to abide it. The officers of 
the Lord Goring not relilhing their new 
neighbours, and finding no other remedy, 
fallied forth with a ftrong party and beat 
them out of the ftreets and houfes. 

Having done this they proceeded to de- 
jRolilh thofe buildings that adjoined the wall, 

and 
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and were conveniently (ituated to annoy them; 
Some were pulled down and the materials 
preferved, and others burnt, and the line 
rendered as little obftrufted as poffible, and 
as few places for (belter to the parliament 
forces as could be. 

The poor inhabitants of the town now be- Aug. 
gan to be clamorous for food, and gathered 
in crouds about the Lord Goring's quarters 
demanding a furrender. The men were 
forcibly driven away, but the women and 
children defied the foldiers, and could not be 
removed or appeafed. Moved by their cries '^^ 
and importunities the Lord Goring fent to 
Fairfax, requefting leave to fend to the 
Prince* (Rupert) who with nineteen men of 
war lay at the mouth of the Thames, and of- 
fering to furrender on honourable terms, if 
not relieved in twenty days. To this meflage '" 
a refufal was given, and a taunting anfwer 
returned by Fairfax, that in Icfs than that 
time he fhould vifit them in perfon; for that 

preparations 

* Carter fays, it was to fend to know particulars con- 
cerning Sir Marmadake Langdale, 
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preparations were making for a general af- 
lault. Some (harp replies cnfued, and the 
Lord Goring concluded by affuring him that 
for the prevention of bloodfhed^ they were 
willing to furrender upon honourable terms^ 
but as for ftorming them as they had threat- 
ened, they might come on when they thought 
fit, for all things were ready for his reception. 

Aug. Fairfax to all this returned as a final an- 
^°* fwer, the conditions he would allow. Thefc 
were that on peaceable furrender, all foldiers 
and officers under the degree of captain in 
commiflion Ihould be afTured of life, esemp* 
tion from plunder, and leave to go to their 
homes i all the lords, captains, and fuperior 
officers and volunteeis to furrender at difcre- 
tion *. 

2 1 . Thefe offers were rejefted by the Lord Gor- 
ing, and upon a renewal of the clamours of 
the people for bread, one of the gates was fet 
open, that they might go forth and try the 
clemency of Fairfax. Many with the ma- 

giilrates 
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giftratcs went out and petitioned that the in- 
habitants might have leave to difperfe them- 
fclves in the country amongft their friends, 
and get relieved from a ftate of famine. This 
was not allowed by the politic Fairfax, who 
urged ^' that it did not ftand with his truft to 
to permit it*j" and gave an order to the 
army round the leager to fire at all that fhould 
be turned out, or ''endeavoured to efcape. 
Thofe who had approached the line in ex- 
peftation of a favourable anfwer, were or- 
dered to retire, and enter thofe gates they 
hoped to bid adieu to, and aflbciate with 
their mifcries anew. 

4 

The magiftrates with the inhabitants, dif- 
appointed in their application to Fairfax, re- 
newed their importunities to the Lord Goring, 
who with the officers and foldiers had refolv- 
ed to have died with their fwords in their 
hands, rather than yield to the offers that 
had been propofed: Neverthelefs wearied 
with their continual cries, and commiferat- 
ing their helplefs condition, the Lord Goring 

confented 
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-confented to enter upon a treaty; which in 
the event proved fruirlefs, as no alteration of 
terms would be allowed. 

The rigid adherence of Fairfax to thefe 
tenns was in fome degree ftrengthened by a 
viftory over 21,000 Scots that had entered 
Lancafliire, and were making a progrels 
fouthward. Relieved from any anxiety that 
he might be obliged to raife the fiege to op- 
pofc the enemy in another quarter, he per- 
fifted yet more in abiding by the terms that 
had been offered, and furthermore had leifurc 
to await the approaching efFeft of his inveft- 
mcnt v/ithout proceeding to a ftorm. 

For fcveral days paft while all this had been 
tranfafting, the emiffaries of the enemy were 
conftantly at work in the town to excite fe- 
dition and mutiny among the foldiers. Pri- 
vate papers were fent by women to incenfe 
them againll the officers, who were therein 
branded with the name of rebels, and men 
afting againft the peace of. the kingdom. 
Strange and improbable accounts of viftories 

over 
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over men that never were in arms, with lofrg*^ 
lifts of prifoners never taken. Arrows, with 
papers fattened to them were difcharged into 
the town, with offers of fair quarter to fuch 
as would dcfert, and liberty to go home with- 
out injury, others with threats of granting no* 
quarter ; and no means were left untried to 
difunite the foldiers from their officers, and 
make them abandon their refoliitions. All 
this was however of little avail, but rather 
ferved to ftimulate the foldiers, who ^ faw 
through the drift of the defign, and expreffed 
anew their intentions, *' to live with liberty, 
or die with honour.*" Moved by an honeft 
indignation, they retorted the infult, and, to 
ftiew the fincerity of their contempt, in a 
coarfe way returned their arrows fmeared with 
ordure. 

Rather than permit matters to take their Aug. 
threatened courfe, one of the committee of 
parliament that was held a prifoner by the 
Lord Goring, humanely took upon himfelf 
to intercede with the unyielding Fairfax for 

Better 
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better terms; Deaf to all folicitations even 
from his friends, he returned for anfwer, that 
he had fent them a former account of what 
conditions he would give, and thofe he woiild 
fiand to, and. no other mufi: be looked for 
or expelled. 

The forces of the Lord Goring, while the 
means of fupply remained, or relief and af- 
fiftance from the royalifis in other parts of 
the kingdom could be reafonably expefted, 
buoyed themfelves up with the idea, that as 
their intentions were founded in integrity and 
honour, and the general welfare of the public 
was their fole aim, fuccefs would ultimately 
place a chaplet of viAory upon their endca-* 
vours. But now that all further means of 
fubfiflence were cut off, their friends from 
whom aid was expelled, difcomfited and 
(lain ; and little ammunition left in the ma-* 
gazine, hope began to give way to defpair> 
and the regular proceedings of men re- 
folved upon viftory, made room for the dcf- 
perate meafures that are ufually purfuedj when 
the lail and bell efforts have failed. 

In 
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In confequence pf this fituation, and ofAog« 
the inflexibility of the politic Fairfax, the 
Lord Goring, the Lord Capell, and Sir 
Charles Lucas, with the reft of the officers 
and gentlemen refolved to break through the 
enemy's line, and for that purpofe entered 
into a folemn engagement, with a firmnefs 
proportioned to their hopelefs fortune ; pro- 
tefting againft all conditions by which their 
liberties might be infringed, and their ho- 
nours blemifhed, and folemnly engaging not 
to defert one another, nor the foldiery, 'till 
they fhould have forced a paflage through all 
that ihould oppofe them, or perifh in the af):. 
The foldiers adopting the fame fpirit as their 
leaders, eagerly embraced the honourable re- 
Iblution, of 'manfully rcleafing themfelves 
from the evils they fuftained, or of falling ia 
the attempt, 

Thefc fteps being taken, all means poffible 
were ufed to gather the remaining provifions 
in the town into the commiflfaries ftore-houfe. 
Private houfes were ranfacked, and thofe fa-> 

milies 
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fnilies that had moft, allowed but a peck o( 
corn for future fubfiftence; yet the fupply 
gained for the foldiery was but very fnnall, 

Ai7g. The defperate ftate of the Lord Goring'sr 
affairs, and of the town in general, was well 
known to Fairfax, who laid in quiet expefta- 
tion of that hour when famine fhould have 
compleated its work, and wrought a viftory 
for him without danger. Neverthelefs, as 
intimidation might haften that period, by 
beating down and fubduing the remains of 
that fpirit which aftuatcd his enemies, he 
neglefted not to praftice thofe meafures upon 
an occafion which now offered. 

This was performed by fending a paper 
kite into the town, laden with incendiary 
papers, and a book relating a great viftory 
over the Scots, from whom the befiegcd had 
expefted powerful affiftance. Soon after, 
Ihouts of triumph were heard from the leagery 
and a general volley of fi-nall and great (hot 
encircled the town. In the extremity of def- 

pair. 
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paif) it was hoped the long threatened aflault 
"would enfue, and that anxious period arrive 
which fliould bring upon its wings defervcd 
viftory, or unmerited ruin. 

Difappointed in this, the befieged induftri^Aug^ 
oufly courted the fatal danger, and at the ^' 
council of war refolved to fend Fairfax word, 
. " That fince he denied to treat upon any con- 
ditions that were honourable, notwithftanding 
their aftions and denr^eanours in the fervice 
had been nothing but what became their ho- 
nour and fidelity, if he were pleafed to make 
an attempt of attacking them, he fhould not 
need to fpring any mine, (as he boafted he 
had ready) but that any gate about the town 
he fliould make choice of, fliould be fet open, 
and his entrance difputed afterwards." 

This challenge dictated by defpair and im* 
patient valour difdaining the curb, was un- 
accepted by the cool and phlegmatic Fair- 
fax ; who, trufting to the arrangements he 
had made, waited the iflTuc with a patience 
not to be difturbed. 

Q^ Infiduous 
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Infiduous approach, and open aflault nc- 
verthelefs continued at this late period to 
be praftifed. The foldiers of Fairfax had 
worked their way under the fhelter of an old 
wall*, fo near the line at the fouth-eaft .angle 
of the walls, that frequent converfations and 
infult took place between them and the bc- 
fieged, which terminated commonly in ilon- 
ing each other, or in more fure deftnidtion 
by the mufket. Four great pieces of batter- 
ing cannon were planted in a new fituation 
againfl: the fame angle of the walls, and about 
140 great (hot fired againfl the two old ruined 
towers, the upper parts of which were beaten 
off, and three men killed,. 

But now the time was arrived for the Lord 
Goring to coUcft all his force into one body, 
and to confolidate all his intentions into one 
focus, to the execution of the defperate pro- 
jeft he had formed. All further fupply of 
provifions was at an end. Bread had been 
made of wheat, rye, barley, oats, peafcj beans, 

and 
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St» Botolph^ yet Handing on the fonth of lylorc-lane» 
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and malt, and none now renmained. Abovi 
800 horfes had been flaughtered j and of dogs> 
cats, and other animals, of which extreme 
neceflity had compelled the befieged to tafte^ 
very few were left alive. All the ammuni- 
tion that could be muttered, would fervc 
barely to maintain a two hours fight, and 
was fcarce fufficient for the purpofe of exe- 
cuting what was left unfinifhed of their de- 
figns. Their friends in every v quarter of the 
kingdom had been either fubdued by the 
victorious parliament, or rendered unable 
to afford them any affiftance. Hopelefs, and 
tottering on the brink of dcfpair, famine and 
mifery flaring them in the face, and the 
wrath and inhuman inflexibility of a malig- 
nant enemy binding them with bands of iron 
to tafte the bitter fruit of difappointment, ex- 
treme neceflity, and violent defperation ; in- 
ftant meafures were taken to hurry on a ca- 
tafl:rophe to thofe evils which were become 
no longer fupportable. 

The council of war of the Lord- Goring 
proceeded impiediately to order the final rc- 

0^2 folution 
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folution that had been before adopted to be 
executed} which as the foldiery yet remaihed 
uncorrupted and untainted by the incendiary 
practices that had been ufed to make them 
fwerve from their duty, was the only gleam 
of hope that brightened the dreary and com- 
fortlefs profpcft. The whole force of the 
Lord Goring was ordered to be in arms; 
and, furnifhed with the ammunition that re- 
mained and as many fhort fcaling ladders as 
could be procured, to hold icfelf in readinefs 
to iflue in the deadeft time of night from 
two of the gates, and ftorming the lines of 
the enemy, force a way through all oppofi- 
tion, or perifh. Such of the officers as yet 
had horfes for their fcrvice, left the foldiers 
fliould think they rfteant to efcape and leare 
them engaged, were (except the general and 
major-general) to piftol them in fight of the 
army, 

Thefe refolutions being taken and fccrecy 
enjoined, every one concerned began the ne- 
ceffary preparations with alacrity. The of- 
ficers anxious to promote a general confi-^ 

dence 
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dcnce in the foldiers, treated them, as bre- 
theren in danger and misfortune, with the 
iame refrefhments as they partook among 
themfclves*, and by condefcenfion and ex- 
ample, excited them to join heartily in the 
work. The cannonading which Fairfax had 
refumed in fome places, was paid little atten- 
tion to, but ferved as an excufe for that in- 
ternal commotion, which otherwife might 
have occafioried fufpicion. Under this cover, 
all things were got in readinefs before night 
came on ; and the ammunition and fcaling 
ladders fecured in a particular place of con- 
venience, gave leifure for thofe reflexions 
which would naturally arife between the 
forming and executing of fuch a fiifal and 
important defign^r 

The night was far advanced, and the hour 
of aflfault approached ; when fedition, as a 
fiend that rejoices in cutting afunder the lafl: 
fad hopes of defpairing men, at one blow de- 
ftroyed the fair profpeft of deliverance that 

0^3 began 
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began to dawn, and overwhelmed the L.ord 
Goring and his officers, with the miferics of 
that fate they had been fo long ftriving 

againft. 

Whether Fairfax had difcovered the refo-- 
lute intentions of the befieged, and by his 
feditious agents had infufed doubt and fuf- 
picion in the breafts of the inferior foldiery, 
to render abortive the execution of a plan, 
which contained in it much for him to fear 
and apprehend, is unknown, but ftrongly 
fuggefted. It is not eafy to be conceived 
that he fhould be unacquainted with the de- 
fign, and it is equally inconceivable that 
amongft fuch a number as were to be con*' 
cerned, or from the inhabitants, not one 
Ihould be found to betray the time of its 
execution ; or that the tendency of the ne- 
ceflary preparations ihould not be obfcrved 
by the fpies and agents employed. How- 
ever it was, a little before the projefted hour 
arrived, objeftions began to be ftarted, and 
fcveral arguments were alledged by fome of 

the 
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the officers, who pretended, the following 
night would better fuit the enterprize, as the 
preparations would then be niore complete. 

While this parley was holding, the work of 
fedition was eagerly purfued among the fol- 
diery. Thofe incendiaries who had it in 
charge, craftily infinuared to the private men, 
that the officers and gentlemen were refolved 
very fuddenly, to break away through the 
leager and efcape ; leaving them engaged, or 
at the mercy of a difappointed and enraged 
enemy. The foldiers hitherto unfufpicious, 
in a fatal moment gave way to thefe infinua- 
tions, without confulting whether fuch ac- 
tions tallied with the honour and general 
conduct of their officers, or any exclufivc 
benefit would refult to them if fuch a fcheme 
had been praftifed. Without refiftance they 
fuffi^red themfelves to be hurried into a frenzy 
of defperate mutiny round the line, and their 
heated imagination piftured in every officer, 
a demon that was to betray them. Some 
proceeded yet further, and threatened to caft 
their officers over the line to the enemy, or 

CL4 t9 
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to kill them if they offered to ftir out, and 
the greater part throwing off military obe- 
dience left their appointed ftations, and af- 
fembled in crouds to confult their own fafety. 
Thefe, felefted a deputation of thirty to wait 
upon the council of war to know their inten- 
tions, and to declare " That if they would 
not make conditions for them, and fuch as 
they Ihould like of, they would article for 
themfclves over the line, and leave their of- 
ficers to fhift for themfelves, as they un- 
derftood their officers would have done by 
them." 

This unexpefted declaration being deli- 
vered to the council, threw them into great 
diforder and confufionj as it contained a 
charge againft their honour, as well as being 
contrary to their fafety and intereftj and con- 
vinced them that the meafure they had been 
about to adopt, was not, from the change that 
fedition and miftruft had occafioned in the 
minds of the foldiery, to be purfued with any . 
profpeft of fafety or fuccefs. However, to 
abate fuch a dangerous commotion^ and coh^ 
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vince the foldiers of the falfehood of what had 
been infinuated to them, the Lord Goring 
aflured them, " That they were fo far from 
deferting them, or feeking any good that 
fhould not extend in as great a meafure to 
the meaneft foldier as to themfelves, that 
they were thoroughly rcfolved to become a 
prey and fubmit to the mercy of their ene- 
mies, nay throw themfelves into the greateft 
inconveniencies and hardfhips which they 
could be oppreffed with, fooner than not 
free the inferior foldiery from fufFcring ; and 
that it was their fincere defires, to deliver 
themfelves up prifoners to the enemy, if 
thereby they could ]pmch^fc tbem an ho- 
nourable liberty," 

The thirty foldiers fatisfied with this decla- 
ration, anfwered their general, that they de- 
fired not any liberty which fhould be pur- 
chafed at fo dear a rate 5 and as men unde- 
ceived, renewed their engagement of abiding 
by fuch refolutions as the council fhould 
propofc and think expedient for their mutual 
good. 

In 



( 234 ) 

In the mean while Sir Charles Lucas, Sir 
William Compton, Sir George Lifle, and 
many other of the officers, diligently ftirred 
themfelves to appeafe the tumult round the 
line, and fo far fucceeded as to reduce the 
turbulent and unruly fpirit the foldiers had 
fhewn, to fome degree of mildnefs and obe- 
dience. 

And now that calmnefs began to fucceed 
the ftorm, refle£tion took place of anger, and 
the foldiers, as if afhamed of their condu<9:» 
too late fought into the origin of the jealoufy 
that had arifen. But a breach had been made 
in that mutual confidence, upon which every 
hope of fuccefs in the intended enterprize was 
built; and the worfl: that adverfe fortune 
could beftow, only remained, as the unavoid- 
able lot of thofe who had hitherto given life 
and fpirit to the defign. 

Accordingly, the council of war, to make 
good the declaration of the Lord Goring, 
purfued, without regard to themfelves, fuc^i 
mcafures as only tended to cnfurc fafety to 

the 
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the foldiers ; and took the final refolution of 
fending forth a gentleman to treat with Fair- 
fax for conditions. 

Upon this embafly Colonel Samuel Tuke, 
and J. Bamardifton, one of the committee of 
parliament, were difpatched to confer upon 
thofe terms that had before been offered by- 
Fairfax. But now that extreme neceflity had 
fubdued his enemies, and put them uncondi- 
tionally into his fatal grafp, it accorded not 
with the policy, or difpofition of Fairfax to 
grant, what a more generous enemy would 
have bellowed: — honourable conditions.'-— 
Inftigated by his council of war, he had even 
receded from thofe before propofed, and 
would harken to no call either of humanity 
or compaflion ; or liften to any terms, until 
the committee of parliament was firft deli- 
vered from its captivity. 

The Lord Goring, and the reft of the of- ^"S- 
ficers who compofed his council, upon learn- 
ing the refult of the conference, feeing no 
refource or alternative, were compelled in 
their hopelefs ftate to grant this preliminary; 

a circum* 
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a circnmftance Fairfax had at various times 
before Ihewn an anxiety to gain. 

The committee of parliament was there- 

■ 

fore releafed from confinement, and per- 
mitted to depart. And now thcfe hoftages 
being delivered, nothing remained with the 
Lord Goring to fecure him and his friends 
from the effcfts of that refentmcnt Fairfax 
had long brooded over, who with patience 
had waited the happy period when he might 
give way to it, without fear of a retaliation. 

After the committee was difmifled. Colonel 
Tuke with five other officers*, went forth 
commiflioncd by the Lord Goring, the Lord 
Capell, and Sir Charles Lucas, to difcourie 
with Fairfax, and agree upon the terms of 
furrender, which being known to be unavoid-- 
able, gave occafion for the foldiers of Fair- 
fax to afcend the line, and intermix' with 
thofe of the Lord Goring j . and even pro- 
ceed, 

• The commiffioncrs on the part of the Lord Goring 
were Colonel Tuke, Sir William Compton, Sir Abrahann 
Shipman, Edward Hammond, and William Aylofie* 
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ceed, before authorifed, to commit thofe 
afts of outrage fo liable to be performed by 
viftorious men. 

After much explanation on .the part of 
the commiflioners * appointed by. Fairfax, in 
which the whole day was confumed, the only 
conditions of furrender that addrefs, perfua- 
fion, or humanity could gain from Fairfax 
were to the following purport : — 

That all private foldiers and officers under 
captains fhould render themfelves into the 
cuftody of fuch as Ihould be appointed to 
take charge of them, and that they Ihould 
have fair quarter f. 

That the lords, and all captains and fupe- 
rior officers and gentlemen, Ihould fubmit 

tjienifelvcs 

• Thefe were Sir Thomas Horteywood, Henry Ircton, 
Thomas Rainfborow, Edward Whalley, William Bloys, 
Bramftone Gordon, Jphn Sparrow, Ifaac Ewer, Thomas 
Cook, and George Bamardiflon. 

+ The explanation given of this term, was, that the 
prifoners fhould be aflured of life, be free from injury, 
and be provided witfi food and clothing. 
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themfelves to the mercy of the Lord General, 
into the hands of fiich as he fliould appoint 
to take charge of them *. 

As it was of confiderable import that the 
commiffioners of the Lord Goring fhould be 
fully informed, what was meant by the term 
of fubmitting to mercy, they had queftioncd 
the commiffioners of Fairfax upon that head, 
and had been anfwered, that it implied a 
furrender without certain afluranccs of quar- 
ter, fo as that the Lord General might be 
free to put fome immediately to the fword, 
if be Jaw caiije. 

In all thefe proceedings It is eafy to dif- 
cern, that the life of fome individual, either 
from private hatred or party rancour was 
pointed at, and that the " caufc was al- 
ready 

• There were other particulars refpefting the horfes, 
arms, and military ftores : very few of the firft remainedj 
of the lafl only one barrel and an half of powder, and fome 
quantity of large (hot at the Lord Goring's quarters, which 
the foldiers had gathered up as they were 4red« andrceeiT* 
ed for each as a perquiflte fijc-pence a piece* 
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ready feen*", that would induce the Lord 
General to exercife that rigorous vengeance 
he had referved. 

The comnmiflioners of the Lord Goring 
having affented to the propofed terms, re- 
turned to their friends and gave relief to the 
anxiety that had reigned in their abfence, 
by informing them of the harfh and diflio- 
nourable treaty, and of that fatal referve 
which they well perceived, would devote 
fome of them to.deftruftion. 

On the morrow, the Lord Goring, and Aug- 
thofe under his command, furrendered them- 
felves prifoners, being in number, including 
the fuperior officers and captains, 3530, after 
an unexpefted defence of eleven weeks, un- 
provided with the neceffaries of life, military 
ftores, or regular and well-conftrufted works 
of defence, and with few refources ; againft a 
powerful and vi<n:orious foe, led on to combat 

- by 

* In the adlion at Marftone Moor, Fairfax had been 
roughly handlecl by Sir Charles Lucas, -after which he 
had been often heard to threaten him. . 
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by cnthufiafm, and encouraged by rfcpcated 
fuccefs i whofe wants found ample provifioni 
and whofe refources were numerous and ia* 
exhauftible. 

In the afternoon, when the furrcnder had 
been compleated according to the conditions, 
Fairfax entered the walls, and in triumph 
rode round to infpeft the line. The weakncfs 
that upon the flighteft view was apparent, ex- 
cited his furprife, and it was not without fbme 
degree of aftonilhment that he conQdered the 
time the place had been held againil the 
ftrong force unremittingly employed to in- 
yeft and fubdue it. 

A council of war was foon after held at the 
Moot-hall, and Col. Ewer difpatched with a 
meffage to the Lord Goring and the officers, 
who were yet unalTured as to the intentions of 
Fairfax. Saluting the Lords, and addrei&ng 
himfelf in a flight and contemptuous manner 
to Sir Charles Lucas, he informed him^ that 
the General defired to fpeak with him at the 
council of war, with Sir George Liflc, and Sir 

Bernard 
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Bernard Gafcoyne *. It was no difficult 
matter to divine the meaning of this mejQTage, 
and that Fairfax with his council were pro- 
ceeding to fome refolution refpefting " mi- 
litary juftice," in which thefe gentlemen 
would be involved. Taking an afFeftionatc 
and folemn farewell of their honourable af- 
fociates, with a calm and intrepid firmnefs of 
mind, they undauntedly refigned themfelves 
to their fuggefted ill-fate, and departed to 
the council of war, to meet its confirmation* 

Here being delivered to a ftrong guard, 
they were locked up in an apartment of the 
hall. Mean while the council, not all inclined 
to purfue dilhonourable, inhuman, and fan- 
guinary meafures, with thofe whom the for- 
tune of war had thrown into their power, delir 
berated ere the final fentence was pronounc- 
ed, that was to fix a mark of infamy upon 
their aftions, and deliver to a fevere fate 
thofe for whom honour pleaded, and would 
have fpared; Ireton, fierce and implacable 

R in 

* Colonel Farre was alfo enquired after, but he had 
efcaped. 
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in revenge *, kept alive by his arts that coo! 
rcfentment of Fairfax, which otherwife mighty 
when nothing remained to be feared^ have 
expired, or been fuperfeded by that huma- 
nity he was not totally diverted of. It is 
conceived he urged the former indignity 
Fairfax had fuffered at the hands of Sir 
Charles Lucas f, the toil, flaughter^ and* 
bloodihed of his foldiers, and the affronts and 
fcornful meffages repeatedly received front 
him, (to omit the breach of parol he had 
been guilty of J,) as crimes that admitted 
of no excufe, but called for immediate 
vengeance. Againft Sir George Lifle, little 
could be faid, except by thofe who more 
feared than eileemed his fpirit and valour. 
That he was mifchievous, of debauched con- 

verfation^ 

* Vide Loyal Sacrifice, p* 52^ 

+ At the battlo of Marftonc-Moor* 

J Loyal Sacrifice, p. ^^, 54. It is not weH' anthenti-- 
cated that Sir Charles Lucas was ever the prifoner of 
Fairfax, and confequently that he could not break a parol 
never given. Fairfax himfelf in his memorial^ whercm 
he explains the reafons for his condu^, makes no men* 
tion of it^ which he would not failed to have dono^ if troCf 
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terfation, and had confumcd the fubut-bs 
wantonly *, were the reafons that fhould in-* 
duce the council to be fevere ; although fear 
of what an unconquerable mind might per- 
form, and revenge for paft deeds of fiercd 
and ftrenuous oppofition, if unfpoken of, 
were neverthelefs the true motives that urged 
the Council to cxercife their affumed power. 

Where men aft in military fubordination^ 
the farce of deliberate confultation is truly ri-^ 
diculous. 'tender the direftion of one whofc 
commands are abfolute, the freedom of thd 
mind is fhackled, and the general opinion 
ferves but to illuftrate what the military def- 
pot has refolved. This was experienced at 
the prefent junfture, for of the numerous 
body that compofed this council^ none arofe 
to plead the caufe of humanity, or to throw 
themfelves like men acrofs the fanguinary 
intentions of Fairfax, but Whalley* ^ Altho' 
at private variance with Sir George Lifle, and 
entertaining little friendfhip for the other 
knights, yet poffeffing the principles of ho- 

R 2 nour, 

* Loyal Sacrifice, p. 624 
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nour, Whalley, it is faid, generoufly in- 
terfered, and attempted to difluade Fairfax 
from the rafli and inconfiderate aft he was 
about to perform *. 

But the meafures had been previouQy con- 
certed, and the refolutions long before form- 
ed, and it only remained, under fanftion of 
this troop, and its fage and deliberate coun- 
cils to put them in execution. The knights 
were therefore brought forth, and without ac- 
cufation, defence, or other preliminary form> 
in few words given to underftand ; *' That 
after fo long and obftinate a defence until 
they found it neceflary to deliver themfelves 
up to mercy, it was neceffary, for the example 
of others, and that the peace of the kingdom 
might be no more difturbed in that manner^ 
that fome military juftice fhould be executed; 
and therefore the council had determined^ 
that they three fhould be prefently fhot to 

death f." 

Hereupoa 

* Loyal Sacrifice, p. 77, 

+ Clarendon, book xi, p. 305;. The reafon formalTy 
ftated in this fentence, appears extremely improbable and 
far-fetched, andth^ iuftrcncc irrcgulaxt 
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Hereupon without ceremony, like con- 
vi(5ls, whofe lives had been forfeited to the 
law, they were hurried to the caftle*, and 
fecured in the ordinary hold of the condemn- 
ed. Sir Bernard Gafcoyne, who was a Flo- 
rentine, defirous of informing his prince, of 
the fate he was about to undergo, requefted 
the officer who guarded him to procure him 
a pen and ink. This favour being too great 
to grant without leave, was afked by the of- 
ficer of the General and council, who, when 
they underftood he was not an Englifhman, 
ordered him back to the other prifoners, and 
reverfed the fentence they had pronounced 
upon him • 

Whilft all this was tranfafting, the Lords, 
officers, and gentlemen, were kept in a ftate 
of doubt, difmay, and anxiety; their lives 
hanging by the flender thread of military 
mercy and compaffion, and the fate of their 
feparated friends unknown, though fadly 
prognofticated. A meffenger from Sir 
Charles Lucas appeared, all was hope -, but 

R 3 when 

♦ Thcji the county gkoJ, 
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v^hen It was known that his errand was to 
requeft the attendance of the Lord Capell's 
chaplain, forrow and unfeigned dejeftion pof- 
fefled the minds of every one. The Lords, 
anxious for the fafety of thcie knightsi intreat- 
ed Captain Cannon, and prevailed upon him 
to haften to the council, and defire of thenrij 
that they would not make thofe gentlemen 
any greater fufferers than they intended all 
to be J who being all equally concerned in 
the tranfadlion, it was but juft, and was their 
particular defire, that all fliould ihare alike 
in fufFcring *. 

The fentence the council had given, was 
however too deep laid to be rooted up, by 
juft reafoning or intcrceflion. Ireton was 
therefore difpatched to Sir Charles Lucas and 
Sir George Lifle to inform them the hour of ' 
their death approached. Coming to the 
caftle he made known the purport of his vi- 
fit, which was fteadily and without emotion 
heard by the knights. They demanded of 
him fearlefsly, by what law they were to die? 

or 

f Carter, p. 194, 
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or whether by an ordinance of parliament, Ijy 
the council of war, or by command of the 
general? To which Ireton replied, that it 
was by vote of the council of war, according 
to an order of parliament; by which ordei:, 
all that were found in arms, were to i>e pro- 
ceeded againfl: as traitors *. 

This anfwer, founded upon principles re- 
pugnant to every idea of Englifh liberty, 
drew forth from Sir Charles Lucas, a fmile 
-of contempt, worthy his intrepid charafter^ 
and the charafter of that nation whofe great-- 
eft boaft is freedom. Yet he deigned to fay, 
in reply, ** Alas, how ye deceive yourfelves ! 
If the juft defence of the ancient laws, liber- 
ties, and privileges of a kingdom, and the 
advancement of the ftyle, and prerogative of 
the fovereign, is treafon, then we^ are traitors 
and rebels fv I am not to be deceived, al- 
though conquered and at your mercy/* i 

} 

Requcft was -made that the fhoVt period 
tof their lives might extend to the following 

R 4 dayi 

* Whitdock'8.McBi. t Loyal Sacrifice, p, 7 j. 
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day J that they .might have leifure for the 
performance of their religious duties, and 
arrange their temporal affairs. This reafon- 
able requeft was harfhly denied, and Sir 
Charles Lucas fharply replied to Ireton, that 
he would not have him think the requeft was 
made out of any defirc he had to live, or ef- 
efcape the death defigned him, for that he 
fcorned to afk life at his hand, and fhould 
be foon ready for execution, 

Ireton, who had brought the general's 
chaplains with him, now offered them to the 
knights, '' to advife, comfort, and prepare 
them for their end * i" and that in the Jaft 
ftage of their life, they might tafte the bitter 
infult of fpiritual reproof, which the refined 
tyranny of the age liberally beftowcd upon 
thofc who fell into the hands of the parlia- 
ment, or the infatuated inftruments it cm- 
ployed. Thefe offers were rejefted by Sir 
Charles I.ucas, who defired that the Lord 
CapcU's chaplain might have liberty to ap- 
proach them. This was allowed, and the 

laft 

* Loyal Sacrifice, p. 76* 
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laft fad remains of their appointed time, were 
employed in religious exercifes to arm them 
againft the fear of approaching death. 

And now the hour drew nigh, that called 
for a fteady exercife of thofe principles of 
courage, indignant honour, and religion, 
which had led them thus far in their courfe 
without faultering. It was feven o'clock when 
they were led forth from the caftle, and <!:on- 
duftcd to a green fpot of ground, a few paces 
from the wall on the north fide of it. Here 
the three colonels, Ireton, Whalley, and 
Rainfborough, with three files of musketeers 
had already arrived, and upon perceiving 
the knights advance, put themfelves in order 
to perform their fatal work. Sir Charles Lucas 
coming forward took the appointed ftand,x 
at the fame time faying, " I have often 
faced death in the field, and you ftiall now 
fee I dare die." Calmly kneeling down, he 
continued a few minutes in that humble pof- 
ture of religious intercelTion, and rifing with 
a chearful countenance, haftily opened his 

doublet 
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doublet and pulled his hat on firmly *• Then 
placing his arms at his fides^ as in defiance, 
ivith a refoluce indignation called aloud, 
«' See^ 1 am ready for you ; now, rebels^ do 
your worft." — An inftant difchargc of the 
musketry enfued, and four mortal wounds 
put an immediate end to his exiftence f • 

Sir George Lifle who, during this tranfac- 
tion, had been conveyed to a fmall diflance 
from the fcene, was now led to the fatal fpot, 
where his own blood was to be mingled with 
that of his friend who lay extended^ and with- 
out life. Here kneeling down, he kifled the 
body, and with many tears pronounced hh 
funeral eulogy, exclaiming, '^ In how fhort a 
moment hath a brave fpirit expired! This 
priority was due to thee, but I Ihall not be 
long behind thee s my death which is now at 

liand 

* Loyal Sacrifice. 

+ An ancient fervant of Sir Charles Lucas who was « 
fad fpeftator of this event, was furprized, through affix* 
tion with fuch paffion for his lofs, as eameftly to befeech 
death at the hands of the foldiers* Loyal Sacrifice, p. 78^ 
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hand (hall reftore me to thee *." Standing 
up, he took five pieces of gold out of his 
pocket, and after giving one to the foldiers, 
delivered the others to a perfon who had for- 
merly been his fervant, with injunftions to 
give them to fome friends as a token of re- 
membrance. Then addreffing himfelf to the 
bye-ftanders, he paffionately exclaimed, '^Oh, 
how many do I fee here about me, whofc 
lives I have faved in hot blood; and now 
muft mine be taken away in cold blood moft 
barbaroufly 1 But what dare not thofe rebels 
and traitors do, that have imprifoned, and 
would willingly cut the throat of their king ? 
For whofe deliverance from his enemies, and 
peace to this diftrafted nation, thefe my lafl: 
prayers Ihall be prefentedf." Then ob- 
ferving the diftance at which the foldiers 
were placed, and thinking it too great, he 
defired them to come nearer, upon which 
one amongft them faid, I'll warrant ye. Sir, 
we'll hit you. Sir George fmilingly replied, 
** I have been nearer you, friends, when you 

have 

• Xx>yal Sacrifice, p. 8o. 
t I^yal Sacrifice, p* 89* 
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have miffed me J." Kneeling down a few 
minutes, he remained in carneft devotion; 
and arifing chearfuUy, refolutely prefcnted 
himfelf with heroic demeanour to his fate. 
On pronouncing the defiance, ** Now then, 
rebels and traitors, do your worft to me," — 
fire was immediately given, and the fhot 
which paifed through his body, inftantane^ 
oufly completed the work of death !• 

This aft of " military jufticc*' has caufed 
the moft fevere refleftions to be made upon 
the charadters of thofe concerned in it, and 
efpecially upon Fairfax who ought to have 
ruled the circumftances of private revenge 
and hatred with a high hand. The hidden 
meaning that was wrapt up in the term of 
" fubmitting to the mercy of the Lord Ge- 
neral," was developed by an explanation, 

that 

% Clarendon, book xi. 

§ A gentleman who was a fpeftator of thefc events, 
proteftcd, " That he had in his time feen many die, but 
never any with more chriftian or foldier-like lefolation ;*'" 
adding this fontence, •* That it was a great pity a.yaliant 
man (hould fall into the hands of fuch an enemy, as pic- 
t'cred revenge before an ad of mercy/* Loy, SaCt p. 79. 
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that it implied, a furrender without certain 
aflurances of quarter, fo as that the Lord 
General might be free to put fome immedi- 
ately to the fword, (if he faw caufe). This 
ftrange explanation, contrary to the purport 
of what it was meant to elucidate, excluded 
mercy to thofc who Ihould happen to fall 
within the pale of the Lord General's indig- 
nation, and of courfe they furrendered not to 
mercy, but to a certain fate which in all pro- 
bability might have been afligned them long 
before. However, as this explanation was 
made at the time, it may be conceived, that 
no blame Ihould be laid upon Fairfax in the 
execution of a fentence the full extent of 
which muft have been known : yet as the ex- 
prefs words are, that fome might be put to the 
fword, (if the General faw caufe) it might 
naturally be expefted that fuch caufe would 
have been found, examined, and carefully fee 
forth by Fairfax, that no impeachment of 
his honour or • humanity might be made. 
Upon mature deliberation, uhen . Faiafax 
gave information of what had been done, ^o 
the parliament, this caufe is feen. He ob- 

fervcs, 
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iervcs, '* That for fomc fatisfaftion of mlii^ 
tary juftice, and in part of avenge for the in- 
nocent bloud they have caufcd to be fpilt, 
and the trouble, damage, and mifchiefe they 
had brought upon the towne, this country, 
and the kingdome, he had caufed two of 
them to be (hot to death." It may eafily be 
difcerned, that the Lord Goring, the Lord 
Capell, and the other officers and gentlemen, 
as they had been equally concerned in the 
affair, were equally involved in the caufe, 
and that if it was feen to bear upon the life 
of one, it bore upon the lives of alK Neither 
Sir Charles Lucas or Sir George Lifle were no- 
torious for the ihedding of innocent blood, or 
for bringing trouble, damage, and mifchief 
upon the town *, the country, and the king- 
dom, more than the other individuals that 
were engaged, nor any, more than the neceflity 
and furtherance of their caufe made una- 
voidable. What was implied in the obfcure 
phrafe of *^ military juftice," is not eafy to 
be difcovered, or what fatisfaftion that fpe- 

cies 

* Concerning the moderation of SirCbarles Lucas dvtX4 
ing the fiege, fee Whitelock, p# 3 1 8f 
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cies of juftice requires. It can therefore oirfjr 
be deemed an obfcure and myfterious cloak 
wader which Fairfax chofe to fhroud his ac- 
tions from public view^ that not being pof- 
fefled of defined motives, no defined praife 
©r cenfure could be formed. Other caufesr 
that the general faw, or was feen for him^ 
have been fet forth. That Sir Charles Lucas 
was the head of the Eflex party, and the caufe 
of drawing them within Colchefter 5 — that he 
was harfh and rigid to the town's people, deaf 
to their complaints, and infenfible to their 
wants; — and that he put two men to death 
after quarter given *. That Sir George Lifle 
was inclined to mifchief, — of unholy conver- 
fation, — and had burned a great part of the 
fuburbs of the town. The extreme folly of 
fome of thefe charges, and the utter falfe- 
hood of others, (as no proof ever was at- 
tempted) bars all obfervation to be made on 
them ; except this^ that had they been of 
greater ufe, weight, or authority than thofe 
Fairfax fet forth to the parliament, he would 
undoubtedly have ufed them in his apology. 

* Loyal Sacrifice, p. 55. 
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As he did not, it may fairly be concluded, 
that thofe rcafons of the feverity and injuftice 
he had been guilty of, were the beft that his 
wife and fagacious council could make or 
difcovcr s and that as thefe were infufficicnt 
i;o account for what had been done, it of 
courfe follows that other motives of a more 
malignant and unworthy nature, wherein prir 
vate rancour and individual hatred were con- 
fiderable features, aftuated him to the per- 
petration of a deed that has juftly llained his 
memory with indelible infamy. 

There are yet other rules whereby the wor- 
thincfs of thefe tranfaftions may be weighed. 
If it is admitted that juftice and law fuf- 
fered no infringement in the deaths of thefe 
knights, and that from the circumflances of 
the furrender, and the reafons Fairfax fet forth 
to the parliament as his apology to them, 
he was warranted in purfuing this rigid and 
fanguinary courfe; yet to fay that none of 
the nobler feelings of the mind, and in parti* 
cular thofe which conftitute that high fpecies 
of honour that is the belt trait in the military 

charafter j 
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charafter ; as well as others that are derived 
from ajuft fenfe of the religious principles iri 
which that age fo much boafted ; ought not 
to have been confulted, would be fetting 
forth a moft abfyrd and ridiculous doftrine. 
If therefore the conduft of Fairfax is mea- 
fured by the ftandard of generous commifrr- 
ation, it muft be pronounced, ungenerous and 
without mercy ; if by that of humanity, in- 
human ; if by thofe of honour, difhonourabl« 
and bafe ; if by thofe of religion, diabolical. 

The bodies of thefe two knights thus fa- 
crificed at the dark fhrine of malicious re- 
venge, now no longer the objed: of hatred or 
fear, were permitted to be carried forth by 
their friends, and afterwards conveyed pri- 
vately to the vault* where the anceftry of 
the Lucas family lay interred. Yet not with- 
out the infult and fcofF of the foldiery, and 
of thofe of a vulgar and debafed mind, who 
carry t^eir refentment even beyond the 

grave f- 

S The 

- • In the church of St. Giles, 

+ Many diforders of a fimJlar kind to thofe mentioned 

in 
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The Lords and Gentlemen had from thc^ 
firft been thruft into one room, and put under 
a guard, rude, uncivil, and infolent» If one 
chanced to ftep forth from his fkuation, he 
was'inftantly feifed, and his garments torn 
off, which were fupplied by the moft ragged 
and difhonourable that could be procured- 
The fbldiers of the Lord Goring,, although, 
enjoying the privilege of fair quarter^ fuffered 
equal infult and abufe. They were (hut up 
in the churches, and other convenient places^ 
and pillaged, abufed, and fometimes wounded 
by the guard that was to have protected them- 

Some hours had paffed fince the fatal Jfen- 
tcnce of the council of war had been executed^ 
and the Lord Goring, with the other prifbn- 
ers, were yet, except by rumour, unacquaint-- 
ed with the certain fate of his honourable 
friends: when Ireton, Whalley, and Ewer,. 
commiQioned by the council^ appeared befbre- 

thcm*. 

in page 1 38, are faid to have been Committed at tbe inter^ 
inent, and it is not impofliblc but that they were itpcatccU- 
«-^Loyal Sacrifice^ p, 87^ 88« 
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them. After a flight falutation, thefe gen* 
llenaen informed the prifoners, " That they 
were fent to them from the General to tell 
them, that now (for they fuppofed it was not 
unknown what had been done) he did by 
them give an aflurance of what before they 
held doubtful, fair quarter as prifoners of 
war." The unwelcome confirmation of their 
fears, contained in this meflage, apalled them^ 
but the Lord Capell, who was not to be 
reftrained by any circumftance of danger^ 
roufed by indignation, boldly gave for an- 
fwer, " That the General fliould have re- 
ceived their thanks, if he had faved the lives 
of thofe two worthy knights, which they had 
valued more than their own : that as they all 
were equally concerned, and a6ted alike in 
the engagement and management of the 
whole affair, they all fliould have fliared one 
fate i and that therefore the General would 
4o well to finifli his work, by executing the 
fame rig6ur upon the reft." This contempt 
flirred up anew the rancour of Ireton, and 
&v€ral iharp and bitter expreflions pafled be- 

S 2 twfcn 



( 26o ) 

tween him and the Lord Capell *, from 
whom, as well as the reft, Ireton probably 
had expefted many humble thanks for that 
lenity (hown by the General, inftead of being 
aflaulted by the language of a firm, unfub- 
dued, and indignant mind. 

^"S:- The Lord Goring and the Lord Capell the 
following day were, under a proper efcort, 
condufted prifoners to Windfor-Caftle, and 
the moft confiderable of the officers for fa^ 
mily and rank, fent to prifonsf as far diftant 
from their friends and connexions as poffible^ 
that the wants and the horrors of confinement 
might not be alleviated by relief, or commi- 
feration. Of the remainder, and the moft 
favoured, a certain number was dift:ributed 
to every regiment of the parliament army^ 

ta 

* It is conjeftured, that wHat palled between Ireton and 
the Lord Capell at this interview^ occafioned the death of 
the latter foon after.— -Clarendon^ book xi. 

^ To Lynn, Oxford, Warwick, Arundel-CafUe^ 
Glocefter, Hereford, Cardiff, Pendennis^ St. Michael's* 
Mounts in Cornwall^ and to pth^r places* 
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to be ranfomed, or otherwife difpofed of, as 
circumftances might diftate. 

Bufinefs being^ thus far concluded, Fairfax 
informed the Peers, in a letter to the Earl of 
Manchefter, their fpeaker, what had been 
done^ and leaft they ftiouKi take offence* 
at the feverity he had ufed, he hoped "in the 
military execution of Sir Charles Lucas and 
Sir George Lifle, their Lordfhips would not 
find caufe to think their honour or juftice 
prejudiced, and that the Lord Goring, Lord 
Capell, and the reft of the perfons rendered 
to mercy, and then affured of quarter, he did 
deliver to the parliaments judgment for fur- 
ther public juftice and mercy, to be ufed as 
they (hould fee caufe f." 

S 3 When 

* It feems ftrange that Fairfax (hould think offence 
could be given by what he did in execution of his com- 
miffion. In his memorial he fays, ** And in this (the 
putting to death of Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George 
Lifle) I did nothing but according to my commiffion, and^ 
the truft repofed in me." His commiifion was not made 
public, and therefore from the letter he wrote to the Earl of 
Manchefter, it feems as if he had exceeded the bounds of it. 

'i After having affured the prifoners of quarter, it ^- 

pears 



( 262 ) 

Sept. When this was done^ he turned his thoughts 
'* to the difmantling the walls and fortifications, 
that weak and ill-condioned as they origi- 
nally were, and now ihattered and defence- 
lefs, no ufe. might afterwards be made of 
them. The magiftratcs were ordered to fur- 
nifh 500 fpades, fhovels, pick-axes, and 
hatchets, for this workj the parapet round 
the line, and thofe breaches eflfcfted by the 
cannon, and the mod weak places, were, by 

the 

pears Angular that tfaey fhould be delivered to the juftice 
and mercy of the parliament^ where they were again to run 
the gauntlet. When this part of Fairfax's letter was read 
in the houfe, a member no lefs juflly than refolately faid^ 
•* Mr. Speaker, I for my part know (whatfoever is pre- 
tended othcrwife in this letter) that, neither the town noc 
country defired any feverity towards thofe gentlemen, nor 
do they receive any content or fatisfadlion in it; and 
therefore I fuppofe this pretence of juflice was wholly an 
adl of revenge : and I fear out of a more private confider« 
ation than public." This fpeech was received with frowns 
and foul looks, and to prevent further inveftigation of the 
matter, a motion followed, '' that thofe lords and gentlemen 
might be referred back again to the General, to hfi tried 
and executed by a council of war." This motion in fpitc of 
honour or reafon would have been carried, had not feme 
** better fettled in their wits" defired the General's letter 

to 
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the hard labour of a large body oF men, de- 
moiifhed and fo widened, as to make a repair 
impoffible, unlefs at a heavy expence. 

That if an opportunity might occur, to 
render this worth attempting, the fubfequent 
conduft of Fairfax took away from the inha- 
bitants the means of performing it. Under 
pretence of excufing the town from plunder, 
he impofed an exorbitant fine of 14,000;^. ' 

S 4 4jpon 

to be read agaln^ which being done, rt was uTged, that 
feeing ** he had given them quarter for life, it could not 
be for the honour of the army to take it away, or of the 
houfe to require it." Upon which it was concluded that 
they (hould be proceeded againft by way of impeachment, 
not by a council of war. — ^Loyal Sacrifice, p. 9^. The 
parliament was determined at any rste to proceed againft 
thefe lords, fo as that the quarter granted by Fairfax, or 
that mercy to which he had configned them availed little. 
Lord Capelli when brought to his trial, appeared undaunt- 
ed, and refufed to fubmit to the jurifdidion of the court, 
faying, that in the condition and capacity of a foldier and 
a prifoner of war, the lawyers and gownfmen had nothing 
to do with him« and urged the declaration of the General, 
that none of their lives fhould be in xianger. Thefe and 
many other arguments availed nothing ; he was fentenced 
and fuffcred death in a firm and heroic manner, in March, 
J 649. 
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upon the moft wealthy. Of this he after- 
wards abated 2>ooC;^. and of the 1 2,ooo^, 
when raifed, he gave as a gratuity to his of- 
ficers and foldiers io,ooO;([. and as fome 
compenfation to the poor for the evil and 
ruin that had befallen them, 2,ooOj^. for a 
temporary fupply to procure them fuch nc- 
ceffary articles of maintenance and employ- 
ment as they ftood in need of. 

The foe being fubdued, the town made in- 
capable of defence, the country forces dif- 
mifled, and all things ready for departure, 
Fairfax gathered his troops together and fet 
forward on his journey. The foldiers of 
the Lord Goring, increafed the numbers of 
the army, and accommodations being fcarce^ 
the prifoners of courfe fared ill. They were 
lodged in the churches of thofe places through 
which they pafled, or other buildings of like 
convenience. Scanty covering, and little 
food or reft, brought upon many of them de- 
bility and difeafe, and thus rendered an in- 
cumbrance to their conquerors, feveral were 
piftolcd in the highways. Others arrived at 

their 
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their end through famine, and fonme unable 
to purchafc or procure their redemption were 
fold * to be tranfported into foreign countries 
as fervants and flaves. 

The ill efFefts rcfulting to Colchefter, from 
all thefe tranfaftions, of which it had been the 
theatre, were numerous, and promifed to be^ 
fuch as neither time or labour could remove. 
Many of the churches were much damaged, 
and feveral deftroyedf. Above 300 houfesj 
were pulled down, burnt, or ruined, and the 
goods of the inhabitants carried away or made 
ufelefs. The manfions of the Lord Lucas 
and Sir Harbottle Grimftone rendered un- 
tenable, deprived the people of the advan- 
tage and protection thofe families afforded. 
Poverty and diftrefs fell upon great numbers, 

fome 

* If this be fadl, it was probably done with the confent 
of the prifoner, to raife money for his redemption. 

+ The priory church of St. Botolph was beat down and 
burnt during the fiege, 

J In the fix pariihes of St. Mary at the Walls, Holy- 
Trinity, St, Martin, St. James, St. Botolph, and St. Giles 
only, there were 1 86 houfes deftroyed» . 
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fome through the lofs fuffered during the 
fiegc, and others by the impofition of exor- 
bitant fines. Finally, trade received a mortal 
blow, from the difperfion of the manufac- 
turers, who impelled by fear, diftrefs^ and 
want of employment^ fled into the country 
towns and villages, and taught their arts to 
others. 

The tyranny that was exercifed in the enfii- 
ing year was unexampled. The arbitrary fums 
impofed for taxes amounted to no lefs than 
1 6,000 j^*, from the furrender of the town to 
the proteftorate of Cromwell, being a period 
of five years only. In other refpefts, the rights 
of the fubjeft were moft violently trampled 

upon 

* The rents within the town and liberties in tSg'j, weie 
found to be only S^o$£. ioj. and the ftocks S^^^3£* 
In 1652 the rents were 8272^. 19^. and the ftockt 

The learned prefident Montefquieu fays, ** Abolifh the 
exclufive jurifdidlion of boroughs, and you will foon have 
a republican fyftem of government, or an abfolute mch 
narchy." The condudl of Cromwell in cflS:ft, tended to 
one of thefe extremes. 
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Upon, and a conduft divefted of- every priit J 
ciple of law or honcfly openly purfucd. Thd 
crafty policies of Cromwell tended to a more 
compleat abolition of liberty, than the open 
or difguifed fyftems of flavery, praftifed or 
attempted by the itloft defpotic of the kings 
of England. It was in his view, and tht 
conftant charge to his wily agents, to get the 
corporations and boroughs into his hands^ 
by procuring the abjedb and dbfequious 
tools of his defigns, to be elefted into the 

• 

chief offices of rank and m^giftracy. In wh^t 
manner thefe intentions were performed, may . j. 
be difcovered from the direftions given to 1655. 
Major ' Haynes, replete with cunning, and 
afFefted moderation j and overlaid with the 
mod fpecious fmoothnefs. Thefe orders be- 
ing a complete fpecimen of the political 
fyftem of the times, would fufFer injury in 
abridgment, and it is therefore necefiary tQ 
give them entire. 



cc 



Oliver P. There haveing beene of late 
fcverall complaints from the auncient alder- 
men and divers other wcll-afitftcd inhabi- 
tant; 
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tants of the towne of Colchefter that for fome 
tyme pad elledions have bin made of feverall 
perfons to the government therof who arc al- 
together unable of publique imployment to 
the great difcouragement of many honeft men 
liveing in and about that towne, wherupoQ 
we did the 28 th day of June laft order iliat 
their fhould be a forbearance of elle(5lion of 
perfons into the magiftracy, or common 
councell of the faid towne till we Ihould 
ocherwife determine: And forafmuch as we 
are informed that Arthur Barnardifton the 
recorder of the faid towne is lately deceafed, 
by which vacancy, and the not appointing 
of other officers for this prefent ycere, the 
faid towne is under fome ftreights and in-* 
conveniences : And underftanding that you 
are fhortly to be at the faid towne. Our will 
and pleafure is, that at your comeing thither 
you give direftions to the mayor, that whilft 
you are there, they proceede to the ellcfUon 
of a recorder and alfo of a mayor and other 
officers for the prefent yeere, in which cl- 
leftion you are to take fpeciall care that the 
dlcdors and elledled be qualliiied according 

to 
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to our late proclamation * : And certifie the 
names of the perfons foe ellefted unto us> 
that being approved they may be fworne ac- 
cordingly, and alfo to give us a fpcedy ac- 
count herin. Given at Whitehall the 4th of 
December 1655. For Major Haynes." 

It is neediefs to animadvert upon a con- 
duA in which the principles of tyranny are 
fo evident, or to comment upon a mandate 
fo repugnant to the acknowledged and avow- 
ed^ rights of the people, both by prefcription 
and grant. But enthufiafm on one fide, and 
aftonifliment on the other, feemed to have 
taken away from the people the power of rca- 
foning in the mod ordinary and obvious cafes. 

In this deplorable date of fubjeftion to 
an unprincipled tyrant, and of mental depra- 
vation arifing from a purfuit of the fantaftic 
illufions of dreaming vifionariesi the reftora-A.D. 
tion of the ancient form of government^ and*^^°* 

of ( 

* That the eledors and eleftcd fkould receive their qua- 
lification by proclamation, was an innovation daring and 
cxtiaordinary. 
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of that corner done of the conftitution a fo- 
vereign to poffefs the executive power, gave 
life CO the decaying and nearly extind fpirit 
of ihofe, whofe fteadinefs and fufFerings in 
the caufe of juftice, religion, and honour* had 
been great and unequalled. 

And now the public lamentation no longer 
fmothered by abjcft fear, broke forth for 
thofe whom civil rage, private revenge, and 
the aflfumed form of public juftice had con* 
A.D.figned to the tomb. In Colcheftcr, the fii- 
^ nerals of Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George 
Lifle, performed before in a private and ob- 
fcurc manner, were, with every token of ho- 
nourable remembrance and diftinftion, mag- 
nificently foiemnized by the magiftriates and 
the public ; and a tablet of done placed over 
their grave, to perpetuate the honour of their 
actions, and the infamy of thole who caufed 
them to fuffer. 

1665. To all the ills that within the feries of a 
few years had been heaped upon the inhabi- 
tants^ one more was yet addedj of greater 

weight 



weight and feverity than any preceding, as it 
admitted of no remedy or efcape. That 
mortal diftemper xhe plague in its awful and 
uncontroulable ravages, during a period of 
fixteen months*, in which it raged, fwept 
off near 5,000 of thofe whom famine, the 
fword, and the calamities of civil difcord had 
fpared. To alleviate the diftreis occafioned 
by this evil, the hand of charity was extended* 
Private gifts came from every quarter, and 
the public joined its afliftance. A tax of 
io8j£. a nnonth was laid upon the country^ 
for a diftridt of five miles around the precinfts 
of the town ; and 250^. a month upon the 
divifions of Lexden^. Dunmow, and Hinck« 
ford hundreds* Out of a fum collected ia 
London by order of the king, 131 1;^. was 
fent to be diftributed to the moft wretched^ 
and every relief that humanity could beftow,. 
or that commiferation and fufFering could 
procure, was in a moft worthy and liberal 
manner cheerfully fupplied.. 

It 

* By fbme accounts kept» the number amounted to 473 1 
^fons ; the grcateft mortality in one week> was 195* 
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It is fcarcely to be conceived chat a coub-» 
try, the boaft of which is a confcrvation of 
public and private rights^ and the general 
principles of political liberty through the 
war of time, accident, or defign, ihould give 
birth to, or fofter any of fuch a mean, ab- 
jcft, and flavifh fpirit, as would receive plea- 
furc in a voluntary furr.cnder of thofe rights 
which had been the national boaft. Yet fuch 
appeared, and from a defire of enjoying the 
fmile and approbation of royalty, or from 
J 684! more unworthy and difhonourable motives, 
furrendered at the foot of the throne^ in the 
true language of fawning fycophants^ *' As a 
teftimony of their duty and loyalty, the chart- 
er of their incorporation at his majefty*s feet, 
humbly befceching him to confirm their an- 
cient cuftoms and prefcriptions, and to re- 
grant them fuch privileges as his majefty ia 
his princely wifdom fhould think meet.*" 

The fubverfive principles of Cromwell had 
not pafTed unnoticed, and the people fecmed 
willing to embrace that flavery which the re- 

ftonatioa 

* Book of Aflemblies, 1694, pt 296, &Cr 
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ftoratlon hgd givch them ah opportunity tb 
efcape from. The arbitrary mandate of Oliyer^ 
and the obfequious feryility of the magiftrates 
to Charles, tendtd" to the lame uhworthf 
objeft— the abolition of exclufive juri {dic- 
tions, or putting the members of thenn, who 
were truftees.. of the peculiar rights of the 
people, into thehancfs of the executive power 5 
whereby tyranny might enfue. The "prince- 
ly wifdom" of Charles referred to by thefe 
dutiful and loyal betrayers of the public con- 
fidence, thought it the mofl: fapient meafurc 
to abridge the inhabitants of Colchefter of 
their conftitutional and 'juft rights, and to 
retain a liberty of removing by order of privy 
council, any turbulent and confcicntious ob- 
ferver of the charge committed to his care. 
In a new charter which was gracioufly ifliied 
all things were arranged in conformity to 
thofe bond^ of fervility, which the Monarch 
Was not averfc tp impofe, or his moft obfe* 
quious people of Colchefter to receive. 

The fame fyftem of flavery, was purfued 
in the following reign of James. A kgaliggg] 

T procefft 
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proccfs was formally inftituted againd the 
public officers acting under the lafl: charter, 
and foon after it was collufively furrendered, 
A new one iflucd forthwithj peculiarly fuited 
to the narrow and contrafted deQgns of JanieS]^ 
and the genius of the catholic religion which 
he vainly wiflied to introduce* The nunriber 
of the officers were dill nnore reduced, and 

■ 

capricioufly removed, or put in authorityi 
according to the affiinned power contained in 
the claufe which his predeceflbr had invepted* 

Few things fo ftrongly mark the earnel^ 
perfeverance of Charles and James, to acr 
complifh their defpotic purpofe of abiblute 
monarchy, as the unwearied pains they rcgur 
larly and fyftematically took, to get the 
burghs in their power; (b as that by depriv- 
ing them of independence, or by the furer 
means of corrupt influence, the(e conftitu- 
tional barriers againd; tyranny, might no( 
ftand as obftacles in their defign. 

To theie iniquitous meafures, the revolu- 
tionj that grand period of Englilh liberty, put 

an 
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^n cfFeftnal flop. The attorney general of the 
king, was ordered to infpedl the proceedings^ 
that related to the fprrender of the charter 
m 1684} who reported them to have been 
undue and ineffeftuaU A renewal, therefore, 
of all the ancient rights and privileges of the 
burgh, upon that extenfive and liberal plam 
which char after Izes the fpirit, and marks the 
proceedings of that glorious asra, vfd^s un-1693! 
fefervedly granted by William and Mary. 

Deeds, great and heroic in themfelves, pro- 
duce efFeds not ever the refult of a mean and 
timorous conduft. The regeneration of Bri- 
tilh liberty by the voluntary rcftriftions of the 
executive power, and the enlargement of the 
limits of popular privilege, inftantaneouQy, 
and more completely extinguifhed civil feud, 
and the jealous watchings of a fufpicious call- 
pon, than coqld have been effeded in ^n age 
by force or political craft. The fi^tioqal 
mind hitherto cramped, was unbent from fo- 
licitude, and left at eafe to the profecution 
of improvement, and the enjoyments of more 
f-efined mg^es of life. Arts, manufafture, 

ao4 
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and commerce, were fcduloudy reforted w j 
and the barrier of private and fecluded por- 
tions of the ftate broken. The walls and gates 
of the feudal burgh, ftiorn ot its battle- 
ments, were thrown down, to admit at every 
avenue, the flux and reflux of internal wealth. 
The repair of highways, and opening rivers 
choaked by negleft, rendered every corner 
of the kingdom eafy of accefs, whether for 
pleafure or merchandife ; and ferved well to 
conneft and confolidate the pecuniary intereft 
of the burghs, with that of the metropolis. 
Thus connefted and confolidated, their im- 
portance is reduced ; their hiftorical fafts of 
lefs moment, and no longer disjunct and in- 
dependent s but like the ancient Baron re-* 
moved from his primitive dignity to a menial 
attendance upon royalty, are become the de-* 
graded appendages of a proud and over- 
grown capital, and involved in the vortcz of 
its corruption. 



APPENDIX 



>.< Ill laettMCBBBii 1 ,1 111 M ssa^BessassaaemmBtmammmm 



APPENDIX 



O F 



ORIGINAL PAPERS. 



From the Chronicle written about the age of Edward IITi 
in an ancient Record Book, in the Moot^hallg Colchefictp 

A.D./^OEL Dux Colceftr' cepit regnare fupcr Effet* 
238 K^ Sc Hertford'. 

242 Helena filia ,Coelis nafcitur in Coloceftria. 
260 ConlUncius Dux Romanor' in Hifpaniis Britanniani 
navigans, civitatem Coloceilriam obcedit triennio. 

264 Soluta eft obftdio fponfacione nuptiarum Helene 
filie Coelis, 

265 Conftantinus filius Conftancii nafcit' in Coloceftria 
ex Helena adhuc concubina. 

2 88 Conftantius cum Galerrio Cefar appellat' Galleanmr* 
290 Coel Dux Colceftr' bccifo Afclepiodoto tiranno^ 

regnavit fup. totam Britanniam^ lub tribute turn 

Romanor'. 

297 Coel Rex Britonum fortiflimus obiit Coloceftrie 
menie 2do. 

298 Conftantius Cdloceftrie rediens de Galliis difpohit i% 
regno. 

299 Conftantius imperator obiit Ebotaci anno Imperii 
fui xvi, 

y)l Helena mortao Conftantio perpetuam vovit vidoi- 
tatem* 
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AFTER my right hcrty commenuacon to yo«ir 1 crl- 
Ojip, l^eyng cnforired by Mailr. Pollard, that ta- 
king's majrllc myndcth to rcteyne and kepc in his graces 
hands, the late nioncftery of feynt Johns of Colceftour, I 
cannot but thereat be fatisfyed, and in a1 thyngs that fhal 
be his maeciles plea fu re. And yet your Lordihip know- 
ith, that tyrft favyng the Howfe and Parks at feynt Ofyes 
by his graces own aStign^ment, duryng his highncs ple- 
furc, and after the Hov. To of Seynt Johns, and tlie lands 
nerc adjoynyng by your means apoynted to me by his 
highncs, and now to fore<^o al this Ihalbe no litell lofie 
to my poor honcllc and ellimacion, confydcring this to 
be in the Contree where I was borne and mo(lpi:rt browt 
up, and alfo thefe thyngs to \v nerc my poore howfe and 
lands, that I fyrll bylded and bowt, but his graces gcod- 
nes hath been fo gretly fliewyd to me, that whatfoevcr his 
highnes plcfurc \s or Ihalbe, I am and ever will be ther- 
with content, for eny other rcfpeCls in the world, pray 
uucs your good lordfliip to hclpe to further my fute to 
his Majcite for an exchange, accordyng to a bill hereyn 
cndofyd, and if his grace wold be my good lord thenn, 
I will never hereafter trobill his Maeelte for eney fute 
to his uracis chary te for mvfclf, but to noldc me full fatis- 
fyed in all thyngs, and tins exchange well poaderyd, ys 
more profitable to his highnes tlian to me; for I levc the 
rcvernon in his highnes, and 1 do it not nor wolde trobil 
his highnes with yt, but that the thyngs that I defire ly 
fo nere and mixt with my otliir londs. fythen his magefte 
ma^lc me baron, and fythen I m-irjcd my wyff, I never 
axyd eny thyng, and I am not abafhyd, but that I hope 
by your mcanys, his highnes will be fo gracious lord to 
me to graunt this fnte. the overplus of his gracis londe 
paffith not 21 /, or litcU more above myne, and for that 
his highnes (hall ftil fave the reverfion of al that I fhaf 
have of his grxce ; and if his gracis plefure be to graunt 
me this, I will leve my fute for the Howfe orScynt 
John's, and never trobill his Magefte for that, nor none 
other thyng to his highnes charge herafter. I maryed at 
his Mageftcs commaun.imcnt, and his grace (ayd^ that he 

wold 
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void conuder it, and what I (hud have had otherwife^ 
your lordfliip knowith for avancement of inyn Heyrs, 
but yet I rcptnt never a whytt my mariage, but havegret 
caufe to th^nkt the Kyng's Magefte for enduyng me to 
it, for afTu redly I have happened of oon moche to my 
contentucion and honefte. • And if God fetid us childern 
whiche I defire, the Kyng*s Maeefte hath made me a 
Baron, and al my londe excedrth not clerely viii. €/• 
whereat I am right wel content, praying your good 
lordfhipp to-morrow or Monday, to move the King's 
Magefte in this my poor fute, and to make min excufe, 
that 1 wayte not upon his h'ghnes accoixlyng to my moft 
bounden dute. For I afTure your lordfhipp, I am fo tro- 
billed in my right foote that I cannot ftepp nor goo ; the 
payn ys a iytel flaked, but the forenes and ftyffnes re- 
mayneth. And thus fyttyng in my chayer with a fore 
foote, I trobill your lordlhipp with a longe letter, praying 
you eftfones to afTaye this my pour fute, now oon ot 
thefe 2 dayes in myn abfens, beyng in good hoope, that 
the Kyng's Magefte wyl gracyufly here yt, and althonghe 
it be not any gret profitaDle thynge, yet it (hall be moche 
to my comfort, honefte, and eftymacion ; and alfo a full 
fatisfa<^ion for ever ; and thus fare your good lordftiipp 
as hertely wel as I wold myfelf, fcribilid this Satyrday 
with a fore and akyng foote, 

your lordihippes affured 
to his pour 

Thomas Audeley, Chancellor. 

I SEND to your lordfhipp a byll heiyn enclofyd, of 
fuche londs as I defire of the King's Highnes, and of 
fuche londs as his grace ihule have of me ; my londs, the 
decanary of 3eynt Botulphe, ly amongs the londs of Seynt 
Jones on the bakfyd of the howfe. my parfonages be 
fymyler good and never emprowed, and in every of them 
ther ys a Vycare endowed, having good ly vyngc confy- 
deryng the K,yng*s Highnefs makyth bidioppes, they be 
as good as eny temporal londs for them ; for on my'fayth 
they be very good and well payen, and if the yeres were 
owt, I could nave gret fynes for them; as for Eft Donyr 

lend 
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Idnd lyeth a grct wey from Seynt John?, and I have 9 
Myll there of m\ no ow en, and my lends mixt with it, 
and as for Chetford, I have xcvii. yeris in yt, and it 
lyeth by me at Walde ffcrr from any of the King's londs* 
My lord, I pray you take payn for me herin as an carneft 
ffreind, and make an end of this my fute, and I wil giflT 
you XL. li. i of pedy mony with my herty good will and 
vyce, that may lye in my litel pour as ibon. as ever my 
bil ihalbc figned, 

your lordlhippes 
' aifured, 

Thomas Audeley^ Chancclour*. 

The Bayliff of Colckefer's Letter to tfu Earl of Lei- 

cefler, &Cm 

OURE moil humble dueties premifed. Right honour- 
able, we have by thys our O^-ccr fent unto your 
Lordlhip a horfe-load of our Colchefter-Oyfters, beinge 
moil hartelye (otvc we have not any better thinge to pre- 
fent }'our Lordihip, feinge as your Lordihip nathe Dyn 
fuche a continuall patron to our Towne, that we accoont 
by your Lordihip's meanes we have the fruition of our 
Libertyes, which others heretofore have fowght to de- 
pry ve us of: Defiringe your Lordihip to accept thys our 
limple remembrance m good parte. And whereas hereto- 
fore the diviiion and controverfycs, which have been 
amonge ourfelves have occaiioned your Lordihip to mif- 
lyek of our Towne (as juilly we did deferve) ; the fame^ 
pray fed be God, now are abandoned^ and unitie hath fup- 
plyed the place, as by the quyet and peaceable late elec- 
tion of Bayliffs and other oncers is ihewed. We there- 
fore ihall moil humbly befeeche your Lordihip to continue 
our good Lord, and to concejrve the beil of us notwith- 
(landing any complaint ihal lie inforced againfl us untyll 
our aunfwer therto be hefde^ and that your Lordihip wyll 
have us in remembrance when any Commiilion ihall pro- 
cede for any affayers within our Towne, that the Baylitft 
and Juilices of our Town with Mr. Morice our Towne- 
clark might be in commiflion therefore, the want whereof 
bere of late bathe byn great difcountenaunce to the B^- 



liffsj ihd they hardelyedelt withallby the C6miftiffi6liefti 
to the aniniatinge of the inferior fort df our Towne, and 
the great prejudice of otir Liberties; and we (hall alwayes 
praye to the Almightie for the prefervation of your Lord-^ 
ihip in all felicitie to the years of Neftor: Thus we 
humbly take our leave of your Lordfhip. Colchefter this 
fowerthe of September 1579* 

Youf Lordfhip's moft humble to command^ 

*To the right honourable our « 

verie gOod Lord the Eirle Robert Mott, 1 D«viiji 
of Leiceftef. Tho. Cock* j ^ 

They wrote a Letter, the fame day, and very near in 
the fame words, to Sir Ffancis Walfyngham : Both theit 
Anfwers follow> copied from the originals* 

• The Earl of Leycefter's Letter* 

** After ihy fight hartye comendacons. I have receyv-* 
ed your Trs and the oifters you fent me, and do very har- 
tilye thancke you for them, and for your often courteofies 
in vifiting me many tymes with the lyke^ which as occafion 
(hall ferve, I will not forgeat to requvte* Touching yout 
towne my afiedion is and Ihalbe as it hath bene allwayes^ 
viz* very ready to do any thin? I may for it. And fo ftiall 
you well petceyve as any oocauon (halbe ofTred wherein I 
may flaikt it in ileade* In the mean tyme gladde to heare 
of your good (fiyet, which I wifh longe to continewe» I 
thus bid you right hattily farewell* From the Coiut thu 
tith of Septem&r 1579* * 

Your vtty loving frende^ 

Rf LETGEtTBR/' 

Sir ffancis Walfyngham* s Letter* 

^* After my hartie comefidations* I have receavcd your 
letter of the foarthe bf this p'nt, and am veric glad therby 
jCo nnderftand that all your co&trovefiies be fo well appeaced 
and that you are growen to fo good an fifiitie amonge your 
felfes : the continewance whefof I giettly yfryfkt, as the 
only thingc that fiudl make year towne to profper# ajid to 

l^J / "^ bee 
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bee well thought of of all incn« Towching your liberties, 
for that in uth-.r Tr.corporations I have feen fometymes fo 
muchc ihndi ng u^-pon Charters and Priv Hedges, that hir 
^iajeliics necti;.iric fcivice ha the therby been hindred, I 
\i-ould not wifhc \ ou except it be in fome great poynt that 
may towche } our toune deeply to (land appon thjcm : not- 
wi:hflanding I will be careful! for the prefervation of the 
fame as farn: icrthc as comTniently I maye in the direc- 
tion of ComifTions and all kynd of fer\'ice from this place. 
So withe my hartic thanckes for your prefent of oyners I 
bid you farewell. From the Court at Greenwich tbt 
fy fte of September 1579. 

Your very loving frend, 

F&A. Walsingbam." 

A Lftter of Thomas Barrington and others, two Letters 
of Oliver CromweU, and one from the Earl of Effex, 

to the Mayor of Colc/iejier, 

'• Gentlemen, 

WEE have acquainted the Parliament with yonr ex* 
traordinary C&re and Paines in advancing the 
Propoficions for the raiiinge of horfe, armes, money and 
plate for the defence of the Kinge, Parliament, and lung- 
dome ; but how well your fervices are accepted of and 
what thankes we are enjoined to give yonrielves and the 
reft of the gentlemen, free-houlders and others of your 
towne for your zeales therein^ and how farre ^taey naTt 
engaged themfelves for the prote^on and defence of the 
county : the order of both Houfes of Parliament will 
better fpeak it then our letter, and for your better (atii* 
fadions, to that wee muft for the prefent icferxe yee 
which Mr. Grimefton will acquaint you with* The per- 
fcdinge of that work begunne by you with foe great anec- 
tion, and u herein you have mett with fo much incon- 
xagement both from the Parliament and people, is the oc- 
cafion of this letter. And in the firft place wee are com^ 
manded to defire yee to fend awav the money and date 
fubfcribed for, with all the fpeede yee can. And tike- 
wife to give particular notice to than that bave in| 
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thcmfelves for the findinge of horfes, to bring them opp 
to London, where there is order taken for the prefent in- 
rollinge and vallueinge of them. Many Lords doe want, 
horfe, to make upp their troupes, and the fervice and 
fafety of the kingdo'me doe much depend uppon your 
aEtivitie and difpatch herein which wee have canfe to 
be very confident of. And foe with the remembrance 
of our kindeft refpeds, &c. wee reft your afTured lovingc 
friends, 

Tho. Harrington, Mart, Lumley. 
Aug. 22, Henry Mildmay. Wm, Mariham* 

1642. Har, Grinafton," 

** Gentlemen, 

UPON the cominge down of your townfmcn to Cam- 
bride, Capt. Langlie not knowinge how to difpofe 
of them, defired mee to nominate a fitt Captaine, which 
I did, an honeft, religious, valliant Gentleman, Capt. 
Dodfworth the bearer heereof. Hee hath diligently at- 
tended the fervice, and much improved his men in their 
exercife. But hath beene unhappie beyond others, in not 
receauinee any pay, for himfelte, and what Hee had for 
his fouldiers, is out long agoe. Hee hath by his pru- 
dence what with fay re, and winninge carriajge, what 
with iponie borrowed kept them together, Hee is able to 
do foe noe longer, they will prefently difband if a courfe 
bee not taken, it's pittye it mould bee foe, for 1 belieue 
they are brought into^ as ^ood order as moft companies in 
the Armie. Befid's at this inftant there is great need to 
vfe them, I having receaued a fpecial command from my 
Lord Generall to aduanee with what force wee can to 
putt an ende (if- itt may bee) to this worke (God foe aA 
iiftinge) from whome all helpe coineth. I befeech you 
therefore confider this gentleman, and the fouldiers, and 
if itt bee poflible, make up his cumpanie a hundred and 
twenty, and fend them, away with what expedition is 
poflible, itt may (through •God's IblefGnge} proue very 
Iiappie, one months pay more prone all your trouble. 

I fpeakQ 
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I fpeake to wife men, God direfl yoa, I reft, youis to 
fervc you, Oliver Cromwelu" 

March 23« Dire^bd, To the Maior of Colchddcra 

J 642-3. and Captain J ohn Langley, 

" Gent/ 

I THOUGHT it my duty once more to write unto 
yow for more ftienehth to be fpeedily fent unto us for 
this great fervice ; I luppofe yow heare of the great de- 
feat given by my L. Fairfax to the Newcaft : Forces at 
Wakefield ; it was a great mercy of God to us« and had 
it not bin beiloune upon us at this very prefent, my Lo : 
Fairfax had not knownc how to have lubfifted : we af- 
fure yow« ihould the force we have mifcarry, exped no- 
thing but a fpeedy march of the enemy up unto yow ; 
why yow ihould not ilrenethen us to make us fubfi^i 
jude yow the dan^r of the negledl^ and how incon- 
vement this improvidence or unthrifty may be to yow; 
I (hall never write but according to my judgment, I tell 
yow againe it concernes yow exceedingly to be perfwaded 
by me : My Lor : Newcaflle is near 6000 foot and about 
60 troopes of horfe : my Lo : Fairfax is about 3000 
foot and 9 troopes of horfe ; and we have about 24 troopes 
of horfe and Draggooners : The enemy drawes more to 
the Lo : Fairfax ; Our motion and yours muft be exceed- 
ing fpeedy, or elce it will doe you noe good at all ; if 
yow lend let your men come to Bofton, I befeech yoa 
naften the fupply to us : forget not monie* I prefle not 
hard, though I doe foe need that I aifure yow the foot and 
Draggooners are ready to mutiny: lay not too much 
upon the back of a poore Gentl' who defires without 
much noyfe to lay downe his life, and bleed the laft 
dropp to ferve the Caufe and yow : I afke not your mo-i 
aie for myfelfe, if that were my end and hope (viz. the 
foy of my place,] I would not open my mouth at thla 
time. I deure to denie myfelie, but others will not be 
latisfied : I befeech yow hznai fupplies; Forget not yoor 
prayers. Gent' I am younu 

May 284 1643. * Ol. Ci^omwilu" 

" Gent* 
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*' Gent' jt 

THE defigne now refolved upon for the Kiiigdome^ 
fervice, for the advance of the Army, is of that 
concernment that I thought good to dcfire your affiftance^ 
In ca^ifing all the inhabitants of your Countic according; 
to my warrant fent to your High Conftables, prefently; 
with what Armes, Clubbs, and other inftruinents o£ 
warre, to march forthwith and to appoint a commoA 
rendevowz at Chelham in Buckinghamm, and to bring a 
monthes pay in their purfes, and let them not doubt, but 
they fhall have the Afliftance of the Armie, -and of what 
Commanders and Officers for their fuccour in this'dev 
figue is fitt : I expeft your furtherance by the power you 
have in the County, and that yow fee the Warrants exe- 
cuted by thofe whom it concernes, and ufe your endeai> 
vours to make a Generall rifing, and that you take no- 
. tice of all thofe that ftiall refufe or difcourage the worke ; 
it being now a time wherein is neccffary to be known 
who are friends to the Kingdome, and who are noti foe 
noe waife doubting of your encouraging thi$ fervice, I reft 
May 29, 1643. EssBX." 

Mandamus from Oliver Cromwell to Major Hajfnts^ . 

" Oliver P. 

THERE haveing beene of late feverall Complainti 
from the Auncient Aldermen ;ind divers other well- 
affedled Inhabitants of the Towne of Colchefter that 
for fome tyme pad elled^ions have bin made of feverall 
perfons to the Government thereof who are altogether 
unable of publique imployment to the great difcourage- 
ment of many honeit Men liveing in and about that 
Towne, whereupon we did the 28th day of June laft order 
that their (houla be a forbearance of elledion of peribns 
into the Magiflracy, or Common Councell of the £ud 
Towne till we ihonld otherwife determine: And jfor- 
afmuch as we are informed that Arthur Bamadifton the 
Recorder of the faid Towne im iatehr deceafed; Jby which 
vacancy, and the not appointing of other Officen for this 
prefent ycere, the faid Towne is under feme fiidlfhti 

ittd 
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and inconveniencies : And underilanding that you are 
fhortly to be at the faid Towne, Our will and pleafuns 
w, that at your comeing thither you give diredlions to 
the Mayor, that whilft you are there, they proceede to 
the elleftion of a Recorder and alfo of a Mayor and other 
officers for the prcfent yeere, in which elleftion you are 
to take fpeciall care that the Elle^ors and elledled be 
quallified according to our late Proclamation : And cer- 
tifie the names of the perfons foe ellefted unto us, that 
being approved they may be fworne accordingly, and 
alfo to eive us a fpeedv account herin. Given at 
Whitehall the 4th of December i6cc. For Major 
Haynes." 

Articles agreed upon the I'jth of Augujl, 1648, by and 
hetzceene the Commijfioners of his Excellency the Lord 
Generall Fairfax^ on the one Part ; and the Commif' 
Jioners of the Earl of Norwich, Lord Capell, and Sir 
Charles Lucas, on the other Part ; for and concerning 
the Rendition of the Town and Garrifon of Colcheftert 

I. 'THHAT all the horfes belonging to the Officers, 
X Souldiers, and Gentlemen, ingaged in Colchefter, 
with Saddles and Bridles to them, fhall be brought 
into Maries Church-yard by 9 of the clock to-morrow 
morning, and the fpare Saddles and Bridles into that 
Church, and delivered without wilful fpoyle to fuch as 
the Lord Generall (hall appoint to take charge of them. 

II. That all the Arms, Colours, and Drums belonging 
to any of the perfons in Colchefter above-mentioned, Ihall 
be brought into St. James Church, by ten of the clock 
to-morrow morning, and delivered without wilful fpoyle 
or imbcazelment [to fuch as the Lord General! ihall ap- 
point to take charge of them. 

IIL That all private Souldiers and Officers under 
Captains, (hall be drawne together into the Fryers Yard, 
adjoyning to the Eaft-Gate, oy ten of the clock to-mor-^ 
row morning, with their Cloathes and Bageaee, their 
perfons to be rendred into the cuftody of luch as the 
Lord Generall (hall appoint to take charge of them, and 
that they Ihall have fairc Quarter, according to the cx- 

plaaatioQ 
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planation made in the anfwer to the firft Quare of the 
CommiffiOners from Colchfefter, w)iich is hereunto an- 
nexed. 

IV. That the Lords, and all Captaines, and fuperiour 
Officers, and Gentlemen of quality, ingaged in Colchef- 
ter, Ihali be drawne together to the King's Head^ with 
their Clothes and Baggage, by eleven of the clock to- 
morrow morning, and there render themfelves to the 
mercy of the Lord Generall, into the hands of fuch as 
he Ihair appoint to take charge of them, and that a Lift 
of the names of all the generall Officers, and Field Of- 
ficers, now in command in the Towne, be fent out to the 
Lord Generall by nine of the clock in the morning. 

V. That all the Guards within the Towne of Colchef^ 
ter (hall be withdrawne from the Line, Forts, and other 
places, by eight of the clock to-morrow morning, an4 
fuch as the Lord Generall (hall appoint fhall thereupon 
come into their roomes. 

VI. That all the Ammunition Ihall be prefervcd iii the 
places where it lyes, to be delivered to the Comptroller 
of his Excellencies Traine by ten of the olock to-mof« 
row morning; and all the Waggons belonging to the 
Souldery, or Perfons engaged, with the Harnefle belong* 
ing thereunto, ihall be brought to fome convenient place 
neare the Ammunition, to be delivered to the fame per« 
fon by the fame houre, 

VIL That fuch as are wounded and (ick in the Towne 
ihall be there kept and provided for, with accommo- 
dation requifite for men in their condition, and not re- 
moved thence, untill they be recovered, or able without 
prejudice to their healths to remove, and fhall have fuch 
Chryrurgions allowed to look to them as are ndw in 
the Towne, 

VIII. That all Ordnance in the Towne with their ap- 
purtinances (hall, without wilful fpoyle, be left at tat 
fevcrall plat formes, or places where they are now planted* 
and fo delivered to his Excellencies Guard* that, ihall 
take the charge of thofe places refpedively* 

IX. That from henceforth theie (hall be a Ceflktion of 
*Arm8 on both parts* but the Forces within the Towae lo 
keep their own Guards and the Lord CciienUi to keepe 

thein* 



theirs, until! they (hall be removed accofduig to the At- 
ticks aforegoing.^ 

Signed by un. 

The Commifficmers on the The Cdmmiffibnefs on the 
behalf of his Excellency behalf of the E. of Nor- 
the Lord Fairfax, wich, the L. Capel, and 

Sir Charles Lucas« 

Tho* Honywood 

H* Ireton }Villiam Compton 

Tho, Rain fbor Otoe Ab. Shipman 

Edward frhalUy Edzv. Hammond 

WiU Bloys S. Take 

Br am. Gurdon William Aylofu 

jf. Sparrow 

Jfaac Ewtr 

rho, Cooke 

G. Barnadifton. 

Heith, Auguji 27, 1648* 

Quartos propounded by the Commijfiov*rsfrom Colchefter^ 
to the Commijjioners of his Excellency the Lord Fair-* 
jax^ upon the Conditions fent into the Toiune* 

I, TT THAT is meant by /aire Quarter? 2. H^at by 
V V rendring to Mercy ? Anfw, To the firft, B^ 
Jaire Quarter we underftand. That with Quarter for their 
lives they (hall be free from wounding orbeating ; fhall 
enjoy warme clothes to cover them and keep them warme; 
fhall be maintained with vidluals fit for prifoners while 
they Ihall be kept prifoners. To the 2d. By rendring to 
Mercy we underftand. That they be rendred or render 
themfelues to the Lord Gcnerall or whom he (hall ap- 
point, without certaine afTurance of Quarter^ fo as tne 
Lord General], may be free to put fome immediately to 
the fword (if he fee caufe} although his Excellency in- 
tends chiefly and for the generality of thofe under that 
condition, to fur render them to the mercy of the Parlia* 
meat and Gcnerall. There hath been large experience, 

neither 
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neither hath his Excdlency given caufe to doubt of his 
civility to fuch as he (hall retain prifoners, although by 
their being rendred to mercy^ he ftands not engaged 
thereby. 

Upon return of thefe Anfwers^ the CommiiSoners 
from Colchefler, propounded thefe two further Quseries* 

I. Whether thefe that were furrcndred to Mercy, Jhail 
enjoy their wearing cloathes, as weU thofe on their backs ^ 
as what other change they have? %. WTuthcr the No^ 
bUmen and Officers JhaU have ufe of their owne Horfes 
to the places where they JhaU be confined ? To which was 
anfwered b^ his Excellencies Commiflioners. To the 
frjiy It is intended that thofe who fhall be rendred and 
received to mercy, (hall enjoy the wearing clodies on 
their backs; but for more the Qenerall wiU not be.in« 
ekged. To the fecond. It is expedled (in cafe of fnrren- 
der upon treaty} That all Horfes as well as Arms be de- 
livered up, and for circumftances thereof there is to be 
an Article yet for the Gentlemen and Officers under this 
condition in queilion, (when any of them ihall be removed 
to the {^aces of confinement) his Excellency will take 
care for Horfes to carry them (with refpefl to their qua^ 
lities), but for allowing their owne Hones he wiU^not be 
ingaged. ^ 

I 

Letter of Lord Fairfax to the Earl of Manchejier^ &Cr 

" Mj^ Lord, 

1 HAVE herewith fent yon the Articles^ with the Expla* 
nations annexed, upon which it hath pleafed God in 
his bed time to deliver the town of Colchefter, and the 
enemy therein, into your hands without further bloudihed^ 
faving that (for fome fatisfadioo to Military Jnftice, and 
in part of avenge for the innocent bloud they m^ye caufed 
to be fpilt, and the trouble, damage, and mifchide 
they have brought upon the Towne, this Coontry, and 
the Kingdome) I have with die advice of a Coun^U of 
Warre of the chiefe Officers both of the Country Forces 
and the Army, caafed two of tbem who were lisKiLveA at 

[C] • mercy 
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mercy to be flioi to death before any of them had Quartet 
aflfurcd them. The perfons pitched upon for this example 
were. Sir Charles Lucas, and Sir George Lifle^ in whofe 
Mihtjry exciution I hope your Lordjhips will not jindL 
iaufc tj thinke your H>mour or Jujticc vrgjudiced, A» 
for the Lord Goring, Lord Capell, and the reft of the 
jHiffons rendred to mercy, and now allured of Quarter ; 
of whofe names I have fent your Lordlhips a particular 
Lift, I doc hereby render to the Parliaments judgement 
for further publique Juftice and Mercy to be ufcd as you 
ihall fee caufe. 1 defire God may have the glory of hia 
muhiplyed mercies towards you and the Kmgdome in 
this kinde, and in the condition of inftruments as to the 
fervice here, the Officers and Souldiers of Eflex and Suf- 
folke (who in this time of fo dangerous defedtion have 
adhered conltant to yours and the Kingdomes intercft) for 
their faithfull demeafnour and patient indurance in the 
hardfhips of this fervice are not to be forgotten. 

Hicth, 29 Aug^ Your Lordjliips moft humble fcrv ant, 

1648. T, Fairfax." 

** I defire Mr. Mair of Colchefter to give preient 
order for the bringing in and delivering unto Thomas Mat- 
thew Captnin of the Pioneers, five hundred fpades, pick- 
axes, ihovclls, pickaxs and hatchetts for the demolifhing 
of the workes and part of the Walls about the towne of 
Colchefter. Gi'»cii under my hand the firft of September 
1648. Fairfax," 

Extract from " Short Memorials of Thomas Lord Fair-' 
fax, written by himfelf.* 2njo, 1699. p. 121* 

IT is fit for me in this place to fay fomething for my 
own vindication about my Lord Capel, Sir Charles 
Lucas and Sir George Lifle, who were prifoners at Mercy 
upon the rendring of Colchefter, feeing fome have que- 
ftioned the jnft performance of thofe Articles* I laid 
feige to the Town, and made feveral Affaults : But find- 
ing their forces within much more numerous than thofe I 
had without, I was forced to take another courfe in 
blocking them up, and, by cutting oS all fupplies, to 

bring 
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fcring them t<j a Surrender ; which after four months clofc 
feifi^e they were compelled to, and that upon Mercy, 
bemg in number three or four thoufand men ; and deli- 
vering upon Mercy, is to be underftood that ibme are to 
fiiffcr, the reft to go free. Immediately after our en- 
trance into the Town, a Council of War was called, and 
thofe fore- named peifons were fentenced to Die, the reft 
to be acquitted. This being fo refolded, I thought ^t 
notwithllanding to tranfmit the Lord Capel, the Lord 
Norwich, &c. over to the Parliament, being the Civil 
Judicature of the Kingdom, conlifting then both of Lords 
and Commons, and fo moft proper judges in their cafe; 
who were considerable for Eltates and Families : But Sir 
Charles Lucas, and Sir George Lifle, being mere Soldiers 
of fortune, arid falling into our hands by chance of war, 
were executed ; and in this I did nothing but according 
to my CommiiHon, and the Truft repofedin me. But it 
may be ol^'eded I went into the Court during the Trial ; 
to which I anfwer, it was at the earned requeft of my 
Lord Capel's friends, who defired me to explain there 
what was meant by furrendering to mercy : CJtherwife I 
had not gone, being always unfatisHed with thefe Courts* 
For this I need fay no more, feeing I may as well be 
queftioned for the articles of Briftol, Oxford, Exeter, or 
any other adion in the War as this. 

One.thing more requires I Ihould fay fomething to, be- 
fore I conclude ; that is, concerning papers and declara- 
tions of the Army that came out in my Name, and the 
Council of OiScers. I fay from the time they declared 
their ufurped authority at Triplow-Heath, I never gave 
my free confent to any thing they did : but being yet un* 
difcharged of my place, mev fet my name in way of. 
courfe to all their papers, whether I confented or not : 
and to fuch failings are all authorities fubjed. Under 
Parliament Authority many injuries have been done ; fo 
here hath a General's power been broken and crumbled 
into a levelling fadion. Yet even this I hope ali impar« 
tial judges will interpret as force ahd ravifhment of a 
good Name, rather than a voluntary Confent, which 
might make me equally criminal with that fa^ion. 

^ • Scarce 
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Scarce Pamphlet printed in i648# 

A true and perfeSl Relation of the Condition of thofe 
Noblemen and Gentlemen in Colchefter: and of their 
Reafon in yielding vp the faid Towne to the Lord 
Fairfax* 

1 BELIEVE a Letter will bring little, or no danger with 
it, as the ca(e now (lands ; and I rather fend this to 
you, becaufe I wifh both yours, and my friends clear fa- 
tisfadion, concerning the a£^ires of this place : I (hall 
be brief in it, not nuf-leading you, by difguifing or con» 
cealing any materiall part of the matter. 

Whofo confiders the place we were to defend, will 
rather repute it a Quarter than a Garrifon, and our ftay 
in it was by conftrauit, not choice ; the Lord Fairfax 
comming fooner upon us than was expedled, prevented our 
march into other Counties. The meanes we had to de- 
fend it, a competent number of Men fubitarily gotten 
together, Officer'd (for a great part) rather by fuch as 
had credit to get them together, and induce them to en- 
gage, than fufficiently (kilfull to Condud them : vet that 
innrmity in the compofition was fupplied by the mdoftxy 
of other Officers, though they had not the means and op* 
portunity of bringing m numbers, and the kindnefle that 
all in generall had to advance the King and Kingdonus 
fervice ; by which means, this Body which was rather fit 
to hold up a Tumult, hath by the bravery and diligence 
of the Gentry, made (for this 1 1 Weeks J no inconfiderable 
War with a veteran Army, and a fortunate Generall. 

CoUheJier was altogether undefiened, and unprepared 
both in refpeft of Fortification, Viftuall, and Ammo* 
nition : the firft we provided for, as well as we could, by 
our induftry, the other by our patience, in eating Horfe* 
flelh ; and could we alfo have provided ourfelves with 
Ammunition, in proportion equall to our occafion, and 
willingneffe to have imployed it, you (hould have heard 
of more frequent Sallies ; and we have kept off the Ene* 
my a much longer time from approaching fo neare ms, 
which yet was the leife troublefome to us, oecaufe (as our 
cafe ftood) nothing was Hiore defirablcj and defired than 

that 



( tl ) 

that he would have, either by Mine, or Battery, engage^ 
himfelf to juftifie a Breach, or Storme. It was not un- 
feen by us how mortall our condition was, and tliere- 
fore I will relate to you the Cataftrophe of this affaire, 
which will lie under the moft various interpretation, the 
worft of conditions being received : but, if I miftakc 
not, it is the greateft teftimony of the Gentlemens fin- 
cerity to the bufineffe, and how remotely they coniidered 
themfelves ; Their refolution was by their conjlancy to givt 
kifure to the King's Affaires , and not to weaken the con* 
Jidence of the Kingdome^ by a/king after a Treaty, whick 
is feidome otherwife than a certain fign of the diffolutioH 
of an Army or Garrijbn, And it was not improbable 
that either the Lord Fairfax muji remove to aide the 
North, or Cromwell muft engage againjh Me Scots with 
dif advantage ; or that Jomz other part would be aEtive : 
ij not timely enough drawn together to relieve us, yet it 
would leave nun engaged, and M« King's and Kingdomes 
bufineffe promoted was that we ftaid for ; And I may 
very truly afirme, never any facrificed themfelves fo totally 
to their bufineffe, and leffe confidered themfelves, than thxs 
Party ^ I had the honour to acco^npany in this engage^' 
mentm And thefe are clearly the Reafons why the way to a 
Treaty was not fooner opened. 

Our expeBation^ in this laft Article of our bufineffe, 
wuas very unexpe£ledly deceived by our Foot, whofe courage 
elfe I could not have fufficiently commended, had they not 
Jailed us only in this lafl part ; Our ultimate refolution 
was, and Orders were given to draw both Horfe and Foot 
out, and break through the Enemies Line, and the refolu" 
tion that would have fucceeded it (though another zoas 
difcourftd of J was, to fall with all we conld make upon 
the Hive, [Hyth] the Lord Fairfax his quarter ^ and where 
their Ammunition was. For my owne part, I think that 
in defperate cafes the boldeft refoiution is the beil, and 
&feft : but a rumour was fpread, and generally believed, 
hy our common Foot, that the Gentlemen and the Horfe 
"intended to break through the Enemies Line, and then 
leave the Foot to their fortune. Upon this apprehenfion, 
the Foot deluded byfome inferidur OJkers, refotved to keep 
within the Line, and not to Juffer any Horfe to march 
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§Ht 2 and very palpaplt it was, that infitad of attaquin^ 
the Enemy, roe had fallen one upon another : Jo thai 
there is but two things now left to our eleBion, cither to 
fujfer the Enemy to march over our Line ; for evident it 
n*ei r our Foot would not have much difputed it, ([fuck a 
fudden alteration had the want of Bread, and mif-appre- 
kenfion of the Gentleman, wrought in themj and Jo every 
per fan had been the ilLfavouredji way expofed^to the tu- 
multuary violence of the Enemies Souldiery ; or elfe in a 
more orderly manner to render our /elves Prifoners to their 
Generall: which lajl (with mojt reafon I think J was 
Chnfen, 

I have now given you the very fame impreilion of this 
bafinelTe which in truth I have of it in my owne fenife 
and underilandingy and for fuch I aiTure my fclfe yon 
will take it, and with it, the hearty affi^ion of 

Your faithfuU Servantm 

We had lived 6 Weeks upon Horfe-flefh, 5 daies with- 
out Bread, and remaining (as the chief Officer of the 
Store told me) but 3 Barrels of Powder in ftore: though 
fince the Enemy faith, they have got together 8 or lo. 

Since the writin? of this, came to my hands a Relation 
in one of the London i>rints, wherein I find that theGen- 
ticmen are afperfed with the intention of breaking through 
tkemfelvesy and leaving our Souldiers to the rnercy of the 
Enemies Souldiers* It's true, that amonj^ many poffible 
things propofed, there was fomething of like nature of- 
fered to confidcration ; but, I perfwade my felf, not in- 
tended by the pcrfon that motioned it : but moft certain 
it is, that it was totally declined by all of us, and a quite 
contrary determination fixed, that whatfoever Jhould hap^ 
pen we would receive no Conditions, but fuch whereby the 
common Souldier might have the advantage of iw, nor 
would we divide our felves from them, in the mojl defperaU.^ 
cafes that could happen* 
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ExtraElJrom afcarce Pamphltt printed in 164S: 

CONTAINING 

An Account of Two great Fights at Colchefter, on Mun^ 
day morning laftj the Jirfl between Generalt LUCAS 
with a Party of Horfe and Firelocks ^ again jl the Par^ 
liavients Forces , upon their faUyine out upon their 
Guards : with the Particulars of the fight, their advan^ 
cing to the Works ^ and playing their Ordnance upon the 
Lord Generals Horfe, and the number killed ana taken* 
Thefecond, between the Colchefterian^^i^t/crj, and the 
Kentifti men, againfi the Suffolk Forces, and the Lord 
Generals, upon their /allying out at Buttolphs Gate, and 
Eafi Gate; with the numbers killed and taken, and the 
refolution of thejhavers concerning the ARMYm 
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COLCHESTER ; 

Communicating the Refolutions and Proceedings of tht 
Colchefterian Shavers, and their late fight with the Suf- 
folk forces, upon their /allying out at the Eaji Gate* 

Honoured 'Sir, 

THIS morning the Colchefterian Shavers fallied out at 
the Bail Gate upon the Suffolk forces, who ha4 in- 
trenched themfelves within mufquet-(hot of the Walls, 
and made their approach neer the Redout ; but failing of 
their expectation (through a timely difcovery) wheeled 
about, and fell upon a fmal Guard nepr the Eailern Sconce^ 
which occafioned fome time of difpute, but finding them- 
felves too weak to maintain the encounter, retreated in t 
very diforderly manner, leaving many Armes and long 
fithes behind them. In which adion divers were wound- 
ed on both fides, befides fifteen of the enemy left dead on 
the place, and feven of ours. 

At the fame time another party fallyed out*at Buttolphs 
pate, who fell upon our Out-guards with great fury,<lo. 
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